 
Planning Application Statement

Proposed Change of Use: From B8 (Storage and Distribution) to D2 (Indoor and Outdoor Padel Facility)
Site Address: Unit 2, Felin Puleston, LL13 7RF

1. Introduction

This statement is submitted in support of a planning application seeking approval for the change of use of Unit 2, Felin Puleston from Use Class B8 to Use Class D2, enabling the creation of an indoor and outdoor padel facility. The proposed development will provide a valuable new leisure offering for the local community while making productive use of an existing premises.

2. Background and Planning History

Units 1 and 2 were previously a single large unit and historically operated under a D2 classification as a gymnasium. This established leisure-related use demonstrates that the site is well-suited for recreational and sporting activities, and the proposal represents a natural continuation of the site’s former function.

3. Site Context and Surroundings

The surrounding area is not a heavy industrial zone and does not experience significant HGV traffic. The adjacent unit is occupied by a plumbers’ merchant, which sees regular customer visits and whose largest vehicle in operation is a Luton van.
Additionally, Booker Wholesale, located nearby, generates customer activity throughout the day, their customer base is small businesses with who’s vehicles are cars and small vans (not HGV’).  The character of the area therefore aligns well with a leisure-based use with regular visitor turnover.

The unit benefits from:
      •     An enclosed, gated car park, ensuring safe and organised parking for visitors.
      •     No residential properties in close proximity, limiting the potential for any noise-related disturbance.
      •     A busy railway track located behind the site, which provides an existing ambient noise backdrop further reducing impact concerns.

4. Waste and Environmental Considerations

The proposed padel facility will generate very minimal waste. All waste produced will be managed responsibly and disposed of through appropriate and approved channels. The nature of the use is low-impact and will not negatively affect the local environment.


5. Justification for Change of Use

There is clear and growing demand for padel facilities in Wrexham and the wider region. Feedback received through social media and community engagement has been overwhelmingly positive, with many residents expressing enthusiasm for more courts and greater access to the sport.

Padel courts have already been successfully installed in similar or even more industrial environments across the UK, including locations such as Ellesmere Port, Chester and more relevant Bangor Gwynedd. The proposed use is therefore fully compatible with sites of this type and scale.

6. Community Benefit and Local Commitment

We live and work in Wrexham and are committed to enhancing local amenities rather than operating as external investors with limited community ties. One of the directors is a prominent trustee of a leading Wrexham charity. Our intention is to create a facility that supports health, wellbeing, and accessibility for people of all ages.
As part of this commitment, we would be delighted to offer free padel sessions for local schools, charities and under privileged children, helping introduce young people to a fast-growing and engaging sport.

7. Conclusion

The proposed change of use from B8 to D2 is appropriate, sustainable, and beneficial to the local area. The site is ideally located for this type of leisure use, carries minimal environmental or traffic impact, and will support local community development and wellbeing.

We respectfully request that the planning department considers this application favourably.

