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Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Roost Assessment  

u1b5 – Buildings 
The site contains multiple buildings comprising storage outbuildings and kennels. It is noted that a residential dwelling is 
positioned centrally within the survey site, however, this is not to be impacted by proposals and so will not be mentioned 
further in this report. All buildings onsite are of negligible ecological value in their own right, their value with regards to 
protected species will be discussed later in the report.  
 
u1b6 – Other developed land 
Large amounts of hardstanding are present onsite, both within the kennels and as access/parking for the residential dwelling. 
These are all in good condition and are of negligible ecological value.  
 
g3c- Other neutral grassland 
A patch of wildflower planting was present to the south east corner of the site, this comprised species such as knapweed, false 
oat grass, evening primrose, cocksfoot, creeping buttercup and creeping thistle, along with a significant ingress of scrubby 
species such as bramble, buddleia and saplings (hazel). This patch was of high sward height at the time of survey and is well 
managed with annual cuts, therefore this habitat is of moderate ecological value. 
 
g4 – Modified grassland 
A large amount of short-sward amenity grassland is present onsite, comprising the dominant species perennial rye with 
occasional white clover and dandelion. This is incredibly species poor and is therefore considered to be of low ecological value. 
 
h2b – Non-native and ornamental hedgerow  
A California privet hedgerow is present to the south of the site. This is of low ecological value. 
 

 

Foreseen Impacts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On-site habitats 
The habitats on-site are widespread and not notable. The proposed development will likely result in the loss of grassland and 
hedgerow onsite. This is likely to have a minimal impact on biodiversity due to the low ecological value of these habitats.  
 
 
Notable habitats 
No direct impacts to any notable habitats will occur as a result of the proposed development. However, due to the proximity of 
the site to LMDW, indirect effects (e.g. pollution, dust, litter, surface run off, etc.) could occur during construction. 
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The hedgerows to the north, woodland and watercourse to south are likely to provide suitable foraging and commuting habitat 
for bats. 
 
Foraging and commuting habitat 
Habitats recorded on site are assessed to provide foraging and commuting opportunities for bats in the form of grassland, 
shrubs and hedgerows. These habitats are likely to provide micro-climatic conditions that support invertebrates that will in turn 
provide foraging opportunities for local bat populations. 
 
Roosting habitat 

The buildings on site and impacted by the proposed development are a collection of single storey outbuilding and 
existing dog kennels. All buildings have flat roofs clad in a mixture of corrugated, mixed concrete and corrugated and 
box profile sheeting all of which are considered to be unsuitable for roosting bats. All the individual roofs look to be in 
excellent condition with no gaps or areas of damage. Similarly, the soffits of the buildings are in excellent condition with 
no gaps or areas in which bats could roost or gain access into the buildings.  
 
All the buildings are in regular use as part of a working kennels and are disturbed on a regular basis. The majority of the 
buildings are also open and subject to high levels of light and temperature fluctuations further reducing their suitability 
for roosting bats. There are no loft spaces present within the buildings due to their flat roofed nature. 
 
No evidence of bats or nesting birds were noted during the survey. 

Foreseen Impacts Roosting habitat [Buildings] 
Bats are very unlikely to be roosting within the buildings onsite and as such, there are not anticipated to be any impacts on bats 
in this location as a result of the proposed development. 
 
Foraging and commuting habitat 
The proposed development will result in the loss of small areas of ornamental shrubs and lawns but given their low value and 
the presence of more extensive areas of foraging and commuting habitat in the locality, this is likely to be inconsequential for 
bats.. However, the proposed development will include the use of lighting which could spill on to bat roosting, foraging or 
commuting habitat and deter bats from using these areas. 
 
Artificial lighting 
The proposed development may lead to an increase in the amount of current lighting of surrounding habitats or the new 
buildings without mitigation. This may disturb commuting bats. 
 

Recommendations Roosting habitat [Buildings] 
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Due to the small size of the site and the extent and type of the habitats recorded, the site not considered suitable to support a 
significant assemblage of protected and/or notable birds. 

Foreseen Impacts Buildings/trees 
The proposed development could result in the destruction or the disturbance and subsequent abandonment of active bird nests.  
 
Barn owls 
None foreseen. 
 
Overwintering birds 
None foreseen. 
 

Recommendations Buildings/trees 
Any building or vegetation removal should be undertaken outside the period 1st March to 31st August. If this timeframe cannot 
be avoided, a close inspection of the vegetation should be undertaken immediately, by a qualified ecologist, prior to the 
commencement of work. All active nests will need to be retained until the young have fledged. 
 
Precautions should be taken with machinery and noise levels when working close to any retained nests so as not to disturb any 
nearby nesting birds during construction works. At least a 3-5m buffer should be created between any machinery and active 
nests until the young have fledged.  
 
Barn owls 
None required. 
 
Overwintering birds 
None required. 
 
Suggested biodiversity enhancements 
The installation of a minimum of two bird boxes on new buildings or the retained building will provide additional nesting habitat 
for birds e.g.  
Schwegler No 17 Swift Nest Box (buildings)  
Schwegler 1SP Sparrow Terrace (buildings)  
Woodstone Nest Box (buildings or trees) 
Or a similar alternative brand. 
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• Any excavations will be covered overnight, or a ramp will be installed to enable any trapped animals to escape. 

• The use of night-time lighting will be avoided, or sensitive lighting design will be implemented to avoid light spill on to 
retained habitats which hedgehogs could use. 

• Any chemicals or pollutants used or created by the development should be stored and disposed of correctly according to 
COSHH regulations. 

If any hedgehogs are found in the working area these should be allowed to disperse of their own accord or, if at immediate risk, 
should be moved by hand to a sheltered, vegetated area away from disturbance. 
 
Suggested biodiversity enhancements 
The following habitat creation and enhancement opportunities could be incorporated into the proposed development which 
would be beneficial for hedgehogs: 

• Planting fruit bearing trees and species-rich grassland to increase foraging opportunities. 

• Creation of brash piles or installation of hedgehog houses in shady areas. 

• Installation of gaps under boundary fencing to enable hedgehogs to move freely through the site. 
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Appendix 1: Survey/Habitat map 
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Appendix 2: Location map 
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Appendix 3: Proposed plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not available at time of writing 
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Appendix 4: Photos 

 

Photograph 1- Example of kennel building and hardstanding 
onsite. 
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Photograph 2- Further example of corrugated roof and kennel 
building 
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Photograph 3- Lack of gaps under roofing 
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Photograph 4- Kennels 
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Photograph 5- amenity grassland and shrubs with buildings in 
background 
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Photograph 6- Further view of grassland 
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Photograph 7- Ornamental hedgerow 
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Photograph 8- Other neutral grassland to the south of the site 
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Photograph 9- View of hardstanding onsite and ornamental 
planting 

 

 

 

 

 

 






