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woodland (Shropshire VI-5 – 1901 (Appendix 4)). However, due to the season the survey was conducted, ancient woodland 
indicators may not have been present and further survey effort is recommended to fully assess the woodland on site.  
 
h2a – Native Hedgerow 
The hedgerow onsite has varying height sections and species present include hawthorn (D) and blackthorn (A) with ivy (F), nettle 
(O) and bramble (R). The hedgerow within the survey site boundary to the north is ~1.6m in height and ~0.7m in width. There 
are sections of vertical gaps throughout the onsite hedgerow which amount to <10% of the hedgerow surrounding the field. 
The observed section within the survey boundary has no observed gaps.  
 
Offsite habitats  
r2b – Other river and streams 
The stream just offsite to the south of the site is ~2m wide and ~15cm – 32cm deep. The stream is flowing with limited 
submerged vegetation. The banks are observed to be steep with sparse vegetation. The stream floor consists of stones and 
rock.  
 
Local notable habitats 
The following are local notable habitats that were returned from COFNOD (local environmental record centre) within a 2km 
radius of the site and the closest records. 

- Ancient woodland – onsite (see appendix 1.e), ~960m northwest, ~616m east, 1km east, 1.15km southeast, 1.2km 
south and ~165km west.  

- Traditional Orchard - ~20m north, ~85m north, ~325m northwest, ~552m southwest, ~750m south, ~760m south, 
~770m south and ~1.2km east. 

- Semi-Improved Grassland - ~960m. 
- Coastal Floodplain and Grazing March - ~1km north.  
- Lowland Meadows - ~1km east and ~1.4km northwest. 
- Lowland Fens and Reedbeds - ~1.4km northwest.  

 

Foreseen Impacts On-site habitats 
The proposed development will result in the loss of grassland and sections of woodland. Sections of the woodland within the 
development line boundary are designated as ancient woodland, and therefore it is likely that the remaining woodland to be 
impacted is a habitat of principal importance and irreplaceable habitat. This could result in a net loss in biodiversity at the site.  
Furthermore the survey was conducted outside of the optimal season for botanical surveys.   
 
Notable habitats 
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Orchid Orchis morio. Typical plants of the wet flushes associated with springs and in marshy ground in the valley bottom 
are Hairy Sedge Carex hirta, Sneezewort Achillea ptarmica, Ragged Robin Lychnis flos-cuculi and Fleabane Pulicaria 
dysenterica. One of the pastures includes the margin of an area of Alder carr (woodland) with a dense stand of Great 
Horsetail Equisetum telmateia. 

- River Dee and Bala Lake (SSSI) Special Area of Conservation (SAC) - ~1.4km northwest - The lake has abundant pike, 
perch, brown trout, roach and eel. It also contains the gwyniad, a fish unique to the locality and listed as critically 
endangered by the IUCN due to the introduction of the invasive and non-native ruffe, and the very rare mollusc Myxas 
glutinosa (the glutinous snail). According to legend, whilst the Dee itself flows through the lake, the waters never mix. 
However this was not confirmed by the detailed limnological work undertaken from the 1990s, to understand and 
manage the occurrence of algal blooms on the lake. 

 
Non-statutory designated sites 
Biological records was obtained from COFNOD (Local Environmental Record Centre) which revealed the presence of the 
following non-statuatory sites within 2km:  

- Lightwood and Queensbridge Dingle Local Wildlife Site (LWS) – onsite to the south.  
- Morris, Helt Wood and Neile’s Wood - ~900m north. 
- Llan Y Cefn (LWS) - ~1km northwest.  
- Caerowlin Wood and Meadows (LWS) - ~1.7km northeast.  
- Nantclimbers Grassland and The Dukes - ~1.7km southeast.  

Foreseen Impacts On-site designations 
The proposed plans include the incorporation of glamping pods to the south of the site. Construction will include the removal 
of an unknown number of trees within this designation. Furthermore, although the ponds will be suspended off the ground, the 
construction of the pods will involve disturbance of the ground flora and will increase recreational pressure to this local wildlife 
site due to the use of these pods and further indirect effects such as pollution or tree damage could occur during construction.  
 
Statutory and non-statutory designated sites 
No direct impacts to any further offsite designated sites (not including the above on-site designation) will occur as a result of 
the proposed development. However, due to the proximity of the site to Morris, Helt Wood and Neile’s Wood (LWS), indirect 
effects such as pollution or habitat damage could occur during construction. Similarly the proposed development could result 
in increased recreational pressure to further nearby areas. 
 

Recommendations On-site designations 
Habitats on site, especially the woodland habitats should be protected so far as possible and enhanced where possible.  
Suggested enhancements will be subject to the results of the further botany surveys onsite.  
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- There are three records of goldcrest of which the closest is situated ~700m south.  
- There are two records of grey wagtail of which the closest is situated ~1.3km north. 
- There is one record of tawny owl situated ~1.3km north.  
- There is one record of red kite situated ~1.3km north. 
- There is one record of redwing situated ~1.3km northeast. 
- There is one record of Canada goose situated ~1.5km northwest.  
- There is one record of garden warbler situated ~1.6km south.  
- There is one record of cormorant situated ~1.7km north.  
- There is one record of kingfisher situated ~1.7km north.  
 

Trees and vegetation 
No bird nests were identified within the vegetation on-site; however they all offer nesting opportunities and nest-building 
resources for birds. 
 
Barn owls 

The grassland on site provide habitat for barn owls to forage. Furthermore, the woodland provides further value for foraging 
barn owls. 
 
Overwintering birds 

Due to the small size of the site and the extent and type of the habitats recorded, the site not considered suitable to support a 
significant assemblage of protected and/or notable birds. 

Foreseen Impacts Trees 
The proposed development could result in the destruction or the disturbance and subsequent abandonment of active bird 
nests.  
 
Barn owls 
The removal of the small section of other neutral grassland is considered inconsequential to barn owl populations. However, 
the glamping pods within the woodland will impact on barn owl habitat, however due to the further barn owl habitat 
surrounding the site, the removal of the unknown number of trees to allow the glamping pods is not anticipated to be 
consequential for barn owls.  
 
Overwintering birds 
None foreseen. 
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proximity of the site, indirect effects such as pollution could occur during construction.  Furthermore, construction activit ies 
could result in the death or injury of otters, if present. 
 
Water voles 
No works will be undertaken within 5m of the top of the banks of the watercourse. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated on 
water vole as a result of the proposed development. 
 

Recommendations Otters 
Owing to the nature of the proposed development and the low potential for impacts to otter, further otter surveys are 
considered to be disproportionate. A precautionary working method will be implemented during construction, including the 
following measures: 

• A toolbox talk will be given to contractors regarding the possible presence of otters at the site. 
• A pre-commencement inspection of the site will be undertaken for otters. 

• Heras fencing will be erected around the working area to prevent encroachment within 8m of the watercourse.  

• Any excavations will be covered overnight, or a ramp will be installed to enable any trapped animals to escape. 
• The use of night-time lighting will be avoided, or sensitive lighting design will be implemented to avoid light spill on to 

the watercourse and any retained habitats which otters could use. 

• Best practice pollution prevention measures will be implemented to minimise impacts to the watercourse and any 
retained habitats that otters could use. 

• Any chemicals or pollutants used or created by the development should be stored and disposed of correctly according 
to COSHH regulations. 

In the unlikely event that an otter holt or den is identified, works must cease and advise must be sought from a suitably 
qualified ecologist.  
 
Water voles 
Owing to the nature of the proposed development and the low potential for impacts to water voles, further water vole surveys 
are considered to be disproportionate. A precautionary working method will be implemented during construction, including 
the following measures: 

• A toolbox talk will be given to contractors regarding the possible presence of water vole at the site. 

• Heras fencing will be erected around the working area to prevent encroachment within 5m of the watercourse.  

• Any excavations will be covered overnight, or a ramp will be installed to enable any trapped animals to escape. 
• The use of night-time lighting will be avoided, or sensitive lighting design will be implemented to avoid light spill on to 

the watercourse and any retained habitats which water voles could use. 
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Summary of Survey 

Findings 

The woodland and hedgerow onsite provides high value foraging and commuting opportunities for hedgehogs, with 

connections to further woodland habitat nearby.  

 

Biological Records Data (2km) 

- There are three records of hedgehog of which the closest is situated ~1.3km north.  

Foreseen Impacts Other neutral grassland will be removed during construction, along with disturbance to the ground floor of the woodland for 
the installation of the camping pods. The loss of the grassland is likely to be inconsequential to local hedgehog populations 
owing to their low value and the presence of more extensive habitat locally. However, construction activities could result in  
the death or injury of hedgehogs, if present. 

Recommendations Similar to the badgers, a precautionary working method will be implemented during construction, including the following 
measures: 

• Any excavations will be covered overnight, or a ramp will be installed to enable any trapped animals to escape. 

• The use of night-time lighting will be avoided, or sensitive lighting design will be implemented to avoid light spill on to 
retained habitats which hedgehogs could use. 

• Any chemicals or pollutants used or created by the development should be stored and disposed of correctly according 
to COSHH regulations. 

If any hedgehogs are found in the working area these should be allowed to disperse of their own accord or, if at immediate 
risk, should be moved by hand to a sheltered, vegetated area away from disturbance. 
 
Suggested biodiversity enhancements 
The following habitat creation and enhancement opportunities could be incorporated into the proposed development which 
would be beneficial for hedgehogs: 

• Planting species-rich grassland to increase foraging opportunities. 

• Creation of brash piles or installation of hedgehog houses in shady areas. 

• Installation of gaps under boundary fencing to enable hedgehogs to move freely through the site.  
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Appendix 1: PEA Map 
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Appendix 1b: Pond Map  
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Appendix 1c: Ancient Woodland Location Map  
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Appendix 1d: Local Wildlife Site Map 
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Appendix 1e: Onsite Designations And Notable Habitats 
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Appendix 2: Location map 
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Appendix 3: Proposed plan 
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Appendix 4: Ordinance Map – Shropshire VI 5 - 1901 

 










