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PLANT SPECIFICATION NOTES

EXISTING VEGETATION

Character:

Where retained, existing vegetation should be maintained to provide enhancement to the local

setting.

Actions:

 Existing trees to have the crowns lifted. Selective removal of the lower branches of a trees

crown to increase the distance between the base of the canopy and ground level, on

average this should be 1.2 -1.5m. Crown lifting to be carried out by a suitably trained

Arboriculturalist within the dormant season, usually November to March;

 All suckers, epicormic growth and weeds to be removed from the base of trees, and native

planting to improve health of the vegetation, sightlines/ visibility inside the site, whilst

maintaining screen externally;

 Any dead or diseased material to be inspected by an Arboriculturalist and necessary

remediation measures undertaken;

 All shrub planting to be pruned to maintain within a tidy neat condition.

ORNAMENTAL PLANTING

Character:

 Mass planting of mainly ornamental shrubs to help define spaces and provided seasonal

interest with foliage and flower types.

Actions:

 Ensure ground preparation is carried out in advance of planting, which is for shrubs, late

October to late March, conifers and evergreens September/October or April/May.  Container

grown plants can be planted at any time if ground and weather conditions are favourable;

 Water regularly during dry / summer periods to ensure successful establishment;

 Re-apply bark mulch beneath the shrubs where required to ensure that the area remains

weed free. Any weeds found should be removed by cultivation;

 Annual pruning of plants at the end of the growing season should be carried out.  Check all

shrubs and remove dead foliage, dead wood and broken/ damaged branches and stems.

Prunings should be taken away off site.  Generally pruning should be carried out as follows:

a) Shrubs flowering between March and July - immediately after the flowering period;

b) Shrubs flowering between July and October - back to old wood in winter;

c) Roses in early spring to encourage basal growths and a balanced, compact habit.

 All tasks should be carried out using best practice horticultural knowledge;

 Remove dead plants as soon as possible and replace in the next scheduled round of

replacements, after first investigating reasons for death.  Alternative plant species should be

used if there is potential for failure again;

 Shrubs are to be allowed to grow freely to achieve their natural form, and provide effective

cover.  Shrubs should be maintained to keep pedestrian visibility slight lines open;

 Plants to be re-firmed after frost to ensure they are not leaning, and that the soil level

around the plants remains at the same height as the nursery level;

 'Vitax Q4' or similar approved slow release fertiliser to be spread over the planting area in

accordance with the manufacturers recommendations.  Carry out a single application

between March and May for the first 3 years after planting.

TREE PLANTING

Character:

To create informal groups and formal urban 'avenue' plantings that will:

 Create strong focal points throughout the development;

 Create visual links throughout the scheme, and create a sense of orientation within the site;

 Aid habitat creation and biodiversity; and

 Provide screening qualities.

Actions:

 Ensure ground preparation is carried out in advance of planting season, which is for

deciduous bare root/ rootballed stock late October to late March, conifers and evergreens

September/October. Note: Containerised/container grown plants can be planted at any time

if ground and weather conditions are favourable.  The planting site will have a soil texture

and structure that will retain and release moisture and nutrients to the plant;

 After initial planting, damaged, dead, diseased or crossing branches shall be removed.

Water regularly to ensure successful establishment;

 In subsequent years remove and replace any tree to be found to be dead, dying, and

diseased or affected by vandalism;

 Within the early stages (2 years) of a tree's growth, the guying wires, ties, stakes, canes,

rabbit and tree guards should be monitored and repaired if damaged.  Loosen tree ties or

remove stakes if trees have become sufficiently established;

 Years 4-5 check trees for abrasions and chafing with tree stakes, guards and ties or each

other.  Loosen tree ties or remove stakes and guards if trees have become sufficiently

established.  Trees found to be rubbing against each other should have their crossing over

limbs removed, to limit the possibility of disease in the future;

 Replace mulch around the base of trees yearly as required to ensure the base remains

weed free and the soil retains moisture;

 Watering should be carried out as required to ensure successful establishment and

continued thriving of trees throughout this period;

 Prune off side shoots and epicormic growth to maintain a clear stem during June and again

in October each year.  At the same time cut out any crossing or damaged wood along with

any dead or diseased branches;

 'Vitax Q4' or similar approved slow release fertiliser to be spread to be the base of

establishing trees in accordance with the manufacturers' recommendations.  Carry out a

single application between March and May for the first 3 years after planting.
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