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1. Introduction 
1.1 This Technical Note (TN has been produced as a response to the Council’s final traffic and 

transport comments issued to the applicant on the 9th October 2017. A copy of the Council’s 
comments is provided in appendix a.  

1.2 The Council has requested further information on six technical elements. These are: 

• Access to the proposed development 
• Parking and turning provision 
• Access to the existing agricultural building 
• Traffic movements and timings for depopulation 
• Vehicle routing to the A525 junction 
• Construction Traffic Management Plan 

1.3 Further commentary on these six outstanding matters is provided below. 

 

2. Access to the Proposed Development 
2.1 The Council has provided a review of the original proposed access arrangements via Mulsford 

Lane, and the updated access arrangements presented in appendix b. The Council has raised 
concerns with the Mulsford Lane access arrangement, but support the revised proposed access, 
subject to the provision of 2.4m x 118m visibility splays in both the leading and trailing traffic 
directions. These splays can be provided on land either controlled by the applicant or the public 
highway. Whilst there would be a need to relocate the existing hedgerow either side of the site 
access, this can be delivered as part of the new access arrangements, to be delivered via a S278 
agreement. 

2.2 In discussions with the applicant regarding access to the existing grain store building even with 
this development generating a very low number of vehicle movements they are prepared to agree 
to the closure of the existing access onto Mulsford Lane and the new access to be used for the 
grain store. For information the existing grain store only generates an average of one inbound 
and one outbound agricultural tractor and trailer movement each day outside of the harvest 
season, and so the combined use of the proposed new access will be easily accommodated. 

 

3. Parking and Turning Provision 
3.1 The Council has confirmed that the layout appears to show adequate parking and turning 

provision on the curtilage of the proposed development. We highlight that the actual parking 
demand at the site will be very low, with the occasional private car associated with a veterinary 
visit or site cleaning at the end of the crop cycle.  

3.2 On the depopulation days HGV’s will arrive and depart from the site, with normal practice being 
no more than two HGV’s on the site at any one time (one HGV being loaded with birds, and the 
second HGV waiting to be loaded). The swept path analysis provided in appendix c shows that 
there is appropriate space for HGV’s to load and layover on the curtilage of the proposed 
development.  

 

4. Access to the Existing Agricultural Building 
4.1 Earlier in this TN we confirmed that the existing grain store generates on average one inbound 

and outbound vehicle movement per day outside of the harvest period. These vehicle 
movements, coupled with the low number of vehicle movements associated with the proposed 
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poultry farm can be easily accommodated on the proposed new access route onto Queensford. 
Rationalising the number of access points and closing the access to the grain store on Mulsford 
Road delivers an overall betterment (in highway terms) on the surrounding highway network. As 
confirmed earlier the applicant is content to agree to the closure of the vehicular access onto 
Mulsford Road. 

 

5. Traffic Movements & Timings for Depopulation 
5.1 The Council has undertaken a comprehensive review of the traffic flow data submitted with the 

planning application. It is noted that the Council has not disagreed with the traffic flows, which 
confirm that: 

• on 33 days of the crop cycle there will be no HGV’s visiting the site  
• on 6 days only a single HGV will visit the site 
• on 4 days only two HGVs will visit the site 
• on only 5 days of the bird crop cycle will there be more than 2 HGV visits per day 

5.2 The above summary confirms that the additional HGV traffic will be very low, and even on the 
busier days for HGV movements it should be remembered that the depopulation movements are 
a very much a controlled arrival and departure schedule. A loading HGV vehicle on the curtilage 
of the site would not be released onto the adjacent public highway until the second HGV had 
arrived.  

5.3 This pattern of HGV arrival and departure movements will continue through the depopulation 
cycle, with the pattern ensuring that there is always a vehicle on site to load and also to ensure 
that there is no chance of poultry farm HGV’s meeting on the adjacent access route to/from the 
site.   

5.4 Reference has been made to the HGV depopulation movements taking place between 0200 and 
0700 hours. This times have been identified as they are most suited to ensuring bird welfare 
standards are adhered to. In addition, undertaking the depopulation at this time ensure that there 
is minimal chance of any traffic associated from the proposed development meeting any non-
development traffic on the surrounding highway network. 

 

6. Vehicle Routing  
6.1 The Council has confirmed that the access strategy from the proposed development to the A525 

Hollybush junction is the most appropriate route for HGV traffic associated with the proposed 
development. We are pleased to confirm that the applicant is prepared to accept a planning 
condition ensuring that this route is used for all development-related HGV traffic. 

6.2 With regard to the quality of this route to the A525 Hollybush junction there are some sections 
along this route where the carriageway narrows to less than 5.5m. However, with the confirmed 
HGV traffic movements from the proposed development being exceptionally low, and on those 
days when the depopulation occurs the vehicle movements are undertaken in the early morning 
and have controlled arrival/departure times the likelihood of any of the development traffic 
meeting another vehicle on the agreed access route is exceptionally low. 

6.3 As a reminder table 3.1 in the submitted Transport Statement confirmed that the average number 
of eastbound HGV traffic movements during the seven-day survey was three. On two of the 
survey days no eastbound HGVs were recorded on Queensford. This data confirms that with the 
likelihood of two HGVs meeting on this route is exceptionally low, and if they did meet with good 
forward visibility along the route, coupled with sections of the highway already being wide enough 
for two HGVs to pass there already are appropriate passing places to use. No further off-site 
mitigation is required for the development to proceed. 

 

7. Conclusions 
7.1 This TN has been produced to respond to the Council’s request for additional information on the 

proposed poultry farm scheme at Mulsford Farm, Malpas. The additional information contained in 
this TN confirms that the revised access strategy can accommodate both the poultry farm 
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development traffic and the grain store traffic. In addition the new access onto Queensford can be 
delivered with the required visibility splays across land the applicant controls or the publically 
adopted highway.  

7.2 With regard to parking and turning provision the layout has been shown to accommodate private 
car and HGV traffic on the site. All vehicle parking and turning movements can be accommodated 
on the curtilage of the proposed development, and the volume of HGV traffic generated from the 
proposed development has been shown to be very low over the crop cycle. The review of 
eastbound HGV movements on the proposed HGV route are also very low, confirming the 
likelihood of two HGVs meeting is very low and there is no need for any off-site mitigation.  

7.3 We hope this additional information assists the Council in responding positively to the 
development proposals.  
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