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1. Introduction
This Green Infrastructure Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for the change of use of an existing hot tub/boot room into a separate dwelling at Croft Cottage, Coedpoeth, Wrexham.
The purpose of this report is to determine the ecological impact of the completed development and to assess whether the enhancement features implemented are adequate in accordance with national and local planning policy.

2. Planning Policy Context
This statement has been prepared with regard to the following key policy and guidance:
· Planning Policy Wales (PPW 11) – which requires development to deliver a Net Benefit for Biodiversity and maintain and enhance green infrastructure networks. 
· Technical Advice Note 5 (TAN 5) – which provides guidance on the protection and enhancement of biodiversity. 
· Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 – which places a duty on public authorities to seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity. 
In addition, the development has been considered in the context of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, which promotes sustainable development and long-term environmental resilience.
Wrexham County Borough Council requires that development proposals demonstrate how green infrastructure has been incorporated and how biodiversity enhancements are achieved.

3. Site Background
The site was previously subject to an ecological impact assessment in 2021 for a much larger dwelling. However, the development was carried out as an ancillary garage conversion.
The owners to the property have made the unit habitable and therefore seek to provide a retrospective assessment of the ecological measures implemented and evaluate their effectiveness in delivering biodiversity enhancement to the site.

4. Development Overview
The development comprises the conversion of an ancillary domestic structure into a separate dwelling within the residential curtilage of Croft Cottage.
Given the limited footprint and location within an established garden, the ecological impacts of the development are inherently low. Nevertheless, a number of enhancement measures have been incorporated.
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5. Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity Enhancements
5.1 Planting and Habitat Creation
Substantial planting has been undertaken to strengthen the site's green infrastructure:
· Wildflower Area
Approximately 50m² of mixed native perennial wildflower species, enhancing habitat diversity and providing a valuable nectar source for pollinators. 
· Tree and Shrub Planting 
· Crab apple × 1 (Malus sylvestris) 
· Apple × 3 (Malus spp.) 
· Cherry × 1 (Prunus spp.) 
· Willow × 1 (Salix spp.) 
· Holly × 6 (Ilex aquifolium) 
· Bay tree × 1 (Laurus nobilis) 
· English lavender × 8 (Lavandula angustifolia) 
· Additional Ornamental Planting 
· Acer palmatum × 3 
· Acer shirasawanum × 1 
· Allotment Area (Food Growing Space)
An area of the garden has been dedicated to use as a small-scale allotment for the cultivation of fruit and vegetables. This contributes to sustainable living and provides additional biodiversity benefits through seasonal planting, soil improvement, and increased invertebrate activity. 
The planting provides structural diversity and contributes to habitat connectivity within the wider landscape. Native and fruit-bearing species offer particular benefits for birds and invertebrates.

5.2 Faunal Enhancements
The development incorporates features specifically designed to support wildlife:
· Bat Box – RSPB Burford Bat Box 
· Bird Box – RSPB Lodge Nest Box Classic Apex 
· Beehive – installed within the garden (currently unoccupied but available for colonisation) 
These measures support priority species groups, including bats (a European Protected Species), nesting birds, and pollinators.

5.3 Lighting Strategy
External lighting has been designed to minimise ecological impact:
· Low intensity lighting 
· Downward-directed luminaires 
· Minimal light spill 
This approach accords with best practice and ensures that bat commuting and foraging routes are not adversely affected.

6. Green Infrastructure Assessment
The enhancements implemented at Croft Cottage reflect the principles of green infrastructure as defined in Planning Policy Wales, including:
· Multi-functional use of green space 
· Integration of biodiversity within development 
· Strengthening of ecological networks at a local scale 
· Promotion of sustainable land use and local food production through the provision of an on-site allotment area 
The site now provides a mosaic of habitats including grassland, tree cover, cultivated allotment space, and artificial nesting/roosting features.

6.1 Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015
The development contributes positively to the goals of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, which seeks to improve the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales.
In particular, the provision of an allotment area and wider green infrastructure enhancements supports the following well-being goals:
· A Resilient Wales
By enhancing biodiversity through habitat creation, tree planting, and pollinator support, the site contributes to a more resilient ecological network. 
· A Healthier Wales
Access to green space and the opportunity for growing fresh fruit and vegetables promotes physical activity and healthy lifestyles. 
· A Globally Responsible Wales
The allotment area encourages sustainable food production, reducing reliance on imported goods and supporting low-carbon living. 
· A Prosperous Wales
The efficient use of land and integration of multi-functional green infrastructure supports sustainable development principles. 
The integration of biodiversity enhancements alongside productive garden space demonstrates a holistic approach to sustainable development in accordance with Welsh national policy.

7. Net Benefit for Biodiversity
In line with Planning Policy Wales, the development is required to demonstrate a Net Benefit for Biodiversity.
This is achieved through:
· Increased plant species diversity compared to the pre-development baseline 
· Creation of a wildflower habitat supporting pollinators 
· Provision of bird and bat boxes 
· Establishment of fruiting and native species enhancing foraging opportunities 
· Introduction of a beehive to support pollinator populations 
· Creation of an allotment area supporting invertebrates and sustainable land management 
Collectively, these measures represent a clear and measurable enhancement of biodiversity value on site. The inclusion of an allotment area further contributes to ecosystem resilience and aligns biodiversity enhancement with wider sustainability objectives under the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.

8. Long-Term Management
The planted areas and ecological features will be maintained by the site owners. There is sufficient space within the site for all trees to reach maturity without constraint.
Ongoing management will include:
· Maintenance of wildflower areas 
· Cultivation and seasonal rotation within the allotment area 
· Care and pruning of trees and shrubs 
· Retention and upkeep of bird and bat boxes 
· Continued support for pollinator-friendly planting 
This ensures that biodiversity benefits will be sustained and enhanced over time.

9. Conclusion
This Green Infrastructure Statement demonstrates that the completed development at Croft Cottage:
· Complies with the requirements of Planning Policy Wales (PPW 11) and TAN 5 
· Meets the duty under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 to maintain and enhance biodiversity 
· Delivers a Net Benefit for Biodiversity 
· Incorporates appropriate and proportionate green infrastructure measures, including sustainable food production 
The integration of green infrastructure with sustainable food production also demonstrates alignment with the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, delivering wider environmental and social benefits.
The site has since been enhanced through the implementation of appropriate biodiversity measures, bringing it into alignment with current best practices and demonstrating a positive progression towards local and national policy compliance.
The site now supports enhanced ecological value and contributes positively to local green infrastructure within Coedpoeth.


Appendix A – Net Benefit for Biodiversity Summary
Baseline vs Post-Development Comparison
	Habitat / Feature
	Pre-Development
	Post-Development
	Change

	Grassland
	Absent
	Increased proportion
	Positive

	Species diversity
	Limited
	Significantly increased
	Positive

	Tree cover
	Limited
	Expanded (fruit + native trees)
	Positive

	Wildflower habitat
	Absent
	50m² established
	Major Positive

	Bird nesting opportunities
	Limited
	Bird box + trees
	Positive

	Bat roosting opportunities
	Negligible
	Bat box installed
	Positive

	Pollinator resources
	Limited
	Wildflowers + lavender + beehive
	Major Positive

	Allotment / food growing
	Absent
	Active cultivation area
	Positive

	Habitat connectivity
	Low
	Improved through planting
	Positive



Net Benefit Conclusion
The development delivers a clear Net Benefit for Biodiversity through:
· Increased habitat diversity 
· Enhanced ecological functionality 
· Provision of nesting, roosting, and foraging opportunities 
· Long-term landscape and habitat maturation potential 
· Integration of sustainable food production 
The magnitude of enhancement is considered moderate to high relative to the scale of the development, fully aligning with Planning Policy Wales.
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