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Sensitivity of Landscape Character

1.12	 Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached 

to a landscape and the susceptibility of the landscape to changes that 

would arise as a result of the Proposed Development– see Pages 88-90 

of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility are assessed as high, medium 

or low.

Table 3: Sensitivity of Landscape Character

VALUE

HIGH MEDIUM LOW

SU
SC

EP
TI

B
IL

IT
Y HIGH High High Medium

MEDIUM High Medium Low

LOW Medium Low Low

Magnitude of Change on Landscape Character

1.13	 Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude 

change on landscape character as follows:

Table 4: Criteria for magnitude of change for landscape character

Negligible No notable introduction of new elements into the landscape 
or change to the scale, landform, land cover or pattern of 
landscape

Low Introduction of minor new elements into the landscape or some 
minor change to the scale, landform, land cover or pattern of 
landscape

Medium Introduction of some notable elements into the landscape or 
some notable change to the scale, landform, land cover or 
pattern of landscape

High Introduction of major elements into the landscape or some 
major change to the scale, landform, land cover or pattern of 
landscape

Sensitivity of Visual Receptors

1.14	 Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached 

to a view and the susceptibility of the receptor to changes in that view 

that would arise as a result of the Proposed Development– see Pages 

113-114 of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility are assessed as high, 

medium or low.

1.7	 The viewpoints are representational and not exhaustive. They are taken 

from publicly accessible land and not from any third party, private, land.

1.8	 The viewpoints were used as the basis for determining the effects 

of visual receptors within the entire study area. The viewpoints were 

photographed at 1.6 metres above ground level.

Assessment Criteria

1.9	 The significance of effects is ascertained by cross referencing the 

sensitivity of the baseline landscape or visual receptor and the magnitude 

of change as a result of the development.

Sensitivity of Landscape Features

1.10	 Sensitivity is determined by a combination of the value that is attached 

to a landscape feature or element and the susceptibility of the landscape 

feature/element to changes that would arise as a result of the Proposed 

Development– see Pages 88-90 of GLVIA3. Both value and susceptibility 

are assessed as high, medium or low.

Table 1  Sensitivity of Landscape Featuresr

VALUE

HIGH MEDIUM LOW

SU
SC

EP
TI

B
IL

IT
Y HIGH High High Medium

MEDIUM High Medium Low

LOW Medium Low Low

 
Magnitude of Change on Landscape Features

1.11	 Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude 

of direct physical impacts on individual existing landscape features as 

follows:

Table 2  Criteria for magnitude of change for landscape features

Negligible No loss or very minor alteration to part of an existing landscape 
feature

Low Minor loss or alteration to part of an existing landscape feature

Medium Some loss or alteration to part of an existing landscape feature

High Total or major loss of an existing landscape feature

 

Introduction

1.1	 The Landscape and Visual Appraisal has been undertaken in accordance 

with best practice, as outlined in the following published guidance:

•	 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd edition) 

- Landscape Institute/ Institute of Environmental Management and 

Assessment (2013)

•	 GLVIA3 Statement of Clarification 1/13

•	 Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and 

Scotland - (2002) Countryside Agency / Scottish Natural Heritage

•	 Photography and photomontage in landscape and visual assessment 

(2011) - Landscape Institute Advise Note 01/11

1.2	 The proposed scheme was assessed for the purposes of the landscape 

and visual analysis.

1.3	 The study area for the LVIA was taken to be a 5km radius from the site. 

However, the main focus of the assessment was taken as a radius of 

2km from the site as it is considered that beyond this distance, even with 

good visibility, the Proposed Developmentwould not be perceptible in the 

composite landscape.

1.4	 The effects on settings of heritage assets or ecological/environmental 

assets are not considered within this LVIA.

Landscape Elements and Character Assessment Methodology  

1.5	 A baseline landscape assessment was carried out to determine the 

current elements and character of the landscape within and surrounding 

the site. This involved an initial desktop study of:

•	 Ordnance survey maps at 1:50,000, 1:25,000 scales

•	 Aerial photographs of the site and surrounding area

•	 Datasets for rural designations from the MAGIC website (Multi 

Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside)

•	 Relevant planning policy

•	 National and local scale landscape character assessments

Visual Assessment Methodology  

1.6	 The assessment of visual effects was undertaken on the basis of viewpoint 

analysis as recommended in best practice guidelines. The viewpoints 

which are in different directions from the site and are at varying distances 

and locations were selected to represent a range of views and visual 

receptor types. 
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Table 5: Sensitivity of Visual Receptors

VALUE

HIGH MEDIUM LOW

SU
SC

EP
TI

B
IL

IT
Y HIGH High High Medium

MEDIUM High Medium Low

LOW Medium Low Low

Magnitude of Change on Visual Amenity

1.15	 Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude 

change on landscape character as follows:

Table 6: Criteria for magnitude of change for visual receptors

Negligible No notable change in the view

Low Some change in the view that is not prominent / few visual 
receptors affected

Medium Some change in the view that is clearly visible and forms 
an important but not defining element in the view

High Major change in the view that has a defining influence on 
the overall view / many visual receptors affected

Scale of Effects

1.16	 The scale of the landscape and visual effects is determined by cross 

referencing the sensitivity of the landscape feature, landscape character 

or view with the magnitude of change. The scale of effects is described as 

substantial, major, moderate, minor or negligible. 

Table 7: Scale of effect thresholds for landscape character, landscape 
features and visual receptors

Magnitude of Change

High Medium Low  Negligible

Se
ns

iti
vi

ty

High Major Major Moderate Minor 

Medium Major Moderate Minor Negligible

Low Moderate Minor Negligible Negligible
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Appendix 2: LANDMAP EXTRACTS
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