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	Eich cyfeirnod / Your reference: P/2017/0383
Ein cyfeirnod / Our reference: RCS2/1/4473
	Dyddiad / Date: 26/05/2017



Dear Mr Isted,
Application for listed building consent:  The Old Registry, 23 Chester Street, Wrexham 
Thank you for notifying us of this application for listed building consent for conversion of the Old Registry to 11 flats. 
The remit of the Royal Commission permits us to comment only on the historical significance and context of a monument or structure and on the adequacy or otherwise of the record.  The Old Registry was listed for its special interest as  ‘an important local example of an C18th town-house’ with a double-pile plan and a period stair at the rear.  The listing notes that the original period layout survives almost intact.  This scheme for flats will, of course, disguise the original plan and will need to be carefully considered.  I am concerned about the period detail which is summarised in the listing and includes vulnerable detail such as plasterwork and painted panelling.  Best practice is to carefully locate period detail on plans as existing with a scheme for preservation when the application is made.  The proposal in the design and access statement to ‘retain the original detailing as much as possible’ with liaison with the conservation officer is ad hoc and needs to be more rigorous.  A report with photographs of the surviving detail is needed to inform this application.
Yours sincerely,
Richard Suggett
Cofnodi Brys / Emergency Recording
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