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1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 This Pre-application Consultation Report outlines the consultation undertaken regarding 

the proposed Hafod Road Solar Scheme. 

1.1.2 As the scheme is to be developed on a site of more than 1 ha, it is deemed a major 

development and as such the Applicant is required to undertake a statutory pre-application 

consultation under the Planning (Wales) Act 2015. 

1.2 Community Consultation 

1.2.1 It is important for the National Trust to hear views on the project from the local community. 

The community consultation event as detailed below, was also an opportunity to 

communicate the National Trust’s wider strategy plus targets on climate change. This 

included the climate focused projects delivered to date elsewhere on National Trust land. 

The scheme is a relatively small-scale solar development, and we wanted to articulate the 

rationale behind the size and location of the development. The National Trust has a strategy 

focused on restoring nature and, as part of this project, we were keen to emphasise the 

nature benefits we will develop, alongside renewable energy.  

Community Consultation Event 

1.2.2 This section of the report outlines the different methods used to engage with the local 

community and gather views on the proposed Hafod Road Solar scheme. 

1.2.3 A community consultation event was held on Thursday 10th July 10am – 6pm and Friday 

11th July 10am – 3pm at Felin Puleston Outdoor Centre, Erddig, Wrexham, LL13 7RF (See 

Appendix 1 for event photos). 

1.2.4 Posters advertising the event (see Appendix 2) were displayed at Erddig and Felin Puleston 

for two weeks prior to the consultation event.  

1.2.5 An advert was included in the Chirk Erddig Connect newsletter (see Appendix 3), a 

newsletter for internal staff and volunteers. The newsletter was emailed to approximately 

150 staff and volunteers. Additionally, hard copies were available in the volunteer break 

rooms. 
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1.2.6 A post appeared on Facebook in the following groups: Erddig/NT and Johnstown 

(Wrexham) Facebook group (Appendix 4). 

1.2.7 Letters were sent to 15 people including immediate residents, past farming tenants, the 

local care home manager and the head of the local council (Appendix 5). 

1.2.8 Representatives of Esclusham Community Council were invited to attend the consultation 

event.  

1.2.9 The consultation boards were produced bilingually and provided information on project 

location and layout, technology, National Trust climate targets, surveys, land use and 

nature enhancements. The proposed landscape and ecological enhancement plan was also 

available to view (see Appendix 6). 

1.2.10 Additionally, photomontages to demonstrate what the proposed Hafod Road Solar Scheme 

would look like from nearby locations were also made available (Appendix 7). 

1.2.11 Representatives from Dulas, the environmental consultant, and National Trust (the 

Applicant) were available to answer queries regarding the Proposed Scheme.   

Results from the event 

1.2.12 Approximately 75 people attended the consultation events over the 2 days, including a 

councillor from Esclusham Community Council. 

1.2.13 In general, there was support for the scheme and renewables, with attendees being 

supportive of the ecological enhancements, the scheme being of a smaller scale than other 

utility scale solar farms proposed in the vicinity, and that the Hafod Road scheme is not 

located close to residential properties.  

1.2.14 Some concerns raised were about the recyclability of the solar panels, and whether the 

development will result in a loss of farmland. It was explained that the land under the 

panels would still be used for sheep grazing, a change from the current arable usage. 

1.2.15 There was some confusion about whether the scheme was part of the Butterfly Farm 

100MW solar scheme, which is located to east of the Hafod Road site. The event enabled 

National Trust to clarify that the Hafod Road Solar Scheme was a separate and smaller scale 

endeavour.  
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1.3 Specialist Consultees 

1.3.1 The nature of the project means that none of the specialist consultees in Schedule 4 of The 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 

(DMWPO) need to be consulted. 

1.4 Pre-application consultation with Wrexham County 

Borough Council 

1.4.1 A request for pre-application advice was submitted to WCBC to inform the scope of the 

assessments. Further details can be found in section 1.3 of the Environmental Report that 

accompanies this planning application. 

1.5 Additional consultation made during the assessment 

process 

1.5.1 Further consultations were made with statutory consultees as part of the environmental 

assessment process, details of which are below. 

Hydrology 

1.5.2 Drainage proposals were discussed with Cathryn Hughes, Technical Flood Risk Officer from 

WCBC SAB, by phone call and subsequent Teams meeting on 26th March 2025  These 

included: 

 design standards for surface water drainage,  

 principles of drainage for solar sites,  

 water quality considerations. 

1.5.3 The agreed actions from these meetings were: 

 That drainage should be designed to the 100yr plus Climate Change storm event. 

 The use of any gravel fill trenches around impermeable surfaces should have 

regard for the potential for sedimentation of these features by wash-off from 

construction and operation traffic, and the nearby public road.  



Hafod Road Solar Scheme               Pre-application Consultation Report 

 November 2025 4 

 If infiltration features are utilised in design, infiltration testing to BRE365 standards 

must be carried out at full-app stage (though the earlier on in the process, the 

better) 

Ecology 

1.5.4 The following table details all of the consultations made with WCBC and NRW by Tom 

Knight, from Marches Ecology. 

Consultee: Emma Broad (EB), Ecology & Biodiversity Officer, WCBC. 

Consulted: 10/02/25.  Email sent to EB. 

Phone-call with EB on 18/03/25. 

Issues discussed: 1. Scope of ecology survey/ assessment work following on from work 
undertaken in 2023.  2. An ecological background data search was completed in 2023 – 
it was proposed to use this data in the 2025 report.  3. EB previously mentioned to Garry 
Sharples (Project Manager at National Trust) that ground-nesting birds, Barn Owls and 
bats would need to be considered – clarification sought as to why?  4. Discussion re Great 
Crested Newts (GCN): licence vs. non-licensed approach. 

Agreed actions: 1. Proposed scope of ecology survey/ assessment work agreed.  2. 
Agreed re. ecological background data search.  3. Ground-nesting birds: EB mentioned 
Lapwings.  Tom Knight, Marches Ecology (TK) explained re. habitat largely being 
unsuitable for this species.  EB happy that wetland creation being proposed may be 
beneficial for this species.  EB mentioned Barn Owl nest quite close to the site and that 
she would forward record.  TK thinks (but not confirmed) that this may be on the 
opposite side of the A483.  4. With regards GCN licensing EB deferred to NRW. 

Also agreed to liaise with EB re. Net Benefits for Biodiversity (NBB) proposals.  EB stated 
that habitat creation should link in with consented housing scheme to northwest. 

Consultee: Matt Ellis (ME), NRW. 

Consulted: 18/03/25.  Email sent to ME. 

Phone-call with ME on 18/03/25. 

Issues discussed: 1. Discussion re Great Crested Newts: licence vs. non-licensed 
approach, particularly due to location of Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)/ Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC). 

Agreed actions: ME stated that the dispersal range of GCN given in the most recent 
update (2022) of the Guidelines for the Selection of Biological SSSIs (Chapter 18 Reptiles 
& Amphibians) should be considered in relation to the application site and the SSSI/ SAC.  
TK agreed that the PEA would cover this.  TK stated that given the distance of the 
waterbodies within the SSSI/ SAC from the application site, the low risk of the proposal 
to GCN, the existing habitat within the application site, etc, that a non-licensed approach 
could be justified.  ME stated that he would ‘prefer’ for a licence to be obtained but could 
not require the project to do so. 
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Consultee: Emma Broad, Ecology & Biodiversity Officer, WCBC. 

Consulted: 02/04/25.  Email sent to EB. 

Issues discussed: 1. Details of Barn Owl record previously mentioned.  2. Details of 
consented housing development previously mentioned.   

Agreed actions: No response received. 

Consultee: Matt Ellis, NRW. 

Consulted: 29/04/25.  Phone-call with ME. 

Issues discussed: 1. TK confirmed that non-licensed approach with regards GCN was to 
be pursued.  2. TK outlined developing NBB/ habitat creation proposals.  3. TK explained 
that there is no intention to undertake additional GCN survey including the new ponds 
in the commemorative woodland site. 

Agreed actions: 1. ME stated that non-licensed approach was acceptable but that a 
Method Statement, ecologist supervision, etc, would be required.  TK agreed that this 
would be proposed.  2. ME keen on proposed wetland, and agreed that minimal 
intervention approach was acceptable in this instance.  3.  ME accepted that it is not 
necessary to survey these ponds for the application but that he would ‘welcome it’.  It 
was agreed that a commitment to future survey of the ponds would be included in the 
proposals. 

Consultee: Emma Broad, Ecology & Biodiversity Officer, WCBC. 

Consulted: 30/04/25.  Phone-call with EB. 

Issues discussed: 1. TK outlined developing NBB/ habitat creation proposals.  2. TK 
mentioned Little Ringed Plovers using adjacent site.  3. TK confirmed that non-licensed 
approach with regards GCN was to be pursued.   

Agreed actions: 1. NBB/ habitat creation proposals agreed at this stage.  2. EB interested 
in developing the proposed wetland, at least in part, for this species.  3. EB agreed with 
position taken by ME on GCN licence/ non-licensed approach. 

 

1.6 Revisions to the scheme following consultations 

1.6.1 The comments received during the community consultation were reviewed, however given 

the embedded mitigation, and changes to the update already made in response to the 

findings of the individual assessments regarding ecology and Hydrology (see Design and 

Access Statement for further information), no changes to the layout were required to be 

made. 
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Appendix 1 – consultation event photos 
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Appendix 2 – Event poster 
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Appendix 3 - advert included in the Chirk Erddig Connect 
Newsletter 

 

 

  



Hafod Road Solar Scheme               Pre-application Consultation Report 

 November 2025 9 

Appendix 4 – Facebook post 
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Appendix 5 – Letter 
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Appendix 6 – Consultation boards 
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Appendix 7 – photomontages 
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