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Arboricultural Method Statement 
Glyndwr University, Creative Industries Building  

 
 
 
1. Sequence of Works  
 

From commencement of the above deve lopment, the fo l lowing methodo logy 
sha ll be imp lemented in the manner and sequence des cribed: 
 
(a) Pre-contract meeting 
(b) Arboricu ltura l works 
(c) U nderground services 
(d) Ma in construction phase 

 
 
1.1  Pre-contract site meeting  
 

To outline working methods in re lation to trees prior to any construction 
activity on site, a site meeting of the fo llowing sha ll take p lace: 
 
(a) C lient 
(b) Arch itect/Plann i ng C onsu ltant 
(c) Structura l Eng ineer 
(d) Ma in C ontractor 
(e) Arboricu lturist 
(f) Site Agent 

 
 
2. Arboricultural Works  
 
2.1  All work will be carried out in accordance with BS 3998 R ecommendations 

for Tree Work, industry best practice and in line with any works a lready 
agreed with the C ouncil. 

 
2.2  The Tree Surgeon sha ll idea lly be chosen from The Arboricu ltura l 

Association ’s Approved C ontractor list.  Proof of e xperience and insurance 
provision will be requ ired.  All work sha ll be unde rtaken at the appropriate 
time and with the consent and approva l of the Site Agent. 

 
2.3  The statutory protection afforded by the Wild life a nd C ountryside Act and 

C ountryside and R ights of Way will be adhered to.  If further advice is 
requ ired, particu larly if bats are d iscovered durin g tree work, it will be 
obta ined from The C ountryside C ouncil for Wa les and  any 
recommendations adhered to. 
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2.4  The stumps of any trees removed from with in the C on struction Exclusion 
Zone (C EZ) or the R oot Protection Areas (RPA) of re ta ined trees will be 
e ither; cut flush to ground leve l and left in situ or ground out using a stump 
grinder.  They will not be winched out or excavated  with a back hoe 

 
2.5  All operations sha ll be carefu lly carried out to avo id damage to the trees 

be ing treated or ne ighbouring trees.  N o trees to b e reta ined sha ll be used 
for anchorage or winch ing purposes. 

 
 
3. Underground Services  
 
3.1  Although every effort has been made to ensure the routing of services does 

not encroach into R oot Protection Areas, if for wha tever reason insta llation 
with in R oot Protection Areas is requ ired the pro jec t arboricu lturis t and loca l 
authority must be notified prior to any tree protec tion barrier remova l and the 
fo llowing deta ils adhered to. 

 
3.2  Trench ing for the insta llation of underground services severs any roots 

present and may change the loca l so il hydro logy in a way that adverse ly 
affects the hea lth of the trees.  For th is reason p articu lar care will be taken 
in the routing and methods of insta lling undergroun d services.  Wherever 
possib le, they shou ld be kept together and arboricu ltura lly sensitive 
methods of excavation used.  At a ll times where services are to pass with in 
the R oot Protection Area, deta iled p lans showing th e proposed routing will 
be drawn up in con junction with an Arboricu lturist.  These p lans and a 
specification for the works sha ll be submitted to the Loca l Plann ing 
Authority's Arboricu ltura l officer for approva l prior to such works be ing 
commenced.  Such p lans will a lso show the leve ls an d access space 
needed for insta lling the services.  

 
3.3  The preferab le method for trench ing with in R oot Pro tection Areas to avo id 

damage is via excavation using an ‘a ir spade ’ or si milar.  Th is too l utilises 
compressed a ir to remove so il from around tree root s causing min ima l 
damage.  Th is approach will be utilised whenever po ssib le. 

 
3.4  Trench-less techno logy, such as thrust boring can b e used in some 

instances and is particu larly effective as it can p ass d irectly under the tree, 
at a depth wh ich is like ly to avo id a lmost a ll impa ct on roots of the sub ject 
tree.  As no access/thrust p its will be located with in the R oot Protection 
Areas of the sub ject trees, the need for arboricu lt ura l supervision is limited. 

 
3.5  R eference can be made to N ationa l Jo int U tilities Group pub lication Vo lume 

4 (NJU G Vo l. 4) for gu idance, but any approach must  be approved by the 
Pro ject Arboricu lturist and brought to the attentio n of the Loca l Authority 
Tree Officer.  U n less an emergency arises, there sha ll be no new 
excavation for the insta llation, renewa l, or repa ir  of underground services 
with in any area designated as a R oot Protection Are a and C onstruction 
Exclusion Zone and enclosed by Temporary Protective  Fencing (un less very 
low root vo lume is estab lished beforehand). 
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4. Main Construction Phase  
 
4.1 Tree Protection Measures   
 
4.1.1 N o construction or groundwork’s sha ll be begu n until the temporary 

protective fence has been erected to the satisfaction of the loca l p lann ing 
authority and the pro ject arboricu lturist.  It sha ll be inspected on a month ly 
basis thereafter by the pro ject arboricu lturist and  any defects noted to the 
site agent and loca l authority arboricu lturist.   

 
 
4.1.2 The fence sha ll be secure and ab le to withsta nd accidenta l contact with 

construction equ ipment. A suggested design for th is is attached at Append ix 
1. The fence will rema in in situ until a ll construc tion works are fin ished on 
site. The purpose of th is fence will be d iscussed with in site induction 
courses so that a ll persons on site are aware of wh y it is important to reta in 
its integrity during the construction phase. At App end ix 2 is a suggested 
sign design to p lace on the fence. Append ix 3 is th e Tree Protection Plan 
agreed with the C ouncil 
. 

 
4.1.3 There sha ll be no storage of construction materia ls, site parking, site 

accommodation or equ ipment in any area designated a s a R oot Protection 
Area (R PA). There will be no a lteration to ground leve ls with in the R PA of 
any tree on site.  

 
4.1.4 N o fires sha ll be lit with in 15m of any tree  
 
4.1.5 The Site Agent sha ll supervise de liveries by se lf-load ing crane, with veh icles 

positioned in such a manner that reta ined trees and /or hedgerows are not at 
risk of damage.  

 
4.1.6  C are sha ll be taken when p lann ing site operations in proximity of reta ined 

trees to ensure that wide or ta ll loads, or p lant with booms, jibs and 
counterwe ights, can operate without coming into con tact with reta ined trees.  
Such contact can resu lt in serious in jury to them a nd might make the ir safe 
retention impossib le. 

 
4.1.7  C onsequently, any transit or traverse of p lant in p roximity of trees sha ll be 

conducted under the supervision of a ‘banksman ’, to  ensure that adequate 
clearance from trees is at a ll times ma inta ined.  In some circumstances, it 
may be impossib le to ach ieve th is without prun ing works known as ‘access 
facilitation prun ing ’.  The Loca l Plann ing Authority's Arboricu ltura l officer 
shou ld be informed we ll in advance of any proposed access facilitation 
prun ing, as there are trees on site that are protec ted by a Tree Preservation 
order and permission may be requ ired to undertake such prun ing works 

 
4.1.8  Access facilitation prun ing sha ll be kept to the ba rest min imum necessary to 

facilitate deve lopment and sha ll be carried out in strict accordance with 
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BS3998 U nder no circumstances sha ll construction pe rsonne l undertake 
any tree prun ing operations. On ly qua lified and insured contractors shou ld 
undertake these works when approved.  

 
  
 
 
 
4.2  Site storage, parking, welfare facilities etc.  
 
4.2.1  The site will requ ire provision for; site storage, contractor parking, we lfare 

facilities, temporary services/dra inag e, materia l drop off po ints etc. 
 
4.2.2 N one of the above provisions will be sited wi th the R oot Protection Areas of 

reta ined trees without the input of the Pro ject Arb oricu lturist and the consent 
of the Loca l Plann ing Authority. 

 
 
4.3  Proposed temporary car park  
 
4.3.1 As th is is a temporary car park the use of ge o grids and ce llu lar confinement 

systems to construct a no d ig surface with in the R o ot Protection Areas of 
the trees is considered excessive. It is more exped ient and cost effective to 
lose the car spaces and erect a temporary fence line that excludes 
excavation and construction of a hard surface beyon d th is po int.  

 
 
4.3.2 I have measured the largest d iameter tree @ 900mm and used th is as an 

average to secure an area of 12m in depth from the line of the trees. I have 
taken into consideration the hard surface car park at the rear of the trees 
and the species invo lved Lombardy Pop lars. With the se factors in mind the 
area protected will be sufficient to reta in the tre es wh ile the car park is in 
use. The fence will be erected prior to commencemen t of any ground works 
in th is area and be under the same inspection reg ime as the ma in 
construction area. The fence will rema in in situ un til the car park is no longer 
needed to prevent cars be ing parked off the hard su rface and compacting 
the ground beneath the trees. A tree protection p la n is attached to th is 
method statement at Append ix 3 showing the location  of the fence.   

 
 
4.3.3 The pro ject arboricu lturist and the Loca l Authority’s Arboricu ltura l Officer 

sha ll be informed of any roots exposed by ground excavations d iscovered 
that exceed 75 mm in d iameter. On no account sha ll these roots be severed 
without taking arboricu ltura l advice. 

 
 
 
A L Smith M Arb CEnv MIC For F Arbor A 
 
C hartered Arboricu lturist 
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Appendix 1 Fence Design  

 

 
 

1) Suggested design of protective fence 
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Appendix 2 Sign Design  
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Appendix 3 Plans 
 

 
 

1) Tree Protection Plan for construction site* 
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2) Tree protection p lan for car park* 

 
 
*Electronic versions available for both plans 


