Grounds for appeal, 72 Ruabon Road, Wrexham, replacement windows: 

· It was not my intention to ignore restricted changes, and as soon as I became aware of them I contacted my local councillor for advice, who suggested I contact the planning department as soon as possible as to what action I should take, which I did.   I was under the mistaken impression that as many other houses in the street had uPVC double glazing it was acceptable.
· The even numbered houses between the Fairy Road roundabout and Poyser Street were added to the original Conservation Area in 1998,many years after its initial creation in the early 1970s, by which time, many of the properties had already changed their windows to uPVC.   Modern uPVC windows have a much improved appearance compared with earlier designs fitted years ago in many of the nearby properties.  I believe it would be unjust if we were required to change these windows, when similar action could not be taken to replace windows in nearby windows which are far more harmful to the appearance of the Conservation area.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The replacement windows were chosen to reflect the character of the house in that they are casement windows, as they would have been originally, and the proportions, openings and top bar are as close a match to the original design as possible.  I was very careful in my choice not to have uPVC cills as they would not fit the character of the house, which I was keen to preserve. I have no wish or intention to make any further alterations to the frontage of the house other than to repaint the front door the same colour as it currently is and replace the letterbox to a more appropriate one, and have already been in touch with the planning and conservation officers about this.  Given the above, I do not see the changes made, of material only, not design or proportions, as inappropriate. 
· The windows which were replaced were of a variety of vintage, none original.  The timber frames were of an insubstantial cheap softwood. They were in a poor state of repair, very badly painted with panes of glass in the downstairs room held together by sellotape. They were so badly fitted that two of the windows fell out when being replaced, and were totally insecure, dangerous and not at all energy efficient. 
· I have carried out my own audit of the windows fronting Ruabon Road (separate document attached).  From my observation, of the 33 houses 6 have the original windows (4 near the Fairy Road roundabout), 3 have partial replacement windows and 24 have full uPVC double glazing.  I do not know how many of the 24 houses had uPVC windows in 1998, or if there is a correlation between the numbers of houses with uPVC windows installed post 1998 and appropriate planning permissions.
