Architect’s Statement of Support
Planning Application ref: P/2025/0611
Property: The Stables, Burton, Rossett, Wrexham
Proposal: Two-storey gable extension with single-storey wrap-around to rear; new porch; conversion of existing garage to leisure suite with glazed link; and new detached single-storey garage.

Statement by: Jake Boardman
Practice: Base Architecture and Design Ltd, 
29 Grosvenor St, Chester CH1 2DD, Tel: 01244 569008
Date: 06.11.25

Introduction
This statement has been prepared to confirm that the proposed development at The Stables, Burton, Rossett will result in no harm or adverse impact to the existing dwelling, its setting, or the wider character of the surrounding area. The proposal has been carefully designed to respect the form, scale, and historic character of the existing building and to ensure that the overall appearance remains fully in keeping with the rural and residential context of Burton.

Site Context
The Stables is an attractive and substantial detached family home, originally converted in 1995 from the 18th-century stable block associated with Cam-yr-Alyn Hall. The property sits within generous landscaped grounds of approximately 1.5 acres, including a walled garden and orchard, within the picturesque hamlet of Burton, part of the village of Rossett. The dwelling is approached via a private driveway off Burton Road and occupies an idyllic, secluded setting, well screened from public view.
The surrounding area is characterised by a mixture of individually designed detached homes, converted agricultural buildings, and large country residences. The proposal therefore sits within an established pattern of high-quality residential development in a sensitive rural environment.

Design and Impact Assessment
The design has evolved through a careful and contextually responsive process, taking account of advice received at the pre-application stage, including positive feedback from the Conservation Officer regarding the proposed contemporary material palette.
· Form and Scale:
The proposed extensions have been designed to be clearly subordinate to the main dwelling, with reduced ridge heights and set-back junctions to preserve the primacy of the original barn form.
· Massing and Visual Impact:
The extensions are located to the rear of the property, entirely unseen from the public highway, and will have no visual impact on the principal street-facing elevation or the wider landscape setting.
· Architectural Approach:
The proposed use of black powder-coated aluminium cladding and large glazed openings provides a crisp, modern aesthetic that contrasts sensitively with the original stone and brickwork, thereby celebrating the historic character of the original barn while clearly identifying the new additions as contemporary interventions.
· Materials and Detailing:
The selected materials are of high quality and complement the palette already established on site. The seamless cladding system and slender framed glazing ensure a lightweight, subservient appearance in accordance with local design guidance. These materials have been supported during the pre-planning application phase (Ref: ENQ/2025/0060) with the support from the Conservation Officer, noting a “nice juxtaposition between the old and new.”
· Relationship to Existing Fabric:
Linear glazed slots at connection points between old and new elements allow a visual separation that both respects the historic fabric and enhances the legibility of the original stable structure.

Impact on Character and Setting
The proposals will not result in any harm to the character, appearance, or setting of the property or its surroundings. The extensions are discreetly located and have been designed to preserve the building’s architectural integrity, ensuring that the rural character of the area remains entirely unaffected.
Furthermore, the proposal aligns with the local planning policies promoting sensitive and high-quality design, including those within the Wrexham Local Development Plan, by delivering an enhancement to an existing dwelling in a manner that is both contextually appropriate and architecturally distinctive.

Conclusion
In conclusion, the proposed development at The Stables represents a carefully considered and high-quality design that:
· Is entirely in keeping with the scale and character of the existing dwelling and its surroundings;
· Preserves the setting and appearance of the property within the rural hamlet of Burton;
· Introduces no harm or adverse impact to neighbouring amenity, heritage assets, or the local environment; and
· Reflects a sensitive balance between modern architectural expression and respect for historic context.
On this basis, it is my professional opinion that the proposal should be supported as a positive and appropriate evolution of the property, consistent with local and national planning policy objectives.
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