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This Statement of Community Involvement summarises the pre-application engagement and
consultation Lightsource has undertaken with the local community and stakeholders for the
proposed solar farm at Trench Farm, Red Hall Lane, Wrexham, LL13 ONA.

Details of our engagement with Wrexham County Borough Council (including pre-
application engagement and EIA screening) are provided in Section 2 of the Design and
Access Statement.

The aim and objectives of the engagement programme have been to inform and engage
with the local community and stakeholders, in order to ensure local people are aware of the
proposal and have the chance to find out more and express their views.

A range of methods have been employed to engage with stakeholders and the local
community.

A four page leaflet providing information on the proposal was mailed to 115 local residents
and businesses in the area on 5™ June, 2014. Copies and personal invitations to our drop-in
event were also sent to the Ward Member (Clir Kenyon) and the Overton Community
Council.

This leaflet provided an introduction to the proposal, publicised the upcoming community
engagement event, and included details for accessing the project website. The leaflet also
provided details on how to contact the Lightsource team for further information.

A copy of the information leaflet is included in Appendix A.

The leaflet included a freepost feedback form, these were also available at the community
engagement event, and provided on the project website. A second information leaflet will
be sent to all those who provided either an address of email contact with their feedback
form, this will provide an update on amendments made to the project, as well as advising
that the proposal has now been submitted to Wrexham County Borough Council.

A Project Website was created through Lightsource’s online Community Portal. The website
was launched prior to the leaflet being sent out, and details on how to access it were
provided in the leaflet. The website includes:

e Downloadable information packs;

e Site specific information;

e General solar PV information;

e Videos of existing operational solar farms; and
e Anelectronic feedback form.
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The website will continue to be updated with relevant information as the project
progresses.

2.3 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENT

In order to engage with the local community, to inform them of our intended plans and gain
feedback on our proposal, Lightsource organised a community information drop-in event.
This was held at the Overton Village Hall on Thursday 19t June, 2014, between 5.30pm and
8pm.

In addition to the leaflet mail out detailed above, an advertisement was placed in the
Wrexham Leader advising of the event (see Appendix B) on the 6™ June 2014, and a press
release sent to all newspapers covering the local area (see Appendix C).

At the information event the following information was available:

e Display boards provided information about the proposal and solar technology, these
included an indicative layout;

e Information packs and leaflets covering solar PV, the biodiversity enhancements seen at
existing solar farms, and agricultural co-use options;

e Multimedia in the form of videos on various aspects of solar PV and solar farms; and

e Feedback forms.

Representatives from Lightsource were available throughout the drop-in event to provide
information and answer questions, as well as take note of any concerns raised.

Approximately 15 people attended the drop-in event.
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2.4 BRIEFINGS FOR COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND WARD MEMBER

Prior to the community engagement event, Lightsource made contact with Overton
Community Council and the Ward Member (Clir Kenyon) providing information regarding
the proposal and offering to meet and discuss the proposals prior to the community
engagement event.

Neither party have committed to pre-application discussions to date, however members of
the Community Council did attend the information evening. An offer to discuss the proposal
in more detail was made, and Lightsource will continue to provide updates to both the
Community Council and the local Ward Member.

2.5 MebDIA

As noted above, Lightsource sent out a press release in advance of the community
engagement event in order to maximise awareness of the proposal and details for the drop-
in event.

A copy of the Press Release is provided in Appendix C. Articles were published in the
following publications:

e Daily Post (Wales)

e Wrexham.com

e BBC Wales

e Leader Series (local newspaper series)
e BBCRadio Cymru

e Wales on Sunday
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e Heart North West and Wales (radio)
e BBC Radio Shropshire (as it’s close to the border)
e Shropshire Star

As part of the community engagement, Lightsource has specifically sought contact with local
suppliers and contractors who could provide services during the construction and post-
construction maintenance of the solar farm. For example, local accommodation providers,
landscapers, and tradesmen.

These details have been compiled in a local Service Provider Register, and Lightsource will
seek to utilise these services were appropriate.

Following the leaflet mail out, website launch and community engagement event, no
completed feedback forms were received. Lightsource representatives at the community
engagement event did however take note of matters and concerns raised during
conversations with attendees.

These matters were limited, but focussed on the following:

e Visual impact, particularly when viewed from the adjacent footpaths and from
Lightwood Green to the north;

e Impact of the cable route on individual properties and services.

e Physical impact on footpaths in the area

e Site selection, and potential to expand in the future.

Once these quesries were raised and the proposal was explained, there was no outstanding
matters of concern. It is fair to say that any concerns were based on misinformation (in
terms of exact site location), and were easily dispelled once this was clarified. There was
also a lot of general interest in the proposal, and in solar in general.

Overall the feedback received was largely positive, with no significant concerns raised.

The community engagement process has allowed Lightsource to inform the local community
of our proposal, and to gain feedback, thus enabling due consideration to be given to
matters of importance to the local community.

Lightsource has responded to the feedback received in a number of ways including:
provision of additional information; addressing issues raised through the Design and Access
Statement and accompanying technical assessments.
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As discussed above, all issues raised were based on a lack of information, and these were all
addressed during the consultation process. For example, in relation to visual impact, we
were able to explain that our planting plans will ensure that the site is screened as much as
possible, which in this instance is almost completely. Other aspects were addressed in a
similar manner, in addition the Planning Application and all supporting documents have
been carefully developed to ensure as much information is provided as possible to avoid
ambiguity for people unable to attend the event.

Given the lack of concern expressed during the pre-application consultation phase, no
amendments have been made to the layout resulting from this step in the process.

Lightsource has undertaken a comprehensive pre-application engagement programme in
order to proactively inform and engage with the local community and key stakeholders. 115
households were directly informed of the proposal, and many more were made aware
through media articles as a result of our press release.

Overall, it is felt that there is very little opposition to the proposal, largely due to the relative
invisibility of the site.
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APPENDIX A — LEAFLET
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APPENDIX B — NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT

COMMUNITY
INFORMATION EVENING

Proposed Solar Farm Location:
Trench farm, Wrexham, LL|3 ONA

OVERTON
ERBISTOCK

PROPOSED
SOLAR FARM

Information packs will be sent out
' in the area. If you haven't received
one and would like to, please
contact us:

T: 0333 200 0755
E: info@lightsource-re.co.uk

A solar farm does not
only provide green
energy...

LIGHTSOURCE

RENEWABLE ENERGY LIMITED

W: www.lightsource-re.co.uk
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APPENDIX C — PRESS RELEASE

LIGHTSOURCE

YoM

Overton residents invited to discuss a potential solar farm with the UK’s
leading solar energy generator

Lightzource Renewzble Energy, the UK's leading zolar energy generator, is inviting residents to
discuss proposals to instsll 3 zolar farm at Trench Farm, on Red Hall Lane, Overton-on Dee,
Wrexham. Initial plans for the 7.5 Megawatt Peak (MWp) farm will be displayed at 3 Community
Information Evening on Thursday 19® June, from 5.30pm to 8pm, 3t Overton Village Ha¥l, on Pen-y-
Uan Street, Overtorn-on-Dee, Wrexham.

Rezidents will have an opportunity to meet with the Lightsource team at the event to help shape the
proposals before they are submitted to Wrexham County Borough Council. The initial designs have
already been zent to local residents in the hope that they will provide ideas 35 the plans evolve,
enszuring the project best fits with the activities and aspirations of the wider community.

The design and layout of the solar farm will allow il of the fields to maintain their agricultural use
for grazing small livestock. The land currently houses 3 motocross track - this will now make way for
a flock of sheep and an array of solar panels which can provide enough power for 2,000 homes. All
other activities — caravan site, airstrip and fishing pond — around the site will be unaffected and will
continue a5 normal. The pazsive nature of the solar development also means there are 3 number of
biodiversity and wildife enhancements that can be impiemented on site. Other solar farms operated
by Lightsource have establizhed wild flower meadows, bird and bat boxes and log pies to enhance
habitats. Lightsource planners are currently working with ecological consultants to establizh the best
enhancements for Trench Farm.

Conor McGuigan, Planning and Development Director at Lightsource, zaid: “Consultation with local
residents is extremely important to us 33 part of our development process. Solar farms have 3 very
small installation footprint and a typical development takes up less than 30 per cent of the sllocated
area, zo there are plenty of opportunities for people to share ideas for putting the rest to good use
az well. We understand that people may also have questions or concerns they would like to raise
and we would welcome their input. It's 3 great chance for the surrounding community to
communicate any idess, 0 we can evolve the plans for Trench Farm with the help of their local

knowledge.

Due to the numerous opportunities that this development will present to the local communty,
Lightzource is looking for the following regional expertize to get involved:-

- Locsl residents to provide input into the initial cesign and planning

- Wildlife enthusiasts — zolar farms provide excellent opportunities to enhance
biodiversity and support local initiatives

- Resicents with local knowledge which will help inform the route of daytime deliveries
whilst the solar farms are being installed

- Security perzornel!

- Civil roadways experts

- Storage and logistics businesses

- Fendng experts

- Accommodation & food and beverage providers

- Landscapers specizfising in locsl/native species

Mighennan vn s b gy st Loved & 35 OO Bullag Gombon, B0 20N | mmmiigvacnn sn ek | Toa0d EEIE SR EIN B Ll
i m haawiine ey Linited b o e len oy wiiace 3 Enghiud s Pumd Gbsnsy e T 1%04)
e £, 30 0 Ry Stniion, BOAS TAM VAT ssevivns 51704000
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The Trench Farm site is heavily screened by natural vegetation and woodland. so would not be
visible from nearby roads or residences. Any areas of hedgerow slong the perimeter that are
thinning or missing will be enhanced with new planting. which will also serve to boldster wildlife
habitzits. Installation of the site would take up 1o hao months, in which time traffic around the site
will be kept to 2 minimum — averaging arownd six deliveries per day.

The operation of 2 solar farm is of no disturbance to farm animals, wildlife or other activities nezirby.
Ko fiood lighting iz needed and there are no moving parts. The solzr panels, which reach 2 maximum
height of Z.5m, are designed spedfically to absorb daydight and have an anti-reflective surface
ensures any reflection of light is minimal. &% the end of a solar farm’s working life, the installation
can be pulled out of the soil and the entire ares resored easily to ‘green field” land.

Conor adds: “Part of the Trench Farm site has previoushy been used for @ mofocross track bt this
will be restored to fiat grazing land. $ur plans will make as litthe impact on the surroundings as
possible znd all other activities on and arownd the land can continue 25 befone. The site will remiain
in operation for at least 25 years, so we want to work with the local community to ensure that we
are the best neighbours that we can be. It is still early days for the proposals, which is why we are
keen for loczld businesses, residents and wildlife enthusiasts to help shape these plans.”

- mads-

Motes to editor/freguently asked guestions:

How much energy will the solsr farm produce?

The designs will evolwe with the results of our sssessments and community fesdback. The satistics
of the current desizns ane:

Land at Trench Farm, Wrexhom, [L13 OKA

Generation Capacity 7.5MWp

Capable of powering: 2,000 homes

Carbon emizsions saved annually: 3,400 tonnes

Where does the electricity go?

Chris Buckland, Technical Director at Lightsource: “The enengy generated by a solar farm enters the
electricty prid at a locl point of connection - usually the clos=st substation. It is then distributed by
the loczl District Network Operator [DRO) and the National Grid. Local energy consumption tzke-off
will conswme some, if not the majority, of the enengy generated. The influx of enensy from the solar
farm can be equated to a stream entering a lake which has multiple distributaries. The majority of
the water from the stream will flow owt of the lake agzin via the dosest distributary. If this narmows,
mone of the water continues imo the lake and onto the next closest exit point.

“Depending on the voltage level at which the penersted energy is connected to the Grid, and where
this iz in the local distribution netwark, there may well be 2 woltzge reinforcement or stabilisztion of
the line to which the power is connected. 5o local consumers might see any “voltmge drop” problems
such a5 dim lights, much impnosed whilst the solar farm is gererating.”

Whiy hareest energy instead of food?

It i=n"t @ choice - solar farms can do both. The site ot Trench Farm is being desizned to
accommadate sheep prazing, enzbling the solar farm to produce energy whilst continuing the land's
agricultural wse.
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Are zolar farms irreversible development?

No - the panels are mounted on an aluminium framework with steel legs which are pile driven into
the zoil. At the end of our lease period {usually sbout 25-30 years) the installation will be
cdizmantled and removed without harming the land.

Is solar power suited to the UX climate?
Yes - zolar panelz co not reguire direct zuniight to produce electricity, only daylight. So they still
work well on cloudy days, and actually perform more efficiently in cooler temperatures.

How will the equipment be protected?

The zolar farm would be endlozed by 3 timber and wire agricultural fence of about 2 metres in
height, appropriate to its rural setting. This iz positioned within the current field pattermn and on the
inside of any hedgerow planting. No flood lighting iz required.

Are solar farms notsy?
No - you would not expect to hear any noise beyond the site boundary.

Iz there a danger to motorists or aircraft as & result of reflection from the panels?

No - zolar panels are designed to abzorb light rather than reflect it. Lightsource has commiszioned
seversl ‘glint and glare’ aszessments as part of our planning process, and it is generally accepted that
zolar farms are not dangerous to aircraft In fact many sirports, including London Gatwick, have zolar
instaliztions on their premizes.

What will the impact be on wildlife?

Solar farms have the potential to bring about significant increazes in wildlife populationz on
agricultural land. They are essentially secure sites with little disturbance from humans or machinery
once inztallation iz complete. Adcitionaly, we often plant new trees and hedgerows, and zeed wild
flowerz and graszes, all of which enhance prospects for locsl wildife. Take 3 look at our “‘Walk on
the Wild Side’ caze study to find out more.

Iz there an impact on flood risk?
No - the posts on which the panels are mounted typically take up jess than 1% of the land ares, with
the majority of the site being grassiand.

Will the solar farm cause traffic disruption?

No - once the zolar farm iz in place it would reguire very littie maintenance, with acces: only needed
occasionally using regular cars, vans or 4xdz. This should csuze no disruption at 3ll. During
installation, 3 Traffic Management Plan iz followed to avoid pesk times and unzafe routes as the
equipment iz being celivered.
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