
 

Denverra 
Sun Lane 

Bowling Bank 
Wrexham 

LL13 9RW 

 

The Planning Inspectorate 
Crown Buildings 
Cathays Park 
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
PLANNING APPEAL - H6955/A/12/2188910   LPA APPLICATION NUMBER P/2016/0327 

LAND SOUTH OF RIDLEY WOOD ROAD AND EAST OF BRYN LANE, WREXHAM UNDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE, WREXHAM 

 

I write in connection with the above referenced Appeal as the County Borough Councillor 
for the Ward in which the site is situated. 

This site (known as site 3A) and the one immediately to the South of it (known as site 3B) 
formed a total area of land included in the Unitary Development Plan as an “exceptions site” 
to be utilised by a single employer. 

It is important to look at the site history and previous appeal decisions which were both 
coloured by the need to protect an existing employer.  

The current appeal site and Site 3B which is immediately to the South of the current appeal 
site was subject of an appeal in 2010 (APP/H6955/A/09/2113258). The Appeal decision 
clearly acknowledged that the site was contrary to Policy E3, PS1, 2 & 4 (para 34) However 
the appeal was allowed IN PART as significant weight was given to the needs of an existing 
employer (then TDG Haulage) who had limited opportunities to extend anywhere else given 
that they already occupied a site adjoining and within the Industrial Estate boundary. 
Consequently permission was granted on Site 3B. largely based on the needs of TDG. Para 
51 & 52 of that report acknowledges the more sensitive nature of the current appeal site 
and subsequently development on this area of land was dismissed. 

Shortly after this decision notice was issued, Wrexham Power Limited were given an option 
of the site for the development of a power station currently the subject of a Development 
Consent application and their option on the site still remains. It was contended by the 
applicant that TDG had, in the interim, been taken over by Norbert Dentressangle (NDL) and 
their requirements had changed. 

 



 

Turning to the current appeal site, an application was submitted (P2011/0891 – Nov 2011) 
again claiming to be for the needs of NDL claiming that Site 3B was no longer available. This 
was refused by the Local Planning Authority and was the subject of an appeal in 2013 
(APP/H6955/A/12/2188910) 

When the application was considered by the Planning Committee in 2012, the applicant’s 
agent submitted a letter to all Planning Committee members clearly highlighting that it 
would provide 150 new jobs and that it was the only site NDL could expand onto (points 2 & 
3 of letter HOW Planning April 2012 appended) 

The 2013 Appeal Decision clearly indicates the weight given to the safeguarding and 
expansion of an existing employer. Paras 5, 6, 10, 22, 23, 28, 44 and 46 all refer to the needs 
of NDL as an existing employer. That report again highlights that it does not accord with 
UDP Policy and although the appropriate TAN would not allow the permission to be made 
personal to NDL, the appeal was allowed. This decision, in my view, was severely influenced 
by the needs of an existing employer. 

Immediately the appeal decision was announced the land was offered for sale and to this 
day still has a large “for sale” sign on it which clearly demonstrates that there is no 
immediate need from NDL or, as they are now known, XPO. 

When the current application P/2016/0327 was received Planning Committee members 
refused the application which is an unusual step given that it was the renewal of a 
previously allowed application. They did however feel that there was no evidence that  
needs of NDL/XPO still needed to be met given that the land had been continuously  on the 
market since 2013 and so circumstances had changed and the reasons originally given to 
ignore Policy objections had gone. 

I fully support the decision to refuse planning consent. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Michael Morris 
Ward Member – Wrexham County Borough Council. 
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