Proposed Renovation And Extension to Mount House, Church Street, Ruabon, Wrexham
Design and Access Statement
________________________________________________

Design

Brief
Our clients brief was to renovate the existing property to create a sizable family home.

Assessment  
The Building as it stands is in a poor state and in need of major renovation work. The building is a large stone structure, with a natural slate roof. Several of the existing window openings have been blocked up to stop vandalism being caused in the building. 
Its clear once in the building it has been attacked by vandals at some point and measures were taken i.e. The blocking up of openings to stop this from occurring at any future date.

Character
The existing building has bags of character with stone sills and fancy headers to the window openings and coping stones on the change of direction of the masonry walls, all these features are to be retained with our proposal and we aim to bring the building back to life. The redevelopment of the site gives neighboring properties the security of a habitable dwelling rather than a derelict building which vandals are attracted too. 
Several different layouts were thought about and these included apartments, After discussing the proposals with colleagues and our clients, we decided the most appropriate development would be a renovation of the existing building and a small extension at first floor level to provide a single four bedroom house.
Several differing window frames were sketched and the illustrated Hardwood windows suited the existing building most favourably from an elevation, performance and aesthetics point of view. 
As the Existing building has a slate roof, we felt that the most appropriate roof covering would be slate. Slates would match the adjacent buildings as well as resemble a feature of the existing. We also hope that the developer would re-use the existing slates if possible so that the coverings could truly be ‘locally sourced’.
It is proposed that the garden space to the rear is to be laid to seed. The other feature of the amenity area is that the occupiers would be provided a suitable place for enjoying the outside space. We have not put much emphasis on providing more amenity space than the minimum as we feel that since there are so many public spaces and parks locally, the residents would use them facilities above their own. 

Environmental Sustainability

By keeping the existing structure and renovating it we will have the opportunity to provide accommodation with character retained from an existing building with all the modern amenities. 
Community Safety
The proposal provides one four bedroom dwelling. We believe that the dwelling will encourage personal pride and respect from occupants towards the area and the buildings themselves. 
As our proposal would ensure a larger number of residents to the street, it is less likely that vandals and criminals would congregate out of fear of being viewed. We also like to believe that a greater level of respect would be given to residents than an abandoned Building 
Access
The proposed development is on sloping site but is  easily approached by road and public footpaths at ground floor level. The location of the site is near the village of Ruabon where many local conveniences can be found such as banking facilities, a newsagents and many other shops. The local shops would benefit from an increase in a local customer base and even offer the potential occupiers the opportunities of employment and recreational activities. The site is also located within a few minutes drive from Wrexham town centre. This will ensure that residents of the development would have all the benefits of employment and recreational activities associated with a busy town. 

There are other local facilities in the area including primary schools, a high school which is within a very short walking distance, local parks are also nearby. There are sporting facilities including a skate park and tennis courts within a short walking distance. There would be no reliance on a car to live in the area and any occupiers would have a grate standard of living.
Conclusion
By renovating the existing building we will have the opportunity to provide accommodation which keeps the character of an existing building. The new building would have the benefit of being constructed out of modern materials which have better durability and thermal properties. We feel our proposal is ideally tailored to this particular site and should be fully supported by the local authority.
