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McCarthy Haulage Site, Redwither 

 

 

1 Project Brief 

 

Highway Planning Services has been commissioned to consider the highway 

implications associated with a change of use of the McCarthy Haulage Site on 

Redwither Industrial Estate. The proposals involve a change of use from 

haulage yard to a reclamation centre.  

 

2 Site Location and Description 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Site 

Application site 
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2.1 The site consists of offices, warehouses and a yard area including a canopy 

covering part of the yard. On-site car parking is limited to the provision of four 

visitor spaces off First Avenue however the site lies adjacent to the Council 

operated Redwither Tower car park with capacity for 130 cars.    

2.2 The warehouse and yard is accessed from First Avenue with the yard area 

exiting onto Dutton Road. 

 

2.3 The existing site has adequately served McCarthay Haulage as an office, 

warehouse and distribution centre for a number of years.  

 

3  Development Proposals 

 

3.1 The proposal is to use the existing buildings and haulage yard for the receipt 

and processing of electrical equipment; all materials will be inspected, and 

processed for recycling before exported to refineries or other approved outlets.  

 

 3.2 This is a change of use application with no significant re-development. 

 

3.3 A pre-application enquiry (ENQ/2025/0102) was submitted to the planning 

department earlier in the year. The Highway Authority failed to respond to the 

enquiry but the planning officer requested additional information be submitted 

with any subsequent application. The highway related comments have been 

extracted from the planning officer’s response and are included as an appendix 

to this report.    

 

3.4 The planning officer has suggested a number of requirements that would be 

required in support of any future application, including sight lines, speed 

surveys and a transport assessment; these requirements are however unjustified 

for a change of use of this nature. TAN 18 requires the submission of a TA 

where a change of use would “generate significant levels of movement or are 

likely to have significant effects on existing patterns of movement” whereas the 

proposed change of use will in fact reduce traffic movements. This simpler, 
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Highway Statement is deemed more appropriate than a full TA and will address 

all relevant issues.   

 

4 Generated Traffic Comparison 

4.1.1 McCarthy Haulage have 26 vehicles based on site running both national and local 

routes. A minimum of 10 lorries operate on a local basis and make an average of 3 

trips per day. Total vehicular movements are in the order of 160 per week. 

4.1.2 McCarthy employ 26 drivers on site along with 10 warehouse/office, a total of 36 

employees all of whom park off-site in the nearby council operated car park. 

4.2.1 It is anticipated that the proposed change of use will deal with 6,000 to 10,000 

tonnes per year and will require access by articulated lorries (loading and unloading), 

20ft/40ft containers (loading), tipper trucks (unloading) and cargo vans (unloading) 

resulting in a total traffic generation of less than 80 trips per week.   

4.2.2 The new facility will employ 10 warehouse/yard staff along with 2 managers; a total 

of 12 employees. 

4.3 The proposed change of use will result in a reduction in the number of HGV 

movements to and from the site and a reduction in the number of employees based 

on site. 

 

5 Road Safety/Accident History  

5.1 A search of the CrashMap database shows 12 traffic accidents recorded within the 

whole of the industrial estate during the latest five year period. None of these 

incidents are significant in relation to operation of the application site. 

5.2 Roads within the whole of Wrexham Industrial Estate are subject to a 40mph speed 

restriction with the associated junction visibility requirement of 120m in both 

directions. Due to the nature of the roads in the vicinity of the site, traffic speeds are 

noticably less than the speed limit. 
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5.3 There are two points of access to the site but all vehicles exiting the yard will use the 

Dutton Road access. Dutton Road is a cul-de-sac road, ending at locked gates 

approximately 25m to the north of the site access. There is a footway and grassed 

verge (maintained by WCBC Estates Department) along the site side of Dutton Road 

ensuring that exit visibility will be maintained. 

5.4 There is warehouse and visitor car parking space on first Avenue but a footway and 

wide verges again protect visibility splays. 

5.5 The Crashmap data indicates that the site has previously operated as a warehousing 

and storage yard without incident.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Staff Access/Sustainable Travel 

6.1 To ensure that sustainable travel options are maximised; the site will produce a staff 

travel plan prior to operation. 

6.2 Wrexham Industrial Estate including the application site is well provided with 

sustainable travel options. 

6.3 WCBC promote Liftshare.com a free to use website to enable people to share lifts 

with; this not only reduces traffic generation but also helps commuters save money. 

Application Site 
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6.4 The Industrial Estate is served by public bus service no.41 with buses running 

between early morning and evening. The Redwither Tower bus stop is within 300m (a 

4 minute walk) of the application site. 

 

6.5 The Industrial Estate is within easy cycling distance of Wrexham ( 7km/20 minutes ) and 

there are a number of existing cycle routes linking between them. Routes WREX-WIE CO11- 

16A are available for use with many more routes and facilities identified on the Active Travel 

Network Map (extracts below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Existing routes 
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Proposed Routes 

. 

7 Construction Traffic Management Plan 

 

7.1 There is no significant development works required as a result of this change of 

use application. Minor works including the construction of storage facilities will 

be restricted to the yard area. All construction plant and materials will be 

delivered and off-loaded within the yard; delivery vehicles restricted to access 

from First Avenue and exit onto Dutton Road. There will be no requirement for 

loading/offloading within the highway.  

 

8 Service Management Plan 

 

8.1All materials for processing will be delivered and off-loaded into the storage yard or 

warehouse. All processed materials to be transported off-site will be loaded within the 

yard or warehouse areas. There will be no loading or off-loading within the highway. 
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There is adequate space within the yard area to facilitate all turning and maneuvering 

requirements for delivery and collection vehicles.  

 

9 Conclusions 

 

• The proposed re-development makes use of existing commercial accesses that 

have adequately served the former use of haulage yard, warehousing and 

offices. 

 

• Traffic accident records indicate that site has operated in a safe manner 

without incident. 

 

• Traffic movements associated with the proposed re-development will be less 

onerous than the previous use of the site. 

 

• Car parking requirements associated with the proposed change of use are less 

onerous than the previous use of the site. 

 

• Appropriate off-site parking and on-site turning facilities are provided. 

 

With regard to highway requirements, the site, access and proposed layout are deemed 

appropriate for the proposed use. 
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