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For the Attention of: Sharon Holman – Case Officer
Wrexham County Borough Council

[By Email: planning@wrexham.gov.uk] 

22 January 2020
 
Dear Sharon Holman

PLANNING APPLICATION: P/2019/0894 RECONSULTATION

Erection of 3 no detached two storey dwellings; Land North Of, 8 Grango Lane, Ponciau, Wrexham, LL14 1ER

Thank you for your consultation letter of 13 January 2020 seeking the further views of The Coal Authority on the above planning application.

The Coal Authority Response: Fundamental Concern 

The Coal Authority previously commented on this planning application in a letter to the Local Planning Authority dated 17 December 2019.

The applicant has now submitted findings of intrusive site investigations (Ground Solve, 10 January 2020) which were undertaken in an attempt to locate mine entry 329346-061. I have liaised with a permitting colleague at The Coal Authority who considered that trench spacing appeared appropriate. However, the investigations did not locate the mine entry; The Coal Authority appreciates that investigations were constrained by the presence of sewers. The report author states that the feature is likely a double plot of a nearby shaft and therefore it presents no risk to the proposed development. 

I have liaised with a Mining Consultant & Information Manager at The Coal Authority who has confirmed there is insufficient justification to delete the mine entry from our records. Our source is effectively the rationalised plan and rationalised shaft register inherited from the former British Coal. Furthermore, there is insufficient evidence to suggest that this shaft is a duplicate of shaft 329346-529. Therefore, we do not consider the report authors assessment is sufficient to discount the risk posed by mine entry 329346-061.

As noted in my previous letter, we expected to see the mine entry plotted on the site layout along with its calculated zone of influence. The submitted report contains a ‘shaft location and search area’ in figure 4. However, this does not include a zone of influence for the best plotted position of the mine entry or depict the area of departure associated to the mine entry. Therefore, it does not demonstrate that there is adequate separation provided from this mine entry to build development proposed. In addition, the plan shown in figure 4 does not appear to be to scale nor correspond precisely with the site layout as proposed - drawing no. P/03/A. We do not consider that it has adequately demonstrated that buildings proposed fall outside the zone of influence for the mine entry and therefore we maintain our objection to this planning application. 

The applicant should be advised that we would expect to see the departure area for mine entry 329346-061 overlaid with the search area on the site layout plan. We also expect that a worst case scenario zone of influence for the best plotted position for the mine entry should be overlaid on the layout plan. The zone of influence needs to take into account the departure area. This plan needs to be scale and show the precise proposed layout which is being considered for determination. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours Sincerely,

[bookmark: _GoBack]George Weightman

George Weightman | MSc, BSc (Hons) 
Assistant Planning Liaison Manager

Disclaimer

The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory Consultee and is based upon the latest available data on the date of the response, and electronic consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's website for consultation purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject to review and amendment by The Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant for consultation purposes.

In formulating this response The Coal Authority has taken full account of the professional conclusions reached by the competent person who has prepared the Coal Mining Risk Assessment or other similar report.  In the event that any future claim for liability arises in relation to this development The Coal Authority will take full account of the views, conclusions and mitigation previously expressed by the professional advisers for this development in relation to ground conditions and the acceptability of development.
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