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1.0 OVERVIEW 

1.1 Background 

 This Validation Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application 

submitted to Wrexham County Borough Council (‘the Council’ or ‘WCBC’) as Local 

Planning Authority (LPA) by Veolia ES (Shropshire) Ltd (‘VES’ or ‘the Applicant’). 

The application relates to the development and operation of an In-Vessel 

Composting Facility (IVC) with a processing capacity of circa 50,000 tonnes per 

annum (tpa) of green and/or co-mingled food waste (the Proposed Development).  

The Proposed Development (“Fenn’s Bank IVC”) would utilise existing buildings on 

site that are in an excellent state of repair and can be converted from their former 

use, and added to, in order to make them fit-for-purpose. The application site is 

located at the former Befesa Salt Slags Site, Fenns Bank, Near Whitchurch, 

Wrexham (‘the Site’).  

 The function of this document is to set out what reports and information have been 

prepared in support of the application in order to ensure that the application is valid 

for planning purposes. This statement also acts as a ‘bookmark’ for other elements 

of the submission to help the Council and other stakeholders to locate relevant 

documents and allow the Council to proceed to determination without delay.  

 Section 2.0 provides an appraisal of the national statutory requirements and the 

relevant local validation requirements needed to make the applications valid for 

planning purposes.  

 Section 3.0 provides an explanation as to the methodology used to calculate the 

statutory planning fee.  
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2.0 APPLICATION VALIDATION  

2.1 National and local requirements 

National requirements  

 The minimum national requirements for information to be submitted in support of a 

full planning application is set out within Article 5 Part 2 of the Town and County 

Planning (General Development Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 (as amended by 

The Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) (Wales) Order 

2016. It states that;  

“(1) Subject to the following provisions of this article, an application for planning 

permission must 

(a) be made in writing to the local planning authority on a form published by the 

Welsh Ministers (or a form substantially to the like effect); 

(b) include the particulars specified or referred to in the form;  

(c) except in the case of a section 73 application or where the application is made 

pursuant to section 73A(2)(c) (planning permission for development already 

carried out) of the 1990 Act(1), be accompanied, whether electronically or 

otherwise, by—:  

(i) A plan which identifies the land to which the application relates;  

(ii) Any other plans, drawings, and information necessary to describe the 

development which is the subject of the application;  

(iii) Except where the application is made by electronic communications or 

the local planning authority indicate that a lesser number is required, 3 

copies of the form; and  

(iv) Except where they are submitted by electronic communications or the 

local planning authority indicate that a lesser number is required, 3 copies of 

any plans, drawings and information accompanying the application. 
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(2) Any plans or drawings required to be provided by paragraph (1)(c)(i) or (ii) must 

be drawn to an identified scale and, in the case of plans, must show the direction of 

north.” 

 

 In addition to the information required to be submitted by statutory provisions, a 

number of national policy and guidance documents exist that recommend the extent 

and content of information which should be submitted in support of an application. 

 In particular, the Development Management Manual (DMM) - Section 7 Annex sets 

out a List of standard validation requirements for planning applications. In this case 

List 2 applies which includes the following: 

“1. Standard application form 

… 

Additional documents where the proposed development fulfils the criteria cross 

referred to by the Standard Application Form: 

- Biodiversity Survey and Report 

- Flood Consequences Assessment 

- Coal Mining Risk Assessment 

- Noise Assessment 

- Retail Impact Assessment 

- Rural Enterprise Dwelling Appraisal 

- Transport Assessment 

- Tree Survey 

DMPWO requirements: - Ownership Certificate - Agricultural Holdings Certificate - 

Pre-application Consultation Report (Proposed major development only) 

… 

2. Plans and relevant information 
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(If not submitted electronically – original plus 3 copies) 

- Location plan.  

- Other plans and drawings or information necessary to describe the subject of the 

application.  

- Plans / drawings must be drawn to an identified scale and, in the case of plans, 

must show the direction of north. 

 - Design and Access Statement (refer to article 7 of DMPWO).  

- Environmental Statement (refer to The Town and Country Planning (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017). 

- International Commission on Non-ionising Radiation Protection (for development 

involving the construction or installation of antennae for the purpose of operating an 

electronic communications network – refer to article 9 of DMPWO). 

… 

3. Fee…” 

Local requirements 

 Article 22(3)(f) of Part 4 of the Town and Country Planning (Development 

Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 and Section 62(3) of the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990 (as substituted by Section 42(1) of the Planning and 

Compulsory Purchase Act 2004) provide that where an application is for a major 

development a Local Planning Authority may require that an application for planning 

permission must include such particulars as they think necessary. This is commonly 

referred to a Local Validation List. 

 WCBC do not have an adopted Local Validation List published immediately prior to 

this application being submitted.  

 The tables below identify all requirements (both statutory and non-statutory), the 

approach adopted by the Applicant in meeting that requirement (where relevant) and 

confirmation that the requirement has been complied with. This should allow WCBC 
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3.0 FEE CALCULATION 

3.1 Introduction 

 Under section 303 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (“the 1990 Act”) the 

Welsh Ministers may prescribe fees or charges in connection with planning functions. 

In relation to Local Planning Authority (LPA) planning application fee categories, 

these are currently detailed in the Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications, 

Deemed Applications and Site Visits) (Wales) Regulations 2015 No.1522 (as 

amended) (“the 2015 Fee Regulations”).  

 The Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications, Deemed Applications and 

Site Visits) (Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2025 (“the 2025 Fee Regulations”) 

came into force on 20th October 2025. These Regulations amended the 2015 

regulations, and are intended to make provision for a more effective and efficient 

system of updating and publicising fees. Amongst the changes made the 2025 Fee 

Regulations require that the Welsh Ministers publish a Fee Document setting the 

method used to calculate fees and the amount of fees payable, and the time period 

to which the fee document applies, along with other relevant detail. 

 The first Fee Document was published on the 20 October 2025. This came into effect 

on the 01 December 2025. Separate guidance advises that it will remain in effect 

until the 01 April 2026 when further fee increases are expected to come into effect. 

3.2 Fee calculation 

 According to the Fee Document published by the Welsh Ministers per the 2025 Fee 

Regulations the applicable fee category is as follows:- 

Schedule 1 

… 

Part 2 – Scale of Fees in Respect of Applications Made or Deemed to be Made:  

… 

I. Uses of land 

… 






