FORMER BRYMBO STEELWORKS SITE
RECLAMATION AND REDEVELOPMENT

GREAT CRESTED NEWT

BACKGROUND

Planning Permission was granted for the Reclamation and Redevelopment of the former Brymbo Steelworks site in November 1997 (Ref: BRY CB00016).
Condition No 16 of that permission required that reclamation works should not commence until various works had been fully implemented, including:
· identification or creation of waterbodies to receive newts, and

· transfer of newts from the Hot Pool and other waterbodies where found following survey.
INITIAL SURVEY INFORMATION

A general Ecological Survey of the site, carried out in 1995 had identified the possibility of Great Crested Newts in the Hot Pool (Arbor Vitae).
Further surveys in June/July 1999 confirmed the presence of both Great Crested Newt and Smooth Newt.

A fuller survey, agreed with CCW was carried out in 2000, and again this demonstrated that the population was good for Great Crested Newt and excellent for Smooth Newt. 

 LICENCE UNDER CONSERVATION (NATURAL HABITATS etc) REGS 1994

A Licence under Regulation 44 of the above Regulations was sought and obtained on 14th May 2001 (Ref: GCN/056/NAW/IND). This related to the installation of permanent newt fencing around an area (within which four new ponds had been created) which was to act as a receptor site for translocated newts. The four ponds (formed in 1999) are all fed by a natural water source which trickles between them and range in size as follows:

· Pond 1 - 2.2m x 4.0m x 0.7m deep (also acting as silt trap)
· Pond 2 - 16.0m x4.0m x 1.25m deep (clay lined)
· Pond 3 - Circular 12.0m. diameter, 2m deep 

· Pond 4 - Circular 10.0m diameter, 1.5m deep
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A fifth circular pond was added in 2002, in a more open (less prone to shading) area.

The original receptor site occupied an old railway cutting which is now an area of semi-natural oak/ash woodland with scrub. The area contains numerous potential hibernation sites in remnant sandstone walls, woodland and scrub.

 MONITORING SURVEY INFORMATION

Translocation commenced in 2001 and continued into 2002 prior to the complete removal of the former habitat - the Hot Pool.
2002 SURVEY: A thorough survey involving six visits between March and August demonstrated the following:

· Pond 1 - No newts

· Ponds 2, 3 and 4 - Great Crested Newts identified, although Pond 2 showed only two males in the March visit

· Ponds 3 and 4 - Best for both Great Crested and Smooth Newts with evidence of all stages of life cycle.

· Maximum count was 20, i.e. a medium size population
2004 SURVEY: Confirmed the presence of both species, with an average population of smooth and low population of Great Crested Newt. 
2005 SURVEY: Six visits between March and July:

· Pond 1 - No newts (shallow and over-shaded)

· Pond 2 - Great Crested and Smooth Newts recorded. Pond somewhat over-vegetated.

· Pond 3 - Supports both species. Reduced blanket weed cover 

· Pond 4 - Good counts of both species. 

· Pond 5 - Developing well - warmest pool. Evidence of Great Crested and Smooth Newt tadpoles.
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2006 SURVEY:  Brief survey carried out in June. This indicated the presence of both Great Crested and Smooth Newts in all ponds.
EXTENSION TO RECEPTOR AREA

It was always intended that as reclamation works progressed, the Receptor Area would be extended. Following approved restoration works on the Wonder Bank, this was successfully achieved. Further pools were created on the southern flank of the original receptor area both to act as additional habitats for newts and to provide a balancing function for surface water drainage from the Wonder Bank. The exclusion fencing was removed in part and relocated to enable newts to migrate out onto the Wonder Bank but still prevent movement towards the redeveloped Steelworks site. The upper level of the Wonder Bank was cleared of scrub vegetation and the brash was left in heaps in the central area of the site to provide substantial hibernacula for the newt population.
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MANAGEMENT
Throughout the period since 1999, the pools have been monitored and de-silted as appropriate. Barley Straw inoculation has been employed to control blanket weed. Clearance of vegetation with selective tree felling and coppicing has been undertaken to ensure that the ponds do not become too overgrown or over shadowed.
The newt fencing has been checked on a regular basis by on-site staff and any breaks repaired and any vegetation encroachment cleared to ensure its integrity.
THE FUTURE 

The formation of the series of pools, the fencing of the receptor area and the translocation exercise were all undertaken to enable the permitted reclamation and redevelopment of the former Steelworks site to be carried out with minimal effect on protected species. This has been achieved and the receptor site, now further extended and still effectively isolated from the site, may be regarded as a success.
In terms of the overall development of the reclaimed steelworks site, there still remains much to do. Over the coming years the site will see development of the following:

· Completion of construction of the Spine Road linking Tan y Fron in the south with Brymbo in the north (at High Street and Railway Road)

· Formation of a school on land already set aside for that purpose
· Introduction of Supermarket and smaller retail units

· Employment Developments

· Construction of Apartment development on the site of the former Power House

· Further housing development at the northern end of the site

· Development of the Heritage Area Buildings (both as a visitor attraction and with some ongoing use)
· Development of the Fossil Forest area as an internationally significant visitor attraction.

All of these developments are achievable without encroaching upon or adversely affecting the current protected receptor site. 

All of the land which is to be developed has been subject to remediation; has all been excavated and covered with five metres of compacted clean backfill. No soils have been imported to these areas and consequently, vegetation cover is very sparce. No water bodies exist on the former steelworks site. As a consequence of the above, the site represents very poor habitat in terms of great crested newt.  
THE CURRENT PROPOSALS
· The current proposals relates to the development of a supermarket together with six smaller retail units in the central area of the reclaimed site, and housing at the southern end of the site. 

· The Supermarket site is located some 350 - 400 metres from the receptor area which as indicated above is securely 'newt-fenced'. 

· The site has been subject of reclamation and supports vary sparce vegetation 


· In a series of walk-over inspections through the Spring - Summer period, no evidence of newts has become apparent. 

· In the event of a grant of planning permission, there will be a significant delay prior to any development commencing. It is unlikely that any work would commence until the Spine Road (already permitted) has been constructed.

· Prior to any works commencing, care will be taken to ensure that the working area is clear of newts and that no design features are included that might result in incidental capture/killing.
· Records will be maintained on site to demonstrate that maintenance works within the receptor site and clearance works within the development site are being appropriately implemented and audited.

· If considered appropriate the owner is prepared to discuss the potential of a Regulation 53 (2) (e) licence under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010.
SECTION OF NEWT FENCE FORMED TO CREATE ORIGINAL RECEPTOR AREA
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NEWT FENCING EXTENDED TO INCORPORATE THE WONDER BANK AREA





ADDITIONAL PONDS FORMED AT FOOT OF WONDER BANK





HIBERNACULA FORMED ON THE SURFACE OF THE WONDER BANK





SITE OF PROPOSED SUPERMARKET DEVELOPMENT








