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Cerys Jones

From: Mark Walters <Mark@cpat.org.uk>

Sent: 10 November 2015 15:20

To: planning_admin

Subject: P/2015/0799 Land west of Bowling Bank Farm, Mulsford Lane, Worthenbury - Pre-

determination Archaeological Evaluation 

Attachments: Advice on Commissioning Archaeological Work.doc; Contractors List 2015.doc

Dear Sir or Madam  

  

Thank you for the consultation relating to the above proposals. 

  

Information retained within the Regional Historic Environment Record indicates that this application falls in an area 

of high archaeological sensitivity. The plot is within the medieval historic core of Worthenbury as defined by the 

Wrexham Historic Settlements Survey in 2012-13 (see http://www.cpat.org.uk/ycom/wrexham/wrexham.htm click 

on red spot for Worthenbury to download pdf document). The development area lies at the eastern extent of the 

village where sub-surface archaeology representing the former medieval village layout may be present and would 

typically include remains of building foundations, property boundaries, refuse pits, rear yard areas and extensions 

and artefacts of all periods. The exact extent of the medieval village, or the earlier Saxon settlement that has been 

postulated here on placename evidence, is not known. Early map evidence indicates buildings set out either side of 

the B5069 and along Mulsford Lane between Worthenbury Church in the west and the listed property known as 

Bowling Bank in the east. The modern village is surrounded by the extensive remains of a former medieval open 

field system on all sides.   

  

The proposed development will disturb any such remains surviving here, but from present knowledge it is 

impossible to estimate how damaging this might be, and thus to frame an appropriate archaeological response.  The 

planning authority appears to have insufficient information about this archaeological resource, or the applicant's 

intended treatment of it, to make a balanced decision.  As archaeology is a material consideration here I would 

advise that this application is not determined until this resource has been properly evaluated.   

  

Welsh Government Planning Policy Wales (Edition 7, July 2014), Circular 60/96 - Archaeology and Planning (Dec 96) 

and Powys UDP Policies ENV 17 and 18 suggest that planning authorities should require applicants to supply a 

suitable archaeological assessment in support of an application where a potential impact to archaeological remains 

is identified.  

  

The developer will need to engage an archaeological contractor to complete this work in accordance with a brief 

written by this office on request. In response the archaeological contractor will need to supply a written scheme of 

investigation along with their cost estimate. The written scheme of investigation will need to be approved by me 

before work can commence on site.   

  

I would advise that in order to allow sufficient time for an evaluation to be carried out, and the discussion of a 

subsequent mitigation strategy, the determination of the current application is delayed so that this information can 

be gathered and presented in support of the application.  

  

I have attached information on archaeological contractors that the developer may wish to consider engaging to 

complete evaluation work.  I have also attached a guidance note on the commissioning of archaeological works.  

  

Please contact me if you wish to discuss the above advice or require any more information.  

  

  

Regards  

  

Mark Walters 
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--------------------------------------------------- 

Mark Walters 
Development Control Archaeologist / Swyddog Rheoli Datblygiad   
 
Ffôn / Tel: 01938 553670, Mobile: 07736 163148 
 
E-bost / E-mail: markwalters@cpat.org.uk 
 
Ymddiriedolaeth Archaeolegol Clwyd-Powys, 41 Stryd Lydan, Y Trallwng, SY21 7RR Swyddfa Gofrestredig fel yr 
uchod. Rhif Cwmni 1212455, Rhif Elusen 508301, Sefydliad Cofrestredig IfA, Rhif 6. 
 
Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, 41 Broad Street, Welshpool, SY21 7RR Registered Office as above. Company 
No 1212455, Charity No 508301. Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Registered Organisation No 6. 
  
Please note that I do not work Fridays 

  

http://www.cpat.org.uk 

  

  

  

  


