Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru
Natural Resources Wales

Ecological Compliance Audit 

Species: Great Crested Newt
A. Licensing 

	Natural Resources Wales licence reference number:
	
	Site name: 
	

	
	
	Site grid reference:
	

	Name of licence holder:
	
	Name of developer if different from licence holder:
	

	Name of Licence Ecologist and Organization:
	
	Planning Permission Condition




	☐   Yes 
☐   No 

If yes: Application No:

	Name and Organization of Ecological Compliance Auditor
	
	Type Of Audit 
	☐   Internal 
☐   External 
☐   Combination of Internal and External
=================
☐ Ecological Clerk of Works


	Name and Organization of Ecological Compliance Audi Verifier
	☐   Not Applicable
☐   Name and Address:

	Type of Verification 
	☐   Internal 
☐   External 


	Number of Ecological Compliance Audits (ECA’)
	
	Intervals between Audits
	☐   3 Months 
☐   4 Months
☐   6 Months
☐   Other

	Date licence issued (dd/mm/yy):
	Date licence expired:
	Licence implemented between (dd/mm/yy)

	
	
	From:
	To:

	Amendment 1
	
	
	

	Amendment 2
	
	
	



B. Schedule of Ecological Compliance Audit Completion and Dissemination 



	Audit Number
	Date Completed
	Date Issued to Licence Holder
	Date Issued to NRW/Other

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	





C. Performance Indicators

The audit to be conducted in accordance with NRW compliance audit guidelines.

	No
	Performance Indicator
	Evidence required - this list should be adapted to reflect the agreed method statement
	Pass (Yes/No), comments.

State if photographic evidence has been used
	What action is required as a result of findings?

	1 
	Before starting work the licensee will advise NRW Species Officer of the date the works will start. 
	Written or electronic documentation of notification of start of works. 
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	2 
	A suitably experienced licensed ecologist will be appointed and retained during the life time of this licence to provide on-site advice.
	Letter, contract or other document outlining the appointment of an Ecologist for the lifetime of the project. This to be supplied. 

	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	3 
	Prior to the start and throughout the duration of any works on site, all site workers will be inducted by the Project Ecologist. This induction will cover the legal status of the species, the method of working, and action to be taken if protected species are encountered.
	Copy of documents from ecological induction, showing content of induction.

List of induction attendees will be provided. 
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	4 
	Preparation and implementation of a bio-security risk assessment as detailed in E.5 of the method statement.
	Bio-security risk assessment is available for inspection.

Log of implementation of bio security measures is available for inspection and shows that they have been implemented.
Field observations shows that physical evidence of biosecurity measures are available, eg footwashes.

	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	5
	Licence available for inspection by any police constable or employee of Natural Resources Wales.
	Licence is available for inspection on site

	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	6
	No agent of the licensee shall act under licence unless they are in possession of a letter signed by the licensee appointing them by name as the duly accredited agent of the licensee for the purposes of this licence, and shall carry with them the said letter and a copy of this licence and shall produce them to any police constable or employee of the Natural Resources Wales or other authorised person on demand.

	All relevant accredited agents have copies of licence holder’s letter of authorization.  Licence holder’s letter is available for inspection. 

	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	
	E.1 GCN capture and exclusion
	
	
	

	7
	Different species of newt and other amphibians to be held and transported in separate containers.
	Log of activities, including use of containers is available for inspection. 
Log shows that amphibians have been transported within separate containers.
Containers are available for inspection.
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	8
	Netting to be used only when all other methods are ineffective.
	Log of activities, including use of netting, is available for inspection.
Log shows that netting was only used when other methods were ineffective.
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	9
	Design and installation of amphibian fencing to the specifications provided in the CCW guidance sheets/ EN (2001) and as detailed in the method statement.

	
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	10
	Amphibian fencing has been subject to inspection and maintenance according to CCW guidance sheets/ EN (2001) and as detailed in the method statement throughout the translocation and construction periods.

	
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	11
	Works within amphibian habitats will not commence until working areas are confirmed to be clear of amphibians by the licensed ecologist.
	Log of activities, including clearance activities, is available for inspection recording captures.


	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	12
	Any works outside the amphibian fence are to be in accordance with a methodology as approved by NRW supervised by a licensed person.

	Log of works undertaken, including evidence of licensed person on site, available for inspection. The log book will be kept at the site office.
A log book will be kept available that demonstrates all works done under licence and in accordance with the method statement that has been agreed. 
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	
	E.2/E3 GCN habitat modification and creation for mitigation and compensation
	
	
	

	13
	All mitigation and compensation measures have been implemented as per section E2 and E.3 of the Method Statement.

	Log of works demonstrates habitat creation /enhancement implementation which is provided in the sites ecological management plan. 
                

	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	14
	The habitat conservation areas on site has been subject to appropriate management during construction as specified in section E.2.1 of the Method Statement.
	Log and field observation show that appropriate management activities have been implemented. 


	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk22028960]15
	The implementation of measures or procedures to evidence development and associated works, including any mitigation and or compensation, are being carried out in compliance with licence condition and provisions of the method statement.

	Log and/or other recording systems that evidences procedures and other  measures document compliant implementation of the method statement.  This may include log maintained by the licensed ecologist to provide a record of all measures implemented to ensure compliance with the relevant parts of E.2/ E.3.
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	
	F and H: Long Term Site proposals
	
	
	

	16
	Implementation of habitat/site management and maintenance and, habitat monitoring as detailed in F.1 and F.2 of the method statement.
	If audit undertaken during development phase: 
· Habitat management plan demonstrates measures are in place to ensure ongoing ecological land management are in line with the ecological management plan which has been produced for the site. 

	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	17
	Implementation of population monitoring as detailed in F.2 of the method statement.
	If audit undertaken during development phase: 
· monitoring plan demonstrates measures are in place to undertake GCN population monitoring post-development.

If audit undertaken post-development:
· log or report demonstrate monitoring plan has been implemented log or report demonstrate results passed to local record centre including upload of data into the online Wales GCN Monitoring Scheme

	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	18
	Implementation of long term site safeguard proposals as detailed in F.4, H.1 and H.2 of the method statement.

	Log of works demonstrates implementation eg:
(i) Land transfer or other legal interest proposal.
(ii) Mitigation/compensation site been listed as a local land charge.
(iii) Proposed legal agreements and contracts been completed.
(iv) Wardening requirements implemented to proposed timescales and in accordance with the submitted Method Statement
(v) Financial plan in place to resource mitigation, compensation, monitoring, site management or wardening.
	☐   Yes           ☐   No

	

	Any other points to note/comments from auditor:






	Photographic Evidence  ☐   Yes           ☐   No
	If Yes, Please attach to completed report

	Auditor Name 
	
	Date Completed
	

	Auditor Signature




	
	
	

	Date ECA Submitted to License Holder
	
	Date ECA Submitted to License Holder
	





Copy of this to be sent to;

	Name
	Organization
	Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


[bookmark: _GoBack]
