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1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 PROJECT INTRODUCTION 
Applied Landscape Design commissioned Middlemarch Environmental Ltd to undertake an Arboricultural 

Survey and compile an Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) of trees surrounding the proposed 

redevelopment area on the Plas Coch Road site in Wrexham. This report represents the AMS element, the 

Arboricultural Survey can be found in Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report Number RT-MME-110920-01.  

 

It is understood that the development works proposed for the site include the realignment of Plas Coch Road 

and the establishment of new landscaping. 

 
1.2 Site DESCRIPTION 

The site of Plas Coch Road is located in the town of Wrexham in Denbighshire at National Grid Reference 

SJ 325 513. The site is bordered by Plas Coch Road to the east and south. The northern and western 

boundaries of the site are formed by the current retail park and associated collector roads and car parking 

areas. 
 

The survey area was predominantly formed by trees located within a shrub bed adjacent to Plas Coch 

Road. The species present in this location comprised maturing London plane (Platanus x hispanica), in the 

western area of the survey, recently established pines (Pinus sp.) and a multistemmed silver birch (Betula 

pendula) could be found. Shrub planting in conjunction with a beech hedge (Fagus sylvatica) followed the 

line of Plas Coch Road and formed a natural boundary which separated the retail park and the pavement of 

Plas Coch Road.  
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2. ARBORICULTURAL METHOD STATEMENT 
All trees within and closely surrounding the survey area have been surveyed and each has been identified 

with a unique number.  The location of the trees can be found on Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Drawing 

Number C110920-02-01, Appendix 1. The full details of each of the trees, including the Root Protection Area 

(RPA) can be found in Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Report Number RT-MME- 110920-01. 

 

There are no new areas of planting to be specifically protected during the construction phase.  

 

2.1 CONSTRUCTION EXCLUSION ZONE 
The Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ) required by the current edition (2005) BS 5837 Trees in Relation to 

Construction relates to the stem diameter of each tree (when measured at a height of 1.5 m from ground 

level) in combination with the canopy spread of the tree.  This exclusion zone will ensure that the tree roots 

and canopy are protected from damage during the construction processes.   

 

The CEZs are defined by the protective fencing and/or ground protection marked on the Tree Protection Plan 

(TPP), Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Drawing Number C110920-01-01 (Appendix 1). 

 

The CEZs are to be afforded protection at all times and will be protected by fencing or appropriate ground 

protection.  Where possible works will not be undertaken within any CEZs that causes compaction to the soil 

or severance of tree roots.  

 
2.2 PROTECTIVE FENCING 
The protective fencing will be erected prior to the commencement of any site works e.g. before any materials 

or machinery are brought on site or the stripping of soil commences. Signs will be installed on the protective 

fencing to inform site staff of responsibilities and will include the headings listed in Appendix 2. The fencing 

will remain in place until completion of the main construction phase and then only be removed with the 

consent of the local planning authority to permit completion of the scheme.  

 

The fencing will ideally be constructed as per Figure 2 in BS 5837 2005 and be fit for the purpose of 

excluding any construction activity (Appendix 3). Any variation will be agreed with the local planning authority 

Arboricultural Officer. The local planning authority will be notified in writing once the fencing is in place.  

 

Where protective fencing is to be erected beneath the tree’s canopy or within the Root Protection Area 

(RPA) i.e. within the CEZ, posts will be no closer than 1 m to the base of the tree and will utilise scaffolding 

poles.  Any excavations within the RPA will be hand dug. This is to reduce root damage.   

 

The fencing is to be sited in accordance with the TPP Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Drawing Number 

C110920-02-01 (Appendix 1). 
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Other than works detailed within this method statement or approved in writing by the local planning authority, 

no works including storage or dumping of materials shall take place within the CEZs defined by the 

protective fencing. 

2.3 GROUND PROTECTION 
There will not be a requirement for ground protection at this site. 

 

If ground protection is to be installed it must be capable of supporting the expected loads and avoid 

compaction and damage to the soil. 

 

The primary method of protecting the ground when erecting scaffolding within the RPA is by installing a 

geotextile fabric and side-abutting scaffold boards on a compressible layer eg woodchip (Appendix 4).  The 

scaffolding may be erected first with uprights placed on spreader boards and the ground protection installed 

between the uprights. 

 

If wheeled or tracked construction traffic is to be used within the RPA of the retained trees then ground 

protection will involve the use of a cellular confinement system, reinforced concrete slabs or track board 

systems details of which are to specified by an engineer and approved by the local authority before 

construction commences. 

 

If only pedestrian access is required to the CEZ the ground protection will comprise a single thickness 

scaffold board on top of a compressible layer laid onto a geotextile fabric.  Any variation will be agreed with 

the local planning authority Arboricultural Officer.   

 

2.4 PRECAUTIONS IN RESPECT OF TEMPORARY WORKS 
Temporary access into CEZs will not be required on site.  

 

2.5 ACCESS DETAILS 
Construction Vehicles 

The construction access will be from the Plas Coch Road and adjacent retail park car parking areas, and will 

pass outside the RPAs of the retained trees.   

 

2.6 CONTRACTORS CAR PARKING 
Parking on site will occur on areas of existing hardstanding. 
 

2.7 SITE COMPOUND 
The site compound will be located as specified on Middlemarch Environmental Drawing Number C110920-

02-01 (Appendix 1).  
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2.8 STORAGE SPACE 
The material storage will be located in the area shown on Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Drawing Number 

C110920-02-01 (Appendix 1). 

If additional storage areas are required these will utilise existing areas of hardstanding or areas outside the 

CEZs. 

2.9 INFRASTRUCTURE REQUIREMENTS 
Following discussion with WSP Engineering it has been established that there are no services located within 

the RPA of the retained trees. 

 

If any underground services are to be installed within the CEZs then an arborist will be consulted prior to the 

installation of the services. The methodology of installation will be in accordance with NJUG Guidelines for 

the Planning, Installation and Maintenance of Utility Services in Proximity to Trees (Volume 4, Issue 1, 

Paragraph 4) and the consulting arboriculturist’s instructions. This will include hand dug “broken” trenches to 

ensure that maximum protection is given to tree roots.  

 

2.10 SITE GRADIENTS 
No alterations of soil levels will take place within the CEZs.   

 

If site gradient alterations within the RPA of the retained trees are subsequently required then a suitably 

experienced arborist will be consulted for advice. 

 

2.11 DEMOLITION, HARD SURFACE REMOVAL & REMOVAL OF STRUCTURES 
No demolition is required within the RPAs of the retained trees. 

 
2.12 HARD SURFACES 
‘Soft Landscape Detailed Design Proposal’ (Drawing Number ALD421–PL451–PO2, Applied Landscape 

Design) indicate the re-alignment of a pavement which runs adjacent to the retained trees T1 and T7. These 

proposals will impact upon the rooting systems of these trees.  
 

As the footpath is to be highway specification and to reduce the potential impact the following approach will 

be adopted: 

 

The proposed westerly dig line of the proposed footpath, adjacent to the aforementioned trees will be 

accurately positioned, and subsequently hand excavated along this line to establish the location of root 

activity in the area.  

 

Any exposed roots located outside the proposed line of the proposed footpath will be covered with good 

quality topsoil or high grade compost to avoid desiccation and to make the levels good. 
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Roots, when required, are to be cut using a sharp tool to leave a clean wound. The surface area of the 

wound is to be kept as small as possible. 

 

Following excavation of the western kerb line area, polythene membrane will be laid adjacent to the 

excavated area next to trees T1 and T7. This will be prior to the pouring of concrete for the ‘haunching’ of 

the kerb line. This is to prevent any leaching into the surrounding soil area. All excavation works will be 

supervised by a suitably experienced arboriculturalist. 

 

A written report including photographic evidence of the works done under arboricultural supervision will be 

submitted to the LPA within 10 working days of works being undertaken. 

 

2.13 CONSTRUCTION OF STRUCTURES WITHIN THE RPA/CEZ 
A retaining wall is proposed within the RPA of T1 and T7. The methodology as illustrated within Section 2.12 

in relation to root pruning and polythene instalment adjacent to the retained trees will be adhered to. All 

excavation works within the RPAs of the retained trees will be supervised by a suitably experienced 

arboriculturalist.  

 

A written report including photographic evidence of the works done under arboricultural supervision will be 

submitted to the LPA within 10 working days of works being undertaken. 

 

2.14 SOFT LANDSCAPING 
Any soft landscaping within CEZs will be undertaken by hand. A 500 mm radius from proposed planting will 

remain uncovered to allow penetration of water and air into the soil. Please refer to ‘Soft Landscape Detailed 

Design Proposal’ (Drawing Number ALD421–PL451–PO2, Applied Landscape Design) for information. 

 

2.15 USE OF HERBICIDES 
Any herbicide used during the development works shall be systemic, spot applied, and mixed according to 

manufacturers recommendations. 

 

2.16 ON SITE MONITORING REGIME 
All operations will be monitored by the main contractor. The main contractor will ensure that all works within 

this document are followed (this will be built into the contract specification).  

 

If any issues arise in relation to the retained trees a qualified arborist will be contacted for advice. 

 
2.17 USE OF SUBCONTRACTORS 
The main contractor will be responsible for ensuring sub-contractors do not carry out any process or 

operation that is likely to adversely impact upon any tree on site. 
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2.18 CONTINGENCY PLAN 
Water is readily available on site and will be used to flush spilt materials through the soil and avoid 

contamination to tree roots. At the time of any spillage the main contractor will contact an arborist for advice. 

 

2.19 REMEDIAL TREE WORKS AND MONITORING 
Tree works are to be completed prior to commencement of construction works and installation of the CEZ 

fencing.  The proposed works are as follows and all tree works will be carried out in accordance with BS 

3998 (British Standard Recommendations for Tree Work 2010) by a suitably qualified tree surgeon. 

 

Tree Felling 

All trees identified for removal on Middlemarch Environmental Ltd Drawing Number C110920-02-01 

(Appendix 1) will be section felled to avoid damage to retained trees. Trees T2-T6 inclusively, T10 and G1 

are required for removal within these proposals. The trees are to be replaced with semi mature stock (40cm-

50cm). Please refer to ‘Soft Landscape Detailed Design Proposal’ (Drawing Number ALD421–PL451–PO2 

Applied Landscape Design) for information. 

 

Post-Development Monitoring 

Due to the impact the works may have on trees T1 and T7 the health and vigour of these trees will be 

monitored for a period of 5 years. Monitoring visits will be completed in year’s one, three and five post 

completion of the road alignment works. If the trees show signs of significant decline then they will be 

removed and appropriate replacements installed. 

 

2.20 RESPONSIBILITIES 
It will be the responsibility of the main contractor to ensure that the planning conditions attached to the 

planning consent are adhered to at all times and that a monitoring regime in regards to tree protection is 

adopted on site. 

 
The main contractor will be responsible for contacting the Local Planning Authority should any issues are 

raised related to the trees on site. 

 

If pruning works are required at any time (in addition to those specified) then permission must be sought from 

the Local Planning Authority first and then carried out in accordance with BS 3998 Recommendations for 

Tree Works 2010. 

 

The main contractor will ensure the build sequence is appropriate to ensure that no damage occurs to the 

trees during the construction processes. Protective fences will remain in position until completion of all 

construction works on the site. 

 

The fencing and signs will be maintained in position at all times and checked on a regular basis by a 

designated person on site.  
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2.21 GENERAL PRECAUTIONS 
No materials that are likely to have an adverse effect on tree health such as oil, bitumen or cement will be 

stored or discharged within 10 m of the trunk of any tree that is to be retained. 

No fires will be lit within 20 m of the trunk of any tree that is to be retained. 
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C110920-02-01

Client Project

Drawing

Revision

Drawing Number

Date

Approved By

Drawn ByScale at A3

Notes

December 2011
CC

01

Wrexham SSL, 
Plas Coch Road, Wrexham

C110920-02-01

This map is based on the drawing "ALD421-Topo.dwg", supplied by the client.

Applied Landscape Design

-

Tree Protection Plan

IC

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

T9

T8

T7

T6

T5

T4

T3

T2

T1

T10

G1

G2

4.4 m

4 m

3.6
 m

3.4 m 3.3 m

1.8 m

Triumph House, Birmingham Road, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9AZ
T:01676 525880   F:01676 521400

E:admin@middlemarch-environmental.com

$
1:500

Legend
! Category B tree
! Category C tree

Protective fencing to
BS5837(2005) standard
Current canopy;
tree to be retained
Current canopy extent;
tree to be removed
Root Protection 
Area (RPA)
Site boundary
Category C group;
to be retained
Category C group;
to be removed
Site Compound &
Material Storage

0 10 205 Meters



Arboricultural Method Statement – 
Wrexham SSL, Plas Coch Road, Wrexham                                                                 RT-MME-110920-02 (Rev1) 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd         Page 15 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 2 
Headings for CEZ Notices & Example Sign 



Arboricultural Method Statement – 
Wrexham SSL, Plas Coch Road, Wrexham                                                                 RT-MME-110920-02 (Rev1) 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd         Page 16 

Root Protection Area (RPA) Model Notice 
 
DON’T excavate within this area 
DON’T use any form of mechanical plant with this area 
DON’T store materials, plant or equipment within this area 
DON’T move plant or vehicles within this area 
 
DO contact the Local Authority Arboricultural Officer or owner of the tree if excavation within this area is 
unavoidable 
DO protect any exposed roots uncovered within this area with dry sacking 
DO backfill with a suitable inert granular and top soil material mix as soon as possible on completion of work 
 
ANY WORK in this area requires a permit from the Local Authority Arboricultural Officer 



TREE PROTECTION AREA

KEEP OUT !
PROTECTIVE FENCING.  THIS 

FENCING MUST BE 

MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE APPROVED PLANS 

AND DRAWINGS FOR THIS 

DEVELOPMENT.

!
(TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990) 

TREES ENCLOSED BY THIS FENCE ARE PROTECTED BY 

PLANNING CONDITIONS AND/OR ARE THE SUBJECTS OF A 

TREE PRESERVATION  ORDER.

 CONTRAVENTION OF A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER MAY 

LEAD TO CRIMINAL PROSECUTION 

ANY INCURSION INTO THE PROTECTED AREA MUST BE 

WITH THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE LOCAL 

PLANNING AUTHORITY
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APPENDIX 3 
Details of Protective Fencing 
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