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Our Ref:	4212.005
Your Ref:	P/2009/0330

Catherine Queen is dealing with this matter
Direct Dial:	01925 844086
email:		CatherineQueen@tep.uk.com

SENT VIA EMAIL ONLY

Ms Janet Sutherberry
Wrexham County Borough Council, 
The Guildhall, 
Wrexham 
LL11 1AY2


Dear Janet

DISCHARGE OF PRE-COMMENCEMENT PLANNING CONDITIONS FOR THE LEGACY TO OSWESTRY 132KV OVERHEAD LINE CONNECTION:  CONDITIONS 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 AND 11 OF APPLICATION REFERENCE: P/2009/0330

TEP, on behalf of SP Manweb, submitted material to discharge planning conditions associated with consent for the above project which was acknowledged by Wrexham County Borough Council (WCBC) on December 4th 2013.  Comments were received by email, regarding Conditions 2, 3, 4 and 5, on 21st February 2014 and 12th March 2014. In addition we received a set of 18nr marked up plans on 6th August 2014, as referred to in your email of 6th February. 

Amendments to documents have been inserted in a bold typeface and underlined for clarity. 

We have amended the following documents in accordance with the Wrexham CBC comments received from you regarding the Landscape and Ecological protection and Mitigation Plan:
· 4212.05.003 Landscape and Ecological Protection and Mitigation Plan (LEPMP) Version 2
· LEPMP Appendix 1 Schedule of Tree Works (revised for Wrexham CBC only)
· LEPMP Appendix 2 Landscape Maintenance Schedules
· LEPMP Appendix 3 Standard Details for Hedgerow Planting
· LEPMP Appendix 4 Specifications for Bird and Bat Boxes
We have also added the following Appendices in response to the comments received:
· Appendix 5 Standard Details for Tree planting (provided for Wrexham CBC only)
· Appendix 6 Tree Protection Plans (provided for Wrexham CBC only)
· Appendix 7 Tree Replacement Plans (provided for Wrexham CBC only)

We have added a sentence to paragraph 4.25 of the Construction Method and restoration Plan (4212.02.001) as requested. No further amendments were requested on this document which is updated to Version 2.

We have amended the following documents in accordance with the Wrexham CBC comments received from you regarding the Environmental Management Plan:
· 4212.03 Environmental Management Plan
· Figures 1.1 to 1.18
· Figure 2
· Drawing D4212.001
· Drawing TEP.FEN.037a
· Appendix 1

We have responded to the comments provided on the tree protection and replacement detail supplied to discharge planning condition for this project.  I am also pleased to advise that SP Manweb have agreed to the requested tree replacement numbers and to the incorporation of the suggested paragraphs, protection fencing alignments and requests for additional detail.  We have also refined the 5 year plan of aftercare for new trees to include watering and the installation of stock fencing where required.

However, SP Manweb are unable to accommodate the request for details on the long-term management of trees, beyond their commitment to the standard 5 years aftercare and defects period.  The 10 year plan you request is deemed to be undeliverable given that the default location for new tree planting is on private land. As presented in the Landscape and Ecological Protection and Mitigation Plan (LEPMP) there will be a mechanism by which advice is disseminated to landowners advising them on long-term management of newly planted trees, but following the end of the standard 5 year period responsibility for their long-term care will be transferred from SP Manweb. 
 
We have undertaken an Arboricultural Impact Assessment of the cable route from the substation to the start of the overhead line and this will be provided as an addendum to the discharge documents in the week commencing 22nd September.

As agreed by telephone on 2nd September, we are providing you with two hard copies of all those documents which have been amended in accordance with the arboricultural comments. The documents are too large to be emailed and you have expressed a wish that they are not to be provided on a CD. Digital copies of the documents can therefore be accessed and downloaded online, as pdfs, through TEP Client Portal 13 as follows:

Client Access 13:

Url:		https://clientportal.tep.uk.com
Username:	Tep\tepca13
Password:	Tepca1909

Please note that you must type out the username and password.  Do not copy and paste this information as this will not work.

Shropshire Council provided decision notices for all the relevant conditions on 28th January 2014. SP Energy Networks and its appointed construction contractors Iberdrola Engineering and Construction and Balfour Beatty has commenced work on the 132kV overhead line and underground cable in the Shropshire area of the project. 

SP Energy Networks has notified local residents, ward councillors, MPs and community/parish councils and has also put out a press release to local media. A copy of the letter and press release are included for reference. The press release includes useful contact information should you receive enquiries about the project.

Work is due to start in Wrexham as soon as the outstanding conditions have been discharged. We look forward to receiving a response to this letter, and the amended materials submitted to discharge planning conditions, as soon as possible following receipt of the documents.  

Yours Sincerely,




Catherine Queen CMLI AIEMA
Principal Environmental Planner
TEP

Enc:	Resident Letter and Press Release for works approved by Shropshire County Council
Copy:	Claire Duffy SP Energy Networks,  
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