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1 INTRODUCTION 

This Statement of Community Involvement summarises the pre-application engagement and 
consultation Lightsource has undertaken with the local community and stakeholders for the 
proposed solar farm at Trench Farm, Red Hall Lane, Wrexham, LL13 0NA. 

Details of our engagement with Wrexham County Borough Council (including pre-
application engagement and EIA screening) are provided in Section 2 of the Design and 
Access Statement.  

2 ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY AND METHODS 

The aim and objectives of the engagement programme have been to inform and engage 
with the local community and stakeholders, in order to ensure local people are aware of the 
proposal and have the chance to find out more and express their views. 

A range of methods have been employed to engage with stakeholders and the local 
community. 

2.1 INFORMATION LEAFLET 

A four page leaflet providing information on the proposal was mailed to 115 local residents 
and businesses in the area on 5th June, 2014. Copies and personal invitations to our drop-in 
event were also sent to the Ward Member (Cllr Kenyon) and the Overton Community 
Council. 

This leaflet provided an introduction to the proposal, publicised the upcoming community 
engagement event, and included details for accessing the project website. The leaflet also 
provided details on how to contact the Lightsource team for further information. 

A copy of the information leaflet is included in Appendix A. 

The leaflet included a freepost feedback form, these were also available at the community 
engagement event, and provided on the project website. A second information leaflet will 
be sent to all those who provided either an address of email contact with their feedback 
form, this will provide an update on amendments made to the project, as well as advising 
that the proposal has now been submitted to Wrexham County Borough Council.  

2.2 PROJECT WEBSITE 

A Project Website was created through Lightsource’s online Community Portal. The website 
was launched prior to the leaflet being sent out, and details on how to access it were 
provided in the leaflet. The website includes: 

 Downloadable information packs; 

 Site specific information; 

 General solar PV information;  

 Videos of existing operational solar farms; and 

 An electronic feedback form. 
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The website will continue to be updated with relevant information as the project 
progresses.  

2.3 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENT 

In order to engage with the local community, to inform them of our intended plans and gain 
feedback on our proposal, Lightsource organised a community information drop-in event. 
This was held at the Overton Village Hall on Thursday 19th June, 2014, between 5.30pm and 
8pm. 

In addition to the leaflet mail out detailed above, an advertisement was placed in the 
Wrexham Leader advising of the event (see Appendix B) on the 6th June 2014, and a press 
release sent to all newspapers covering the local area (see Appendix C). 

At the information event the following information was available: 

 Display boards provided information about the proposal and solar technology, these 
included an indicative layout; 

 Information packs and leaflets covering solar PV, the biodiversity enhancements seen at 
existing solar farms, and agricultural co-use options; 

 Multimedia in the form of videos on various aspects of solar PV and solar farms; and 

 Feedback forms. 

Representatives from Lightsource were available throughout the drop-in event to provide 
information and answer questions, as well as take note of any concerns raised.  

Approximately 15 people attended the drop-in event. 

 



 

Statement of Community Involvement Page 3 

 

 

2.4 BRIEFINGS FOR COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND WARD MEMBER 

Prior to the community engagement event, Lightsource made contact with Overton 
Community Council and the Ward Member (Cllr Kenyon) providing information regarding 
the proposal and offering to meet and discuss the proposals prior to the community 
engagement event. 

Neither party have committed to pre-application discussions to date, however members of 
the Community Council did attend the information evening. An offer to discuss the proposal 
in more detail was made, and Lightsource will continue to provide updates to both the 
Community Council and the local Ward Member.  

2.5 MEDIA 

As noted above, Lightsource sent out a press release in advance of the community 
engagement event in order to maximise awareness of the proposal and details for the drop-
in event. 

A copy of the Press Release is provided in Appendix C. Articles were published in the 
following publications: 

 Daily Post (Wales) 

 Wrexham.com 

 BBC Wales 

 Leader Series (local newspaper series) 

 BBC Radio Cymru 

 Wales on Sunday 
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 Heart North West and Wales (radio) 

 BBC Radio Shropshire (as it’s close to the border) 

 Shropshire Star  

2.6 SERVICE PROVIDER REGISTER 

As part of the community engagement, Lightsource has specifically sought contact with local 
suppliers and contractors who could provide services during the construction and post-
construction maintenance of the solar farm. For example, local accommodation providers, 
landscapers, and tradesmen.  

These details have been compiled in a local Service Provider Register, and Lightsource will 
seek to utilise these services were appropriate.  

3 SUMMARY OF FEEDBACK 

Following the leaflet mail out, website launch and community engagement event, no 
completed feedback forms were received. Lightsource representatives at the community 
engagement event did however take note of matters and concerns raised during 
conversations with attendees. 

These matters were limited, but focussed on the following: 

 Visual impact, particularly when viewed from the adjacent footpaths and from 
Lightwood Green to the north; 

 Impact of the cable route on individual properties and services. 

 Physical impact on footpaths in the area 

 Site selection, and potential to expand in the future. 

Once these quesries were raised and the proposal was explained, there was no outstanding 
matters of concern. It is fair to say that any concerns were based on misinformation (in 
terms of exact site location), and were easily dispelled once this was clarified. There was 
also a lot of general interest in the proposal, and in solar in general. 

Overall the feedback received was largely positive, with no significant concerns raised. 

4 RESPONSE TO FEEDBACK 

The community engagement process has allowed Lightsource to inform the local community 
of our proposal, and to gain feedback, thus enabling due consideration to be given to 
matters of importance to the local community. 

Lightsource has responded to the feedback received in a number of ways including: 
provision of additional information; addressing issues raised through the Design and Access 
Statement and accompanying technical assessments. 
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4.1 ISSUES ADDRESSED THROUGH PLANNING APPLICATION 

As discussed above, all issues raised were based on a lack of information, and these were all 
addressed during the consultation process. For example, in relation to visual impact, we 
were able to explain that our planting plans will ensure that the site is screened as much as 
possible, which in this instance is almost completely. Other aspects were addressed in a 
similar manner, in addition the Planning Application and all supporting documents have 
been carefully developed to ensure as much information is provided as possible to avoid 
ambiguity for people unable to attend the event. 

4.2 AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSAL 

Given the lack of concern expressed during the pre-application consultation phase, no 
amendments have been made to the layout resulting from this step in the process. 

5 CONCLUSION 

Lightsource has undertaken a comprehensive pre-application engagement programme in 
order to proactively inform and engage with the local community and key stakeholders. 115 
households were directly informed of the proposal, and many more were made aware 
through media articles as a result of our press release.  

Overall, it is felt that there is very little opposition to the proposal, largely due to the relative 
invisibility of the site. 
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APPENDIX A – LEAFLET 
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APPENDIX B – NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
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APPENDIX C – PRESS RELEASE 
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