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1.1 Introduction

1.1.1  This Community Consultation Report outlines the consultation undertaken regarding the

proposed Hafod Road Solar Scheme.

1.1.2  As the scheme is to be developed on a site of more than 1 ha, it is deemed a major
development and as such the Applicant is required to undertake a statutory pre-application

consultation under the Planning (Wales) Act 2015.

1.1.3 Itisimportant for the National Trust to hear views on the project from the local community.
The event was also an opportunity to communicate the National Trust’s wider strategy plus
targets on climate change. This included the climate focused projects delivered to date
elsewhere on National Trust land. The scheme is a relatively small-scale solar development,
and we wanted to articulate the rationale behind the size and location of the development.
The National Trust has a strategy focused on restoring nature and, as part of this project,
we were keen to emphasise the nature benefits we will develop, alongside renewable

energy.

1.2 Consultation

1.2.1  This section of the report outlines the different methods used to engage with the local

community and gather views on the proposed Hafod Road Solar scheme.

1.2.2 A community consultation event was held on Thursday 10%" July 10am — 6pm and Friday
11t July 10am — 3pm at Felin Puleston Outdoor Centre, Erddig, Wrexham, LL13 7RF (See

Appendix 1 for event photos).

1.2.3  Posters advertising the event (see Appendix 2) were displayed at Erddig and Felin Puleston

for two weeks prior to the consultation event.

1.2.4  An advert was included in the Chirk Erddig Connect newsletter (see Appendix 3), a
newsletter for internal staff and volunteers. The newsletter was emailed to approximately
150 staff and volunteers. Additionally, hard copies were available in the volunteer break

rooms.

1.2.5 A post appeared on Facebook in the following groups: Erddig/NT and Johnstown
(Wrexham) Facebook group (Appendix 4).
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1.2.6 Letters were sent to 15 people including immediate residents, past farming tenants, the

local care home manager and the head of the local council (Appendix 5).

1.2.7  The consultation boards were produced bilingually and provided information on project
location and layout, technology, National Trust climate targets, surveys, land use and
nature enhancements. The proposed landscape and ecological enhancement plan was also

available to view. (see Appendix 6).

1.2.8  Additionally, photomontages to demonstrate what the proposed Hafod Road Solar Scheme

would look like from nearby locations were also made available (Appendix 7).

1.2.9 Representatives from Dulas, the environmental consultant, and National Trust (the

Applicant) were available to answer queries regarding the Proposed Scheme.

1.3 Results

1.3.1  Approximately 75 people attended the consultation events over the 2 days.

1.3.2 In general, there was support for the scheme and renewables, with attendees being
supportive of the ecological enhancements, the scheme being of a smaller scale than other
utility scale solar farms proposed in the vicinity, and that the Hafod Road scheme is not

located close to residential properties.

1.3.3  Some concerns raised were about the recyclability of the solar panels, and whether the
development will result in a loss of farmland. It was explained that the land under the

panels would still be used for sheep grazing, a change from the current arable usage.

1.3.4  There was some confusion about whether the scheme was part of the Butterfly Farm
100MW solar scheme, which is located to east of the Hafod Road site. The event enabled
National Trust to clarify that the Hafod Road Solar Scheme was a separate and smaller scale

endeavour.

1.4 Revisions to the scheme following consultations

1.4.1  The comments received during the community consultation were reviewed, however given
the embedded mitigation, and changes to the update already made in response to the

findings of the individual assessments regarding ecology and Hydrology (see Design and
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Access Statement for further information), no changes to the layout were required to be

made.
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Appendix 1 — consultation event photos
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Appendix 2 — Event poster

Ymddiriedolaeth
Genedlaethol

Mational Trust

Community Consultation Report

\]

Prosiect Solar
Ffordd yr Hafod

Ymgynghoriad
cyhoeddus

Rydym yn cyflwyno cynlluniau ar
gyfer prosiect solar bach ar Ffordd
yr Hafod, Wrecsam. Dysgwch

fwy yn Felin Puleston, LL13 7RF, ar
10 Gorffennaf 10am-6pm neu 11
Gorffennaf 10am-3pm.

nationaltrust.org.ukferddig

Hafod Road
Solar Project

Public consultation

We're submitting plans for a small
solar project on Hafod Road,

Wrexham. Find out more at Felin
Puleston, LL13 7RF, on 10 July 10am-
6pm or 11 July 10am-3pm.

| bawb, am byth

For everyone, for ever
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Appendix 3 - advert included in the Chirk Erddig Connect
Newsletter

Public consultation on the Hafod Road Solar Project

National Trust Cymru is holding a public consultation on its small-
scale Solar Project plans for Hafod Road, Wrexham.

The solar project will cover around 1.5 acres, which is
approximately 2, 240 panels. If plans are approved, it will include
a landscape and ecology management plan to boost biodiversity
with new trees, hedges, wildflowers, and native grasses.

It will support nature friendly farming combining food production
with environmental protection and soil health. Local farmers will
graze sheep helping to manage grassland, maintaining the site’s
agricultural use.

Credit National Trust
Images/Mel Peters.

To feedback on the plans, or find out more, please
email hafodroadsolar@nationaltrust.org.uk.”

Lois York,

Senior Communications &
Marketing Officer, Chirk Castle &
Erddig
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Appendix 4 — Facebook post

% Johnstown (Wrexham) Facebook group
Erddig NT/YG - 3 July at 12:31- &

Ymagynghoriad cyhoeddus ar brosiect solar | Solar project public consultation

whEk
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National Trust Cymru is holding a public consultation on its small-scale Solar Project plans for Hafod

Road, Wrexham.

Members of the community are invited to drop in to Felin Puleston Outdoor Centre on Hafod Road,
LL13 7RF, anytime between 10am and 6pm on Thursday, 10 July, or between 10am and 3pm on
Friday, 11 July, where the team will be happy to talk through the plans and answer any questions.

The solar project will cover around 1.5 acres and if plans are approved, will include a landscape and

ecology management plan to boost biodiversity. Local farmers will graze sheep on the land

maintaining its agricultural use.

Mae Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol Cymru yn
cynnal ymgynghoriad cyhoeddus ar ei
chynlluniau ar gyfer Prosiect Solar bach ar
Ffordd Hafod, Wrecsam.

Mae gwahoddiad i aelodau o'r gymuned alw draw
i Ganolfan Awyr Agored Felin Puleston ar Ffordd
Hafod, LL13 7RF, unrhyw bryd rhwng 10am a
6pm ar ddydd lau, 10 Gorffennaf, neu rhwng
10am a 3pm ar ddydd Gwener, 11 Gorffennaf, lle
bydd y tim yn hapus i drafod y cynlluniau ac ateb
unrhyw gwestiynau.

Tua 1.5 erw fydd maint y prosiect solar ac, os
bydd cynlluniau’'n cael eu cymeradwyo, bydd yn
cynnwys cynllun rheoli ecoleg a thirwedd i hybu
bioamrywiaeth. Bydd defaid ffermwyr lleol yn
pori ar y tir er mwyn cynnal ei ddefnydd
amaethyddol.
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Appendix 5 — Letter

% hafodroadsolar@nationaltrust .org.uk

Ymddiriedolaeth: 24 June 2025
Genedlaethol

Mational Trust

National Trust Hafod Road Solar Project —Public Consultation

We wanfed to share a quick update on the Hafod Road Solar project and let you know about an
upcoming public consultation event in July.

We're preparing to submit our planning application for the site and, as part of that, we're holding a
community drop-in where residents can leam more about the updaied proposals, ask questions, and
chat with the team.

Feel free to drop in at any time during the event—we'll be on hand to walk you through the plans and
hear your thoughts.

Event Details:
Yenue: Felin Puleston Outdoor Centre, Erddig, Wrexham, LL13 TRF

Dates & Times:

Thursday 10th July — 10am to Gpm
Friday 11th July — 10&am to 3pm

Yours faithfully
Nina Rogers

on behalf of the
Hafod Road Solar Project Team

Ymddiriedolasth Genedlasthol! Patron: His Majesty The King

Mational Trust Cadeirydd / Chair: René Ofivieri CBE

Erddig Hall Cyfarwyddwr Cyfredinol | Director-General:

w,egam | Wrexham Hilary McGrady EVNEXRINS P -
LL13 O¥T Cyfarwyddwr Cymru / Director for Wales: Lhosa Daly Eé%%ﬁ#gn"
Ffan/Tel: +44 (0)1878 355314 ) . _

erddigEnationaltrust.om.uk Swyddfa gofrestredig / Registered office:

giwv nationaltrust orguk Heelis, Kemble Drive, Swindon, Wikshire SN2 2MA
Rhif elusen gofrestredig/Reqistered charity number 205348

\l/
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Appendix 6 — Consultation boards

Hafod Road
Facts and figures

What size is the scheme?
The solar panel area will
cover roughly half the field,
approximately 1.5 hectares.
Thar's about the size of two
Wrexham FC football pitches.

How many solar panels
will there be?

Approx 2,240

What is the generation
capacity of the scheme?

e

What is the export
capaci f the scheme?

-f
) ﬁo

Hafody Bwch Commemorative |
Woodland

@ Hafod house care home
Proposed solar site and

nature restoration
@ sohnstown interchange
© Hafod brick works

@ vandiilsice

‘Commons Open Database License.

\|
3/

Ffeithiau a ffigyrau

Ffordd Hafod

Beth yw maint y cynllun?
Bydd yr ardal paneli solar yn
gorchuddio tua hanner y cae,
bron i 1.5 hectar. Mae hynny
bron yn gyfwerth 4 maint dau
gae pél droed CPD Wrecsam.

Faint o baneli solar fydd
yno?

Tua 2,240

Beth yw capasiti
cynhyrchu'r cynllun?

Beth yw capasiti allbwn y

[

@) Cartref gofal o Hafod
@ derraur a afiesolr
arfathedig

@ cyinevida Johnstown
© Gvaith brics Hafod

@ Cocdion Gorfa Hafodv-Bweh 7

& dulas

@ safle tirenwi

/
=
N
W%E
S
F—
Dickata Agored Open Data Comenons.
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Hafod Road landscape and
habitat creation - draft proposal |

Community Consultation Report

[

vt so PN

How will the land look during the
lifetime of the solar scheme?
IFapproved, the projece will include a Landscape
and Ecology Management Plan w boost

The site will support Nature Friendly Farming,
i ion wich environmenzal

‘maincaining the site’s agricultural use.

How will wildlife be encouraged?
Nasure is essential for clean wares, airand crop.
cion - we all depend on it.
Narure restorarion is:a key goal of the Narional
Trust and we're commitced to doing i right.
Our initial €00I0giCal Surveys ensure o
proteced species will be impacted and
ientifies ways 10 Encourage more wildiife
onsite.
Plans include creating richer habicats for:
Food plants such as Birds Foor Trefoil,
which wil support buscer fies fike Dingy
Skipper

Birds, such , Goldfinches,
Mieadow Pipics and Lirtle Ringed Plovers
Armphibians, especially Grear Crested
Newts, which are local 0 the area
‘Senall mammals, with the introduction oF
néw scrub habitat

Wildife-friendly fencing will include:

> 15cm gaps for small animals ke
hedgehogs

Mammal gates for larger wildife

How will the equipment be
protected onsite?
“The solar nscallacion will be enclosed by a tmber

the privacy of our neighbours and ensuring the
sequrity of the asser.

Wil the solar park cause traffic
disruption?

ensure
the solar park is completed
maingenance and willbe visied appraximately i
timesa year for maintenance.

Is a solar park noisy?

When operating, some sound will be creared by

A,
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Creu cynefinoedd a thirwedd
Ffordd Hafod - cynnig draft

budd-

solar?
s caiff € gymeradwyo, bydd y prosiect yn cynwys.
Gyrilun Rheok Ecoleg a Thirwedd i r0i b i
fioamrywiaeth gyda choed, gwrychoedd, biodau
gwyllca glaswelitiroedd brodorol newydd.

Sut fydd y tir yn edrych yn ystod oes y
cynilun

n 2yfund Cynbyrchu by zytag amadiFyriad
‘amgylcheddol a chyfiwr ac ansawdd y prdd. Bydd
v fermwye lleol yn pori defaid, gan helpu i reolrr

gaswelii, a chynnal defydd amaechyddoly safie.

Sut fydd bywyd gwyllt yn cael ei annog?
Mae byd natur yn hanfodol ar gyfer dir ac aer glin
2 pheifio cydau - rydyn ni oll yn dibyanu armo.
Mae adfer natur yn un o bif oddur Ymddiredotaeth
Genedlethol ac rydym wediein hymeuymo i
‘wneud yn gywir.
jegol yntaf scrhewn na fydd
ethau 3 warchodir gan ganfod
ffyrdd i annog rhagor o fywyd gwylit ar v safle.
[T —- S — ——
cyfoethog ar gyfer
> Planbigion bueytadioy fe
yn cefnog gdynnod byw fel
> Ada, fol Liosisi, Nicos, Corhedyddion y
Wana Chwtisd Torchog Bychiin
Amfbiaid,yn arbennig Msdfaliod Dike
Cribog, leol i'r ardal
Mamaliaid bychain, gan greu cynefin prysgoed
newydd

Bydd ffensio sy y=tyriol o fywyd gwyityn eynnwys:
> Blychau 15em i anifeilaid bychain fel
drasnogod
Pyrth mamaiiaid ar gyfer bywyd gwylkt mwy
o faint

Sut caiff cyfarpar ei ddiogelu ar y safle?
Bydd y gosodiad $olar yn ca¢l & amgiu gan fens.

A yw parc solar yn swnllyd?
Pan fy.dd ar waith, bydd ychydlig 0 Sim yr Cacl € gréus

9%

¥
Bydd y tir

paneli ar

%

- ailgylchu achrededig, megis y rhwydwaith PYCYCLE.

August 2025
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National Trust and

renewable energy

Tackling Climate Change & Protecting Nature
Climate change is the biggest threat to the National
Trust and the places we care for. We're working on
‘solutions that cut emissions, protect nature and
benefit people, heritage and wildlife.

‘We're committed to reaching net zero emissions by
2030. This includes carbon sequestration—capturing
and storing CO: through tree planing, healthy soils
and restored wetlands.

Our goal s to:
» Restore 25,000 hectares of land for nature

> Plant 20 million trees to help absorb carbon
and boast biodiversity
#  Help our sites and buiidings adapt 1o a
changing dlimate
‘Were also decarbonising our buildings by:
> Replacing fossil fuel heating systems.

» Installing solar panels, heat pumps and
hydropower systems

hed our 2020 target of 50% bl
thanks to over 130 green energy projects. Now, we're
aiming even higher.
Our renewable energy projects also support wildife-
friendly habitats, including:

> Polinaor-friendly grasses and wildflowers

> Healthier ecosystems for birds, mammals & insects

Many of our beneath
snlarml\e(&.llaumgmehrﬂumimvemdmmd
gy savings and income i rk across our
ies and landscapes i i rinn-xﬁ:r“ i

When undertaking a development project, there are

several surveys and consents required to ensure the project
complies with environmental, historical and legal standards.
Below are the typical surveys and consents we undertake:

‘Wildiife Surveys
Carrying out wildlife surveys,
throughour the year
underscand the Current
wildife aceivicy.

Ecology and Arboriculture
Ecology Surveys - ensuring
there are no protected
species or important
habicats we could impace.
Arhoriculture - ensuring
we protect adjacent

impactful

Ensuring we don'timpact any local
archaeological sites of interest
through a Heritage Impace
Assessment (HIA)

Carrying out below

‘ground surveys,

such as LIDAR and

‘geophysical.

Flood risk assessments — ensuring
thee are nd Current Or future ks
from flooding.

y 10
National Grid nerwor

Community Consultation Report

Yr Ymddiriedolaeth Genedlaethol

ac ynni adnewyddadwy

Mynd i'r afael 3 Newid yn yr Hinsawdd a Gwarchod
Byd Natur
Newid yn yr hinsandd ' bygychiad mwyafic

gofal memmuzdchnmdmsfnlmlm
al!vnadmgwardmdmmacerhdd pobl, treftadaeth

2030, Mt by yn Cynrmwy aeaFicls Carbon - 1256060
P E .

wedi eu hadfer.
Ein nod yw:
> Adfer 25,000 hecear o dir ar gyfer byd natur
> Plannu 20 milivn 0 goed er mwyn helpu i amsugno
carbona hybu bicamrywieth

»  Helpu in safiecedd an hadeitadau i addasu i
hinSawdd Sy'n newid

»  Disodli 5y5temau Gwresogi Sy'n defnyddio
amvyddau fosi
> Gosod panei solar, pympiau gures 2 systemau ynri
dioms
Rydym wed cymacdeein targed 2020 0 S0% o ynoi
o ganlyniad i dros ynni
gwyrdd. Bellach, rydym yn anelun uwch fyth.

Mae cin prosiectau ynni adnewyddadwy yn cefogi bywyd
gwylit hefyd - cynefinoedd ystyriol, gan gynwys:

»  Blodau gwyllt a glaswelltiroedd sy ystyriol o beillwyr
»  Ecosystemau iachach i adar, mamaliaid a phryfed

Mae llawer v cefiogi ffermwyr hefyd - fel defaid
ynpori slaw paneli sokr, ynpdufrurvngynhy:dldmynmlmml

vn helpu i gyllido gwaith
cadwraeth ar draws ein heiddo an tirweddau - gan ddiogeiu leocad arbennigar
gyfer cenedhacthaut

Wrth ymgymrryd & phrosiect datblygu, mae angen llawer o arolygon

a chaniatad i sicrhau bod y prosiect yn cydymffurfio 4 safonau
amgylcheddol, hanesyddol a chyfreithiol.

Isod manylir ar yr arolygon a'r caniatad yr ydym fel arfer yn eu cynnal:

Arolyzon Bywyd Gwylit

Cynnal arolygon bywyd
guylle, dewy gydoly fwyddyn

i ddeally gweithganwch

Bywyd gwylc presennol.

Lieoliad 0 ran

Guelededd a Thirwedd
u nad yw ein

viarchodicna chynefinoedd R il

pwysig a allem cficithio

amyne

Coedyddiaeth - sicrhau

ein'bod yn diogelu coed a

gurychoedd cyfagos
Sicrhau nad ydym yn cfieithio ar
unehyw safleoedd o ddiddordeb

efylifa Hanesyddol R e

Effaith ar Drefradacth (HIA)
‘Cynnal arolygon dan ddacar,
megis LIDAR Ld

Asesiad
sicrhau nad oes risgiau Inbg\dd arhyn
0 bryd nac yn y dyfodol

& dulas
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:éﬁ, Your questions

Eich cwestiynau

Emdddiiiedﬁlalelh
enedlaethol a N
Nation:l Trust We welcome your questions about this project. Ymddiriedolaeth
Please use a sticky note to share any thoughts or Conedhedl Croesawn eich cwestiynau ynghylch y prosiect hwi.
AL ERE il e have and stick it on the board. Your Defnyddiwch nodyn gludiog i rannu unrhyw farn neu
input helps us understand what matters most to you. ymholiadau sydd gennych 2'i ludo ary ford. Mae eich
mewnbwn yn ein helpu i ddeall beth sydd bwysicaf i chi.
| If you have any further questions or comments, please
| «email hafodroadsolar@nationaltrust.org.uk | Os bydd gennych unrhyw gwestiynau neu
| | sylwadau pellach, anfonwch e-bost at
I | hafodroadsolar@nationalerust.org.uk
B

Pl Mk Tt b s b e st b, Db P G Mo bl
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Appendix 7 — photomontages

Project Hafod Solar Farm Viewpoint Easting Northing | Altitude (m) | Distance to proposed Herizontal field of view" 40 Height of camera (m) | 1.6
development (km)
Lecation: Hafod Road near junction with B5426 VP01 331205 | 345763 101 0.080 Recommended viewing distance | 500 Date of photograph taken | 19/02/24
{mm):
VPO1 - View Northeast Proposed View

Project: Hafod Solar Farm Viewpoint Easting Northing | Altitude {(m) | Distance to proposed Herizontal field of view® 40 Height of camera (m) | 1.6
development (km)
Location: Footpath northeast of site near A483 VP02 331393 | 346105 100 0.145 Recommended viewing distance 500 Date of photegraph taken | 19/02/24
{mm}):
VP02 - View South Proposed View
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