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Philip Forster 
Planning Control Department 
Wrexham County Borough Council 
16 Lord Street 
Wrexham 
LL11 1LG 
 
Date: 8th October 2015 
 
Dear Mr Forster, 
 
OUTLINE APPLICATION FOR RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (5 DETACHED DWELLINGS) 
WITH ALL MATTERS RESERVED FOR FURTHER APPROVAL APART FROM ACCESS 
LAND EAST OF ALDERSIDE, STATION ROAD, OVERTON, LL13 0LJ 

 
Thank you for consulting Natural Resources Wales (NRW) about the above, which was received 
on the 5th October 2015. 
 
We have no objection to the application, but have the following comments:  
 
Protected Species 

 
Great Crested Newts 
 
Great Crested Newts are protected under the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010 (as amended) and the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
 
NRW notes an extended phase 1 habitat survey (Worsfold & Bowen, 28th September 2015) has 
been undertaken to a satisfactory standard. The result states there were no GCN founding any 
ponds within 100m of the site. However, to ensure that the development has no detrimental impact 
on the favourable conservation status of the GCN population, we request that a Reasonable 
Avoidance Measures Strategy (RAMS) is agreed to the satisfaction of the local authority prior to 
the commencement of any further development on site. The RAMS should be produced by a 
suitably qualified ecologist. 
 
In our opinion, if suitable reasonable avoidance measures are produced then the development is 
not likely to have an adverse effect on the interests listed above. 
 
Bats 
 
Bats are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside act 1981 (as amended) and the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). 
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NRW is satisfied that the bat survey (Worsfold & Bowen, 28th September 2015) has been carried 
out to an acceptable standard. The report states that there was no evidence that the tree on site 
was currently being used as a bat roost, but bats are using the site to forage. Due to the area being 
used as foraging ground for bats care should be taken in the type and location of any external 
lighting within the new development. We advise that a light spillage scheme should be agreed to 
the satisfaction of the local authority. 
 
Please note that we have not considered possible effects on all species and habitats  (including 
nesting birds) listed in section 42 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 
2006, or on the Local Biodiversity Action Plan or other local natural heritage interests. To comply 
with your authority's duty under section 40 of the NERC Act, to have regard to conserving 
biodiversity, your decision should take account of possible adverse effects on such interests.  
 
We recommend that you seek further advice from your authority's internal ecological adviser and/or 
nature conservation organisations such as the local Wildlife Trust, RSPB, etc. The Wales 
Biodiversity Partnership's web site has guidance for assessing proposals that have implications for 
section 42 habitats and species (www.biodiversitywales.org.uk). 
 
We refer you to the ‘Guidance notes for developers’ that is attached. We request that a copy of the 
guidance notes is provided to the applicants with any permission given for the proposal. 
 
Yn gywir / Yours’ faithfully, 

 
Mr. GARETH THOMAS 
Swyddog Cyswllt Cynllunio / Planning Liaison Officer 

Ebost/Email: Gareth.Thomas@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 

Deialu uniongyrchol/Direct dial: (0300) 065 3786 Siaradwr Cymraeg / Welsh Speaker  

 
cc: Roger Parry and Partners LLP 
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