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INTRODUCTION  
 

Leigh Ecology Ltd have been commissioned by Mr. and Mrs. Morris of Willington Lodge, 

Wrexham, to undertake a Green Network Assessment on planning proposals for a barn 

conversion at Willington Lodge, Horseman’s Green, Whitchurch. 

 

This Document looks to provide an assessment of green networks and biodiversity gain, in 

relation to the development proposals on land at Willington Lodge, and to comply with the 

updated National Planning Policy for Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales. 

 

 

                                
 

                                                         Figure 1: Phase 1 Habitat map of the proposal site – pre works. 
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PROPOSALS 
 

                The green infrastructure proposals will be looking to increase the habitat diversity and structure  

 on the site with the provision of native hedgerow and trees. Some Barn swallow nest cups located 

  within the stables are also proposed. Two bat boxes are proposed on the gable end of the barn 

  building. 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: The proposed green network for the planned development site. 
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HEDGE PLANTING 
 

 

The Native Hedgerow planting is located to the northwest of the site alongside the lane, as 

shown on figure 2 above. 

 

The hedgerow will be planted and managed in line with the guidance provided below in this  

report. 

 

It is also proposed that the hedge row to the south is strengthened by new planting to plug  

gaps and reinforce its features. 

 

TREE PLANTING 
 

 
Figure 2: Illustrates several tree clusters around the site. It is proposed that the tree planting 

provides a long-term positive impact on local landscape and green network, as this will line to 

the open fields and copses, beyond located to the southeast of the site. 

 
 

Tree Species Number proposed 

Oak 2 

Fruit – Apple/Pear/ Cherry 3 

                          
Table 1: Proposed Tree Plan 

 
 

 
The proposed tree planting is in areas around the grounds of the development, this will provide 

cover, nesting and foraging habitat for a number of species. 
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 BARN SWALLOW MITIGATION 

   

It is proposed that 2 Barn Swallow nest cups are erected within the permanently open stable 

buildings as shown in figure 2. 

 

Two Beaumaris Midi Woodstone bat boxes will be erected on the southern gable end of the 

barn building, as shown roughly in figure 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

                       Figure 3: The current frontage of the barn set for conversion.  

                                        

                                                                          

       Barn Swallow nest  cup as proposed. 
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BAT MITIGATION 

In order to contribute to local biodiversity objectives, it is recommended that two bat boxes be installed 

on the building. These should be positioned: 

• On an elevation facing away from any existing floodlighting. 

• At a height of at least 3 metres. 

• In locations sheltered from strong winds and direct sunlight, preferably near vegetation or tree 

lines, on south-east or south-west elevations. 

These measures will enhance the long-term roosting potential of the site and align with national and local 

biodiversity policy, including the aims of the Environment Act 2021. 
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                                                                 Bat Box Beaumaris Midi WoodStone x 2 as proposed 
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TECHNICAL NOTES 
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