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Head of Environment and Planning 
Wrexham County Borough Council 
16 Lord Street 
WREXHAM 
LL11 1LG 
 
 

8 June 2017 
 
Er sylw / For the attention of:  
 
Annwyl / Dear  
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
DEDDF CYNLLUNIO GWLAD A THREF 1990 
 

BWRIAD / PROPOSAL: DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDINGS AND OUTLINE 
APPLICATION FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (6 NO. DWELLINGS) 

 
LLEOLIAD / LOCATION: BALMUIR GARAGE, 1 CHESTER ROAD, GRESFORD 

 
Thank you for consulting Natural Resources Wales (NRW) about the above, which was 
received on 18 May 2017. 

We recommend that you should only grant planning permission if you attach the following 
conditions.  These conditions would address significant concerns that we have identified 
and we would not object provided you attach them to the planning permission.  

Contaminated Land 
The site sits over a secondary aquifer. The site has been subject to a previously potential 
contaminative use as a garage. Therefore, the controlled waters at the site are of high 
sensitivity/vulnerability.   
  
  
Condition 1 – Development on land affected by contamination 

 
Prior to the commencement of development approved by this planning permission (or such other 
date or stage in development as may be agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority), the 
following components of a scheme to deal with the risks associated with contamination of the site 
shall each be submitted to and approved, in writing, by the Local Planning Authority: 
  

1.    A preliminary risk assessment which has identified: 

        all previous uses 

        potential contaminants associated with those uses 
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        a conceptual model of the site indicating sources, pathways and receptors 

        potentially unacceptable risks arising from contamination at the site.  

2.    A site investigation scheme, based on (1) to provide information for a detailed assessment of the 
risk to all receptors that may be affected, including those off site. 

3.    The site investigation results and the detailed risk assessment (2) and, based on these, an options 
appraisal and remediation strategy giving full details of the remediation measures required and 
how they are to be undertaken.  

4.    A verification plan providing details of the data that will be collected in order to demonstrate that 
the works set out in (3) are complete and identifying any requirements for longer-term monitoring 
of pollutant linkages, maintenance and arrangements for contingency action. 

  
Any changes to these components require the express consent of the Local Planning Authority. The 
scheme shall be implemented as approved.  
  
Reasons 
Natural Resources Wales considers that the controlled waters at this site are of high environmental 
sensitivity (underlying Secondary Aquifer A) and contamination is known/strongly suspected at the 
site due to previous use as a petrol filling station.  
  

 
  
Condition 2 – Land contamination – Verification report 

 
Prior to commencement of development, a verification report demonstrating completion of the works 
set out in the approved remediation strategy and the effectiveness of the remediation shall be 
submitted to and approved, in writing, by the Local Planning Authority. The report shall include results 
of sampling and monitoring carried out in accordance with the approved verification plan to 
demonstrate that the site remediation criteria have been met. It shall also include any plan (a “long-
term monitoring and maintenance plan”) for longer-term monitoring of pollutant linkages, 
maintenance and arrangements for contingency action, as identified in the verification plan, and for 
the reporting of this to the Local Planning Authority. 
  
Reasons 
To demonstrate that the remediation criteria relating to controlled waters have been met, and (if 
necessary) to secure longer-term monitoring of groundwater quality.  This will ensure that there are 
no longer remaining unacceptable risks to controlled waters following remediation of the site. 
  
  
Condition 3 – Land contamination – Long term monitoring 
 
Reports on monitoring, maintenance and any contingency action carried out in accordance with a 
long-term monitoring and maintenance plan shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority as set 
out in that plan. On completion of the monitoring programme a final report demonstrating that all long- 
term site remediation criteria have been met and documenting the decision to cease monitoring shall 
be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  
  
Reasons 
To ensure that longer term remediation criteria relating to controlled waters have been met.  This will 
ensure that there are no longer remaining unacceptable risks to controlled waters following 
remediation of the site.’  
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 Condition 4 – Unsuspected contamination 

 
If, during development, contamination not previously identified is found to be present at the site then 
no further development (unless otherwise agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority) shall 
be carried out until the developer has submitted, and obtained written approval from the Local 
Planning Authority for, an amendment to the remediation strategy detailing how this unsuspected 
contamination shall be dealt with. 
  
Reasons 
It is considered possible that there may be unidentified areas of contamination at the site that could 
pose a risk to controlled waters if they are not remediated.  
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require clarification on the above.   
 
Our comments above only relate specifically to matters that are included on our checklist 

“Natural Resources Wales and Planning Consultations” (March 2015) which is published on 

our website:https://naturalresources.wales/media/5271/150302-natural-resources-wales-

and-planning-consultations-final-eng.pdf We have not considered potential effects on other 

matters and do not rule out the potential for the proposed development to affect other 

interests, including environmental interests of local importance.  The applicant should be 

advised that, in addition to planning permission, it is their responsibility to ensure that they 

secure all other permits/consents relevant to their development. 

 

Yn gywir / Yours sincerely 

 

Meryl Read 
 

Meryl Read 

Uwch-gynghorydd Cynllunio Datblygu /Senior Development Planning Advisor  

Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales 
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