



By email – sharon.holman@wrexham.gov.uk

20th February 2019


Dear Sharon

[bookmark: _GoBack]Re: P/2019/0100: MOSS VILLA, CHAPEL LANE, SY13 3HR

Thank you for consulting the Council for British Archaeology (CBA) regarding this proposal for works to this Grade II Listed building. These works include the complete renovation of the cottage including re-pointing, re-wiring, new heating system, re-plastering, new kitchen and bathroom, insertion of rooflights, insertion of damp proof course and a new porch. It would appear that some if not all of these works have already been carried out. 

The property is a C19th typical estate cottage and has not been maintained for several decades. 

Whilst the property is no doubt in need of a sympathetic owner and general conservation the application does not contain sufficient information to understand the impact of the proposals on the significance of the property. We note there is mention of a specification which has been submitted but can we cannot find this on the planning portal. 

There are however, some causes for concern in the information that has been submitted. The introduction of damp proof course is not suitable for an historic building and will likely led to long term issues for the fabric of the property. However, we also note that a lime scree floor is to be laid - the use of incompatible technologies is one to be avoided.

We also note the proposed use of Velux conservation rooflights which do not generally lie flat in-line with the plane of the roof – there are other, better, rooflights available. I am also unclear as to exactly which roof plane the rooflights will be fitted to – and therefore where they will be visible from. There seems to have been no exploration of other possibly less damaging options.

The Council for British Archaeology suggests that additional information is made available to consultees if it has been received by the Council. If it has not been received the application should be refused due to lack of sufficient information to enable as assessment of the impact of the proposals. We also suggest that the applicant is encouraged to follow the guidelines set out by Cadw for Heritage Impact Assessments and also their Conservation Principles (2011).

I trust these comments will be useful to you; please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further assistance.  Please keep the Council for British Archaeology informed of any developments in this case.





Yours sincerely,

[image: ]

Dr Cyllene Griffiths ACIfA IHBC
Listed Building Caseworker for Wales
cyllenegriffiths@archaeologyuk.org



CBA remit:
The Council for British Archaeology (CBA) was established in 1944 and is the national amenity society concerned with protection of the archaeological interest in heritage assets.   Local planning authorities have a duty to notify  the CBA of applications for listed building consent involving partial or total demolition, under the procedures set out in ODPM Circular 09/2005 and in Welsh Office Circulars 61/96 & 1/98.
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