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1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 This Community Consultation Report outlines the consultation undertaken regarding the 

proposed Hafod Road Solar Scheme. 

1.1.2 As the scheme is to be developed on a site of more than 1 ha, it is deemed a major 

development and as such the Applicant is required to undertake a statutory pre-application 

consultation under the Planning (Wales) Act 2015. 

1.1.3 It is important for the National Trust to hear views on the project from the local community. 

The event was also an opportunity to communicate the National Trust’s wider strategy plus 

targets on climate change. This included the climate focused projects delivered to date 

elsewhere on National Trust land. The scheme is a relatively small-scale solar development, 

and we wanted to articulate the rationale behind the size and location of the development. 

The National Trust has a strategy focused on restoring nature and, as part of this project, 

we were keen to emphasise the nature benefits we will develop, alongside renewable 

energy.  

1.2 Consultation 

1.2.1 This section of the report outlines the different methods used to engage with the local 

community and gather views on the proposed Hafod Road Solar scheme. 

1.2.2 A community consultation event was held on Thursday 10th July 10am – 6pm and Friday 

11th July 10am – 3pm at Felin Puleston Outdoor Centre, Erddig, Wrexham, LL13 7RF  (See 

Appendix 1 for event photos). 

1.2.3 Posters advertising the event (see Appendix 2) were displayed at Erddig and Felin Puleston 

for two weeks prior to the consultation event.  

1.2.4 An advert was included in the Chirk Erddig Connect newsletter (see Appendix 3), a 

newsletter for internal staff and volunteers. The newsletter was emailed to approximately 

150 staff and volunteers. Additionally, hard copies were available in the volunteer break 

rooms. 

1.2.5 A post appeared on Facebook in the following groups: Erddig/NT and Johnstown 

(Wrexham) Facebook group (Appendix 4). 
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1.2.6 Letters were sent to 15 people including immediate residents, past farming tenants, the 

local care home manager and the head of the local council  (Appendix 5). 

1.2.7 The consultation boards were produced bilingually and provided information on project 

location and layout, technology, National Trust climate targets, surveys, land use and 

nature enhancements. The proposed landscape and ecological enhancement plan was also 

available to view.  (see Appendix 6). 

1.2.8 Additionally, photomontages to demonstrate what the proposed Hafod Road Solar Scheme 

would look like from nearby locations were also made available (Appendix 7). 

1.2.9 Representatives from Dulas, the environmental consultant, and National Trust (the 

Applicant) were available to answer queries regarding the Proposed Scheme.   

1.3 Results 

1.3.1 Approximately 75 people attended the consultation events over the 2 days.  

1.3.2 In general, there was support for the scheme and renewables, with attendees being 

supportive of the ecological enhancements, the scheme being of a smaller scale than other 

utility scale solar farms proposed in the vicinity, and that the Hafod Road scheme is not 

located close to residential properties.  

1.3.3 Some concerns raised were about the recyclability of the solar panels, and whether the 

development will result in a loss of farmland. It was explained that the land under the 

panels would still be used for sheep grazing, a change from the current arable usage. 

1.3.4 There was some confusion about whether the scheme was part of the Butterfly Farm 

100MW solar scheme, which is located to east of the Hafod Road site. The event enabled 

National Trust to clarify that the Hafod Road Solar Scheme was a separate and smaller scale 

endeavour.  

1.4 Revisions to the scheme following consultations 

1.4.1 The comments received during the community consultation were reviewed, however given 

the embedded mitigation, and changes to the update already made in response to the 

findings of the individual assessments regarding ecology and Hydrology (see Design and 
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Access Statement for further information), no changes to the layout were required to be 

made. 
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Appendix 1 – consultation event photos 
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Appendix 2 – Event poster 
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Appendix 3 - advert included in the Chirk Erddig Connect 
Newsletter 
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Appendix 4 – Facebook post 

 

 

  



Hafod Road Solar Scheme               Community Consultation Report 

 August 2025 8 

Appendix 5 – Letter 
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Appendix 6 – Consultation boards 
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Appendix 7 – photomontages 

 

 


	Contents
	1.1 Introduction
	1.2 Consultation
	1.3 Results
	1.4 Revisions to the scheme following consultations
	Appendix 1 – consultation event photos
	Appendix 2 – Event poster
	Appendix 3 - advert included in the Chirk Erddig Connect
	Newsletter
	Appendix 4 – Facebook post
	Appendix 5 – Letter
	Appendix 6 – Consultation boards
	Appendix 7 – photomontages


