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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 The purpose of this document is to establish good working practices to ensure the 
protection of any established trees on site in line with British Standard 5837:2012.  

1.2 This document presents the details required for approval by way of a condition of planning 
consent P/2025/0643 for; ‘Change of use of land to car park’ at Trevor Basin, Off Station 
Road, Trevor Llangollen, Wrexham LL20 7TT.  

2.0 Condition 4 (Arboricultural Method Statement) 

2.1  Planning permission P/2025/0643 was granted by Wrexham Country Borough Council 
(WCBC) on the 20th of February 2026 with the following condition (condition 4), which 
requires information to be submitted for approval.  

 ‘4. No development shall take place until an Arboricultural Method Statement has been submitted 
to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. No development or other operations 
shall take place expect in strict accordance with the Method Statement as is approved. The 
Method Statement shall include the following:  

1) A specification for tree protection fencing and ground protection measures that comply with 
British Standard 5837:2012.  
 

2) A Tree Protection Plan showing the location of tree to be removed and retained with their crown 
spreads, Root Protection Areas, Construction Exclusion Zones, and location of protective 
fencing and ground protection measures accurately plotted.  

 
3) A full specification for any access, driveway, path, underground services or wall foundations 

within retained tree Root Protection Areas or Construction Exclusion Zones, including any 
related sections and method for avoiding damage to retained trees.  

 
4) Details of general arboricultural matters including proposed practices with regards to cement 

mixing, materials storage and fires.  
 
5) Details of the frequency of supervisory visits and procedures for notifying the findings of such 

visits to the Local Planning Authority.  
 
6) Method of protecting retained trees during the demolition works.  
 
7) Details of all proposed tree works, including felling and pruning.’  

3.0 Arboricultural Method Statement  

3.1 The following information is provided to establish good working practices for the 
protection of establish trees on site, in context with the specific requirements of 
Condition 4 above.  

1) A specification for tree protection fencing and ground protection measures that comply with 
British Standard 5837:2012.  

3.2 It is not anticipated that tree protection fencing is going to be required as the physical 
works, other than soft landscaping, will take place outside of the tree root protection 
areas (as shown on the Tree Root Protection Plan). It is not anticipated that tree protection 
fencing will be required, as all physical works—other than soft landscaping—will take 



place outside the designated Tree Root Protection Areas (as shown on the Tree Root 
Protection Plan). This Arboricultural Method Statement relates solely to soft landscaping, 
and no construction-related activity is proposed within any Root Protection Areas. 

3.3 Any soft landscaping works that encroach within the Tree Root Protection Areas will be 
introduced in accordance with low-impact implementation measures whereby ‘tree 
protection’ is secured through the methodology of this work, which is set out as follows:  

• All planting carried out at existing ground levels – no excavation, no soil stripping 
and no level changes.  
 

• Shrub pits created using hand tools only, kept shallow to avoid intersecting 
major tree roots. Shrub pits will be created using hand tools only, kept 
deliberately shallow to avoid intersecting major tree roots. All planting will be 
undertaken in accordance with BS5837:2012, ensuring operations do not 
disturb existing soil structure or cause damage to retained tree roots. Works will 
be restricted to hand-tool excavation only. 

 
• If any roots over 25mm are encountered, they are retained in situ and planting 

locations adjusted accordingly.  
 

• No machinery use, cement mixing or materials storage within the Tree Root 
Protection Zones.  

 
• A light mulch dressing only, with no ground disturbance.  

3.4 Nevertheless, should this approach change and tree protection fencing is considered 
necessary, the specification of which (in line with British Standard 5837:2012) is shown 
as Appendix One.  

2) A Tree Protection Plan showing the location of tree to be removed and retained with their 
crown spreads, Root Protection Areas, Construction Exclusion Zones, and location of 
protective fencing and ground protection measures accurately plotted.  

3.5 The ‘Car Parking Soft Landscaping Plan’ shows the extent of Tree Root Protection Areas 
and crown spread affecting the site (dashed orange line and un-broken green line), which 
is only relevant for the smaller of the two areas of land making up the site where three 
parking spaces are provided. This plan is included as Appendix Two.  

3.6 The Tree Root Protection Areas are shown not to encroach into the area of physical works 
where the car parking spaces and the appropriate surfacing is proposed.  The Tree Root 
Protection Areas remain contained within the existing area of soft landscaping, which is 
to be retained as part of the scheme.  

3.7 No trees are to be removed and there are no construction exclusion zones to be shown. 
As described above, tree protection fencing is not anticipated as only soft landscaping 
will take place within Tree Root Protection Areas, which will be delivered to the low-
impact implementation methodology established in paragraph 3.3 to ensure ‘tree 
protection’.  



       3)  A full specification for any access, driveway, path, underground services or wall foundations 
within retained tree Root Protection Areas or Construction Exclusion Zones, including any 
related sections and method for avoiding damage to retained trees.  

3.8 There are no physical works taking place to create the car parking spaces with a new 
suitable vehicular surface within the established Tree Root Protection Areas.  As 
referenced above, there are no construction exclusion zones.  

3.9 Furthermore, despite being located outside of the Tree Root Protection Areas and as 
described in the supporting information included with planning consent P/2025/0643, the 
car parking space sub-base is provided using a ‘no-dig ’methodology with the use of a 
cellular confinement system (Cellweb TRP) for a robust approach towards tree root 
protection.  

4) Details of general arboricultural matters including proposed practices with regards to 
cement mixing, materials storage and fires.  

3.9 No cement mixing is required to deliver the physical works therefore this type of 
construction activity will not take place. Similarly, given the reasonably small scale 
physical works involved there is no need for material storage and there will not be any fires 
on-site.  

5) Details of the frequency of supervisory visits and procedures for notifying the findings of such 
visits to the Local Planning Authority.  

3.10 The physical works do not involve excavation, root exposure and involve the established 
‘no-dig’ and ‘low-impact implementation’ methodologies. As there are no activities that 
would ordinarily require Arboricultural attendance under BS5837 practices, no 
supervision is triggered during the works. 

6) Method of protecting retained trees during the demolition works.  

3.11 There is no demolition necessary as part of the physical works required to deliver this 
scheme.   

7) Details of all proposed tree works, including felling and pruning.’  

3.12 There are no tree works necessary, including felling and pruning, as part of the physical 
works to deliver this scheme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix One 
 British Standard 5837:2012 Tree Root Protection Fencing Specification  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Appendix Two 
Tree Root Protection Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


