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1. Introduction 

Darland High School and Wrexham AFC are working in partnership in order to host the Wrexham AFC 
Youth Academy at the Darland School Campus in Rossett. 

Development and investment by the club to date has seen extensive refurbishment of school playing 
fields and the installation of two modular buildings on the school campus, the latter being (along 
with a small welfare facility cabin for grounds maintenance personnel on the playing fields) the 
subject of a recent planning consent. 

That planning consent contained conditions relating to usage by the Academy of the existing school 
facilities in terms of access, parking and travel to and from the site, mainly with the following aims: 

▪ To minimise any increases in traffic locally as a result of the new usage; 
▪ To minimise any increase in usage of narrow local country lanes and adjacent residential 

streets; 
▪ To encourage as far as possible and practical sustainable modes of transport by users of the 

academy; 
▪ To ensure that parking by users of the academy is contained within the school facilities that 

are already available and is managed efficiently; 
▪ To ensure that all academy users are aware of the measures that are in place in respect of 

travel, access and parking. 

In order to meet the conditions and the objectives above, Wrexham AFC has carried out the 
following: 

▪ Consultation with Darland School Headteacher and Business Manager in terms of travel an 
access measures already in place at the school (the aim being to integrate any specific 
measures relating to academy use with facilities and arrangements already in place as far as 
possible); 

▪ Procurement of Travel and Access Plan and Car Park Management Plan advice from Apex 
Travel Consultants to underpin the proposed measures. 

As noted above, Darland School already has a number of facilities and measures in place with regard 
to access both within and outside active school hours.  Therefore, the club has, in liaison with the 
school, drawn up this joint document, jointly owned by the school and the club, that sets out the key 
measures to ensure effective usage for the academy project. 

 

 



                                               

 

2. Site Location 

Darland High School is located in the village of Rossett, approximately 8km north of Wrexham.  Its 
primary access is from the B5445 Chester Road west of the site. 

The B5445 Chester Road provides a local route connecting the villages of Gresford, Marford and 
Rossett before continuing north to Chester and south to Wrexham.  It is also a primary bus route 
between Wrexham and Chester.  In the vicinity of the site Chester Road is a two-lane single 
carriageway approximately 7m wide.  It has footways on both sides of the carriageway, has street 
lighting and is subject to a 20mph speed limit.  There are no specific parking restrictions along 
Chester Road in the vicinity of the school entrance; there is a cycle lane some 200m to the north of 
the main school entrance but no cycle lane southwards towards Wrexham until beyond Rossett 
Village Centre. 

 

3. Traffic and Access Management Plan and Travel Plan 

3.1 General Site Access 

In order to simplify arrangements for all parties and to maximise compliance with the spirit of the 
planning conditions, it has been agreed by the club and by the school that all users of the academy 
facilities will access the Wrexham AFC Academy off the B5445 Chester Road (main school entrance) 
ONLY (Point A on Figure 1 and Figures 2 and 3). 

Users are expected to arrive at the site by the following modes of transport: 

▪ On foot (primarily from public transport (bus stops) on Chester Road and via drop-offs from 
vehicles on Chester Road and via existing public footpath).   

▪ By bike/scooter – making use of bike shelters present in the main school car park area 
(Figures 4 and 5 and Point B on Figure 1). 

▪ By public transport – like the majority of daytime school pupils, access to the site can be 
gained via the Route 1 Arriva Bus Service (Wrexham to Chester) along Chester Road (Darland 
Lane or St Peter’s School stops) (see timetables in Appendix A). 

▪ By car/taxi – all cars to park in the main school car park or overflow car-park on the school 
campus (Points C & D on Figure 1).  Car sharing and similar strategies are also to be 
encouraged (Wrexham AFC 1st Team Players already share vehicles when travelling to their 
training facilities). 

▪ By coach/minibus – all coaches/minibuses to use the coach parking and turning area on the 
school campus (Point E on Figure 1). 

The primary advice to all academy users about the sole use of the main school entrance, and further 
information about the travel options listed above (along with relevant plans and details) are 
displayed on both the Wrexham AFC and Darland High School websites, where there is additional 
emphasis on providing information about and encouraging sustainable modes of transport. 
(www.wrexhamafc.co.uk & https://darland.wrexham.sch.uk 

There is relevant on-site signage (both signs and road markings) delineating areas described above 
and shown on Figure 1 and additional Figures below. 

 

http://www.wrexhamafc.co.uk/
https://darland.wrexham.sch.uk/


                                               
 

School Campus signage and other relevant matters are also subject to review and periodic upgrade 
via the regular School Transport Risk Assessment Review by Wrexham Council (“School Transport Risk 
Assessment Review Report: Darland High School, Chester Road, Rossett, Wrexham, LL12 ODL”. Date of 
Traffic Assessment Visit: 4th September 2017. Date of Report: 13th August 2018). 

There is regular dialogue between Wrexham AFC and Darland High School on usage by the club 
(which is predominantly outside of the core school hours of 8.45am and 3.00pm) especially in terms 
of event and logistics planning (see also Section 5).  

3.2 Pitch Maintenance and Emergency Playing Field Access 

The recently improved Gamford Lane access to the school playing fields/academy pitch area is an 
already established entry point, hitherto used by the school-appointed ground maintenance 

Contractors, the idverde Group, in order to maintain the Wrexham Council-owned school playing 
fields and surrounding hedgerows. 

Wrexham AFC has now taken over responsibility for the maintenance and annual refurbishment of 
the pitches and playing areas and the perimeter boundaries of the site, and the same access point 
and usage frequency will be maintained. The amount of vehicle (car or pick-up) movements by 
academy groundstaff (2-3 persons max) will also vary.  At present it is several times a week as the 
refurbished pitches are being prepared for use, but this will lessen.  It will also be seasonal. 

As set out in the submitted Planning Statement (Savills, August 2024), the shipping containers will be 
used as a storage area to serve the pitches.  

The internal stoned tracks do not form part of the planning application but provide important access  
for emergency vehicles and maintenance and also secure space for players, referees, coaches, and 
parents when accessing the area from the school campus.  

The pitches will be subject to annual maintenance and refurbishment (seasonal) and will involve 
short periods when materials and plant need to be brought into the site via the Gamford Lane 
entrance.  All Contractors are instructed to approach the site from the south and to leave the site in 
the same direction.  All Contractors will use banksmen at the site entrance and the southern end of 
Gamford Lane to maximise safety during these periods. 

 

 

  



                                               

 

4.  Car Park Management 

Figure 1 identifies the existing car and coach parks on the school site that will be utilised by the 
Wrexham AFC Youth Academy.  The capacities of the car parks are shown in Table 1 as follows: 

Area Status Spaces 

Area C Marked Out Car Park 72 spaces 

Area D Marked Out Car Park 9 spaces 

Area E Coach Park 10 bays 

Table 1: Campus Car Parks 

There are an additional 21 car park spaces on the school campus nearer to Darland Close that can be 
utilised if necessary, bring the total of formal car parking spaces to 102. 

The academy operations will involve only one coach at any one time, and, if required, the coach park 
area (Area E) can be utilised as overflow car parking.  Apex have shown that up to 60 additional cars 
can be parked in this area (55 if a coach is present) if required.  This would provide well in excess of 
the envisaged usage peaks associated with the WAFC Academy. 

As part of the original planning application, Apex undertook a parking beat survey in December 2024 
as part of the initial planning application, the results of which have already been submitted to WCBC. 

In summary, the peak demand for car parking arises at 15:00 during term-time weekdays and the 
proposed Academy usage does not coincide with this. 

A worst case-scenario of a potential clash with a Youth Academy Training night and a School Parents 
Evening showed that parking capacity would still not be exceeded.  In percentage terms, the peak 
demand represents only 60% of parking capacity. 

Notwithstanding this, as described above, there will be day-to-day liaison between the club and the 
school on parking arrangements and any issues that may arise, and specific strategic planning for 
events both at the school and at the academy in order to ensure effective use of the available 
parking space. 

5. Relevant Club and School Access and Travel Contacts 

The Travel and Access and Parking Management for Wrexham AFC is: 

▪ Gemma Jones: gemma.jones@wrexhamafc.co.uk;  07415 967454 

The Travel and Access and Parking Management contact for Darland High School is: 

▪ Sarah Hudson:  Sarah.Hudson@darlandschool.org.uk;  01244 573080 

This document will be the subject of ongoing review jointly by the club and the school. 

 

 

            

Michael Williamson, CEO Wrexham AFC  Joanne Lee, Headteacher, Darland High School 

September 2025 

mailto:gemma.jones@wrexhamafc.co.uk
mailto:Sarah.Hudson@darlandschool.org.uk


                                               

 
Figure 1: Darland School Access and Parking
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Figure 2: Chester Road from School Entrance Looking North and Looking South  

 

 

Figure 3: Main School Entrance (Point A on Figure 1)  



                                               

 
Figure 4: On campus access to bicycle sheds (area B on Figure 1) 

 

 
Figure 5: On campus bicycle sheds 

  



                                               

 

Appendix A 

Route 1 Bus Timetables 

  



                                               

 

 


