1

[image: image1.png]wrecsam




MEMORANDUM


From:
Chief Learning and

To:  
Chief Planning Officer

Achievement Officer



Our Ref:  
JD/ELL
Your Ref:


Date:
26 February 2010  


Section 106 Payments
Following discussions earlier this week about the challenges currently being made by property developers and/or their agents regarding Section 106 Payments, I can confirm that the specific projects referred to i.e. the Former Gatewen Colliery and the Former Brother sites will still be required to honour the Section 106 Payments for primary and secondary schools in those areas.

In terms of the specific issues that have been raised, I offer the following responses:

There are no catchment areas identified for Wrexham Schools.  However, when making calculations for Section 106 payments we refer to the school admissions policy.  This is available online on our website.  The developments are close to Ysgol Penrhyn  and the Victoria schools respectively and therefore it is fair to assume that demand for additional places will be generated at both primary and secondary schools which serve these areas.  

In terms of Secondary education, parents can choose for their child any school which has the space to accommodate them. However, once in a particular primary school parents usually decide to send their children to the secondary school which traditionally receives pupils from that school.  Our admissions policy recognises this and as such our second over subscription criteria states:-

'The LEA will maintain links between .........designated primary schools and specific secondary school as determined by the County Borough Council.'

Further to that, schools are required to have in place a Transition Plan, which details the various processes that will be established between secondary schools and their feeder primaries. These plans are specifically to address any continuity issues in terms of a child's education and are required to exist between a primary school and the secondary school to which the majority of its pupils transfer.

The vast majority of pupils from Ysgol Penrhyn transfer to Ysgol Bryn Alyn and, were that school to be oversubscribed, we would give preference to children from this particular primary school.  In short Ysgol Penrhyn is recognised as a 'feeder' primary for Ysgol Bryn Alyn.  Our parents guide, which is available on-line makes this relationship quite clear.  If a development in a particular area increases demand at feeder primary schools then it is reasonable to expect developers to make a contribution towards the secondary school those pupils will be most likely to express a preference for and subsequently be admitted to. A similar relationship exists between the Victoria schools and Ysgol Clywedog.

It is unfortunate that published documentation relating to school capacities and the number of pupils currently on roll can sometimes be misleading since the impression can be created that there are sufficient surplus places available to accommodate any additional pupils that might be generated by a particular development. However, when assessing available places in order to establish the necessity for a Section 106 Payment, officers also have to take into account the fact that there may be a number of other planned and approved developments which are anticipated to generate additional pupils. Furthermore, all applications for residential development are dealt with in the order of which they are submitted.  Therefore if an application removes any current surplus places at a school then any following applications will have to contribute towards a section 106 payment.  However if any of those applications are subsequently refused permission then their impact on the schools is also removed.

In the case of both Ysgol Clywedog and Ysgol Bryn Alyn, the forecast pupil trends - when considered alongside the additional pupils calculated as being generated from developments for which planning applications have already been made - indicate that both schools will be at capacity without the additional pupils that will be generated by these particular developments.

In response to this forecast deficit of places, we are currently engaged in a review of the educational provision in these localities (and others) in order to produce a 10 year programme of capital works for our educational assets, which will be submitted to the Welsh Assembly Government in October 2010 as part of the newly established 21st Century Schools Programme.

I would also confirm that my colleagues, Dafydd Ifans and Denise Garland have reviewed Planning Guidance Note 27 and will submit a revised version to Sarah Brett in due course.

I trust this serves to clarify the position.

Please get back to me if I can be of any further assistance at this stage.

John Davies
CHIEF LEARNING AND ACHIEVEMENT OFFICER

cc
Bob Dewey


Matthew Phillips


Gerry Kellett


Denise Garland


Dafydd Ifans
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