WREXHAM COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING OF 6th JANUARY 2020
REPORT OF THE CHIEF OFFICER PLANNING AND REGULATORY
ADDENDUM REPORT

This report summarises information received since the Agenda was compiled including, as appropriate, suggested amendments to recommendations in the light of that information.  It also lists those people wishing to address the Committee.

Where the Council has received a request to address the Committee, the applications concerned will be considered first in the order indicated in the table below.  The remaining applications will then be considered in the order shown on the original agenda unless indicated by the Chair.
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Pages
15 – 31
MAE
P/2019/0312

Land to the rear of Brookfield Close, Ellesmere Lane, Penley, Wrexham

SPEAKER:
FOR – Mr O. Jones (Agent)

Representations

One further neighbour comment received expressing the following concerns: 

· Overlooking leading to a loss of privacy;

· Grange Road cannot take the rainwater at the moment and allowing 15 houses will create even more flooding;

· Increased stench of sewerage;

· Penley has already been overdeveloped.

Observations

All of the concerns expressed above have already been addressed in the main agenda report.

Recommendation

No Change

Pages 33 – 41
CHI
P/2019/0505
Kronospan, Hollyhead Road, Chirk, Wrexham
SPEAKER:
AGAINST – Cllr. Dr. Gareth Baines (Rep. Local residents)



FOR – Mr K. Baker (Rep. Kronospan)

Pages 43 – 46 
WRO
P/2019/0585
31 High Street, Wrexham

SPEAKER:
FOR – Mr N. Moir (Applicant)
Representations
Given the agent has confirmed that the A2 use is proposed to be retained as specified in the officer report, for the avoidance of doubt, the description of the application should read ‘Refurbishment of ground floor office space and change of use to use class A1, A2 and A3’.  

Consultations
Local Member – Comments received 02/12/2019.  

The Local Member was unhappy with the original plans, as they indicated that access to the proposed 1st and 2nd floor flats would be through the Commercial ground floor property, with inadequate and unsafe alternative access from Overton Arcade.  

The Local Member now considers that acceptable amended plans have been submitted for the upper floors showing improved and safe access from Overton Arcade and replacement of the two flats to the rear with a two level apartment.  The original objection raised in relation to this application (as well as to P/2019/0586) has been overcome.
Recommendation
Remains unchanged.

Pages 47 – 51
WRO
P/2019/0586

31 High Street, Wrexham

SPEAKER:
FOR – Mr N. Moir (Applicant)
Representations

Given the agent has confirmed that the A2 use is proposed to be retained as specified in the officer report, for the avoidance of doubt, the description of the application should read ‘Refurbishment of ground floor office space and change of use to use class A1, A2 and A3’.  

Consultations

Local Member – Comments received 02/12/2019.  

The Local Member was unhappy with the original plans, as they indicated that access to the proposed 1st and 2nd floor flats would be through the Commercial ground floor property, with inadequate and unsafe alternative access from Overton Arcade.  

The Local Member now considers that acceptable amended plans have been submitted for the upper floors showing improved and safe access from Overton Arcade and replacement of the two flats to the rear with a two level apartment.  The original objection raised in relation to this application (as well as to P/2019/0585) has been overcome.   
Recommendation
Remains unchanged.

Pages 51 – 54
MIN
P/2019/0739
Berwig Cottage, Church Road, Minera, Wrexham 
SPEAKER:
FOR – Mr A. Munro (Agent)

Correction

The Local Member did not request the application be reported to Planning Committee.

Recommendation

Unchanged. 

Pages 63 – 67
BRO
P/2019/0766
Castle Inn, Wrexham Road, Brynteg, Wrexham
SPEAKER:
FOR – Mr Z. Huyuk (Applicant)
Pages 83 – 94
WRO
P/2019/0837
58 Ffordd Glyn, Wrexham

SPEAKER:
AGAINST – Mr R Jarvis (Rep. Local residents)



FOR – Mr Richard Lloyd (Rep. First Choice Housing Association)


Consultations

Community Council:
Members would like to raise the following concerns to this application on behalf of local residents:

· There are concerns over the parking provision for a facility of this type. The property is situated on a bend in a narrow road with just one side having a pavement. There could be highway traffic problems caused by insufficient parking at shift change for the carers when potentially there could be double the number of vehicles at the property.

· Should the Planning application be passed then the Community Council requests that any permission is conditional on being personal to these particular applicants and should any further change of ownership of the property occur in the future then the property should return to its original residential use.

Sarah Atherton MP:
I would like my comments taken into consideration:

As a social worker I fully appreciate the need for the expansion of supported living facilities in Wrexham and for the Welsh Government, housing associations and the council to work together to support the most vulnerable in our society.

I fully support the intention of this application but the property location is unsuitable for the following reasons:

1. This is a residential area, where such a property (extended as outlined in the planning application) would look totally out of character with the residential surroundings, changing the appearance from a residential property to a commercial property.

2. The extension, as outlined, would not give enough parking for 4 residents and their carers. It is not unusual for some care packages for people with disabilities to require two carers at any one time. This is a residential area, a full-de-sac where parking is limited and excessive cars parked will have a detrimental effect on the living and enjoyment of the area by other residents.

3. I am informed that First Choice will run the property as supported living for a set time. Following this the property may be sold as a house of multi-occupation. Residents are rightly concerned that this will have a negative impact on the area and its reputation. I understand no assurances have been given for what happens to the property (or its tenants) when First Choice no longer wish to hold the property in their portfolio.

In addition, the location of the property is not ideal for people with disabilities due to the lack of near-by facilities (shops, bus services), effectively isolating residents unless they have access to cars (and drivers / carers).

I am led to believe the property deeds cite the property can only be used as a ‘single-family dwelling’. Therefore I fail to see how First Choice can proceed as per this application. 

Given the issues identified with access and provision of the infrastructure, design of the proposal, may I suggest this planning application be rejected and the Council work with First Choice Housing to find a more suitable property, within the Wrexham area.

Observations

The matters raised by the Community Council and by Sarah Atherton MP are addressed in my main report.  

Recommendation

Unchanged
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