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1. Preface 

1.1 Project Background 

Practical Ecology Ltd were commissioned by McDonald’s Restaurants Ltd to undertake a Site walkover and to 

produce a letter report1 for the proposed development at Tesco, Wrexham, herein referred to as the ‘Site’. A red 

line boundary for the Site is shown in Figure 1. 

To inform the planning application, the Site walkover letter report was prepared in December 2025 by Practical 

Ecology Ltd1. The letter report identified the potential for badger (Meles meles), nesting birds, small mammals such 

as hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus), invasive non-native species, and reptiles to be present with the proposed 

development Site and foraging bats present in habitats on and adjacent to the Site. 

The majority of the Site comprises hardstanding, with introduced shrub in the north of the Site, dense scrub in the 

east, ruderal vegetation in the west, and scattered trees throughout the Site. The introduced shrub and dense scrub 

provide foraging and refuge habitat for reptiles, small mammals, common amphibians, nesting habitat for birds as 

well as trees. Onsite habitats also provide foraging and commuting habitat for bats and foraging for badger. 

The letter report recommended precautionary measures of working to mitigate the very low residual risk of reptiles 

being encountered during the pre-construction phase of the development. The letter report also recommends that 

the clearance of the introduced shrubs, dense scrub and scattered trees should be undertaken outside of nesting 

bird season and if this is not possible then clearance should be undertaken 24-48 hours of a nesting bird check. 

This Ecological Method Statement provides information on the species mentioned above as well as set out timings, 

methods of clearance and supervision by an Ecological Clerk of Works (EcCoW). This document can help to negate 

the low residual risk to reptiles, nesting birds, small mammals and common amphibians, alongside other 

considerations such as badger, invasive species spread, tree protection and lighting impacts on foraging and 

commuting bats. 

1.2 The Site 

The Site is approximately 0.66 ha (postcode LL13 8HF, central OS grid reference SJ 34135 50466) and is located in 

the car park of an existing Tesco, located approximately 600 m northwest of the centre of Wrexham. The majority 

of the Site comprises hardstanding, with introduced shrub in the north of the Site, dense scrub in the east, ruderal 

vegetation in the west, and scattered trees throughout the Site. The Site is surrounded by commercial and 

residential infrastructure including roads, commercial buildings and residential dwellings with enclosed gardens. A 

Site boundary (red line) is provided in Figure 1. 

 
1 L251216 McDonalds Wrexham Letter Report V1 Dec25 
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Figure 1: Site Boundary (Google Earth, 2025). 

1.3 Proposals 

A planning application has been submitted for the development of a new McDonald’s Restaurant with a drive-thru, 

car parking, landscaping and other associated works. Several trees, introduced shrub and dense scrub will be 

removed to facilitate the development. A Site Layout Plan (as proposed) has been included in Appendix 1 (Drawing 

number: 7611-SA-2543-P1004E. Planning reference: P/2025/0573). 
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2. Method Statement Rationale 

2.1 Legislation 

2.1.1 Reptiles 

All six species are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), making it illegal to 

intentionally kill or injure a common reptile. Smooth snake and sand lizard are also protected under the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. It is illegal to deliberately injure, kill, capture, or disturb a 

rare reptile, or obstruct any place used for shelter or protection. Rare reptiles can only be handled by those with 

an appropriate license. All reptile species are of principle importance under the Natural Environment Rural 

Communities (NERC) Act 2006, and for this reason, they are heavily considered within the planning process. 

2.1.2 Small Mammals 

Mammal species not of primary conservation concern do receive protection from unnecessary suffering through 

the Wild Mammals Protection Act (1996). 

2.1.3 Nesting Birds 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) makes it an offence to: 

• intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

• intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is in use or being built; 

• intentionally take or destroy the nest or eggs of any wild bird. [Special penalties are liable for these offences 

involving birds listed on Schedule 1]. 

Birds listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) have an additional level of 

protection. With regards to these species, it is it is an offence to deliberately or recklessly: 

• disturb them whilst they are nesting, building a nest, in or near a nest that contains their young; disturb 

their dependent young.  

2.1.4 Tree Protection  

Root and tree/hedgerow protection measures (in line with the British Standard for trees in relation to construction 

BS 5837:2012) must be installed in the pre-construction phase and maintained throughout the construction phase. 

2.1.5 Badger 

Badger is fully protected in the UK by the Protection of Badgers Act, 1992 and by Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 was introduced in recognition of the 

additional threats that badger face from illegal badger digging and baiting. Under the Act, it is an offence inter alia 

to: 

• Wilfully kill, injure or take a badger, or to attempt to do so; 

• Cruelly ill-treat a badger;  

• Intentionally or recklessly interfere with a badger sett by; 

• Damaging a sett or any part of one; 

• Destroying a sett; 

• Obstructing access to or any entrance of a sett; 

• Causing a dog to enter a sett; or 

• Disturbing a badger when it is occupying a sett. 
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The purpose of this legislation is to ensure that badger are humanely treated. 

2.1.6 Invasive Species 

Certain species of plants and animals that do not naturally occur in Great Britain have become established in the 

wild and represent a threat to the natural fauna and flora. Section 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended) prohibits the release of any animal species that are ‘not ordinarily resident or is not a regular visitor to 

Great Britain in a wild state’. 

Therefore, under Section 14 it is an offence to allow the establishment of plant species listed on Schedule 9 Part 2 

in the wild. 

2.1.7 Bats 

Bats are protected under Section 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) and are a Schedule 

2 species protected under regulation 41 of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017) which 

provides safeguards for European Protected Sites and Species (as listed in the Habitats Directive). This has been 

amended by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (amendments) (EU Exit) (2019) which continue 

the same provision for European protected species, licensing requirements and protected areas after Brexit. 

The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 also contains a provision for custodial sentences. Taken 

together it is illegal to: 

• Deliberately kill, injure, or capture any wild animal of a Schedule 2 species. 

• Deliberately disturb wild animals of any Schedule 2 species in such a way to be likely to:  

o Significantly impair their ability: 

o To survive, breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture young; 

o In the case of animals of a hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate. 

o Significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species. 

• Damage or destruction of a breeding site or resting place, even if bats are not in current occupation. 

• Keeping, transporting, selling, exchanging, or offering for sale whether live or dead or any part thereof. 

• Intentional or reckless disturbance (at any level).  

• Intentional or reckless obstruction of access to any place of shelter or protection. 

Penalties for offences include unlimited fines and up to 6 months’ imprisonment instead of, or in addition to, a fine. 

Along with significant development delay until appropriate mitigation has been agreed and completed. 

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 also lists bats as a species of principal importance 

under Section 41, and Section 40 requires every public body in the exercising of its functions to ‘have regard, so far 

as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.’ 

2.2 Background Information and Justification 

2.2.1 Reptiles 

Refer to the letter report1 for full details for each species. 

The desk study returned no records for reptiles within 1 km of the Site. 

The Site offers low suitability for foraging and commuting reptiles in the form of the dense scrub, introduced shrubs 

and ruderal vegetation. There is low suitability for hibernating reptiles in the form of the dense scrub, as they may 
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utilise root balls. Therefore, if reptiles are present, there is a risk of injuring or killing individual reptiles during 

vegetation clearance, and a risk of entrapment in open excavations if left uncovered. Any habitat clearance which 

occurs onsite to facilitate the development, to avoid breaching the legislation and protection afforded to reptiles, 

and to ensure no reptiles are killed or injured as part of the clearance and site investigation works, a method 

statement is required to mitigate against the residual risk to reptiles. 

2.2.1 Small Mammals 

The desk study returned 25 records for hedgehog within 1 km of the Site. 

The mammal runs noted were too large to have been created by hedgehog, however it is considered reasonably 

likely that hedgehog, if present utilise them. The dense scrub and introduced shrubs provide suitable foraging, 

refuge and commuting habitat for small mammal species such as hedgehog. 

The development has the potential to cause injury or death to small mammals, including hedgehog, disturbed 

during Site clearance. However, the development is unlikely to cause any impacts to the population of any notable 

or priority species. As such, the mitigation measures included within this method statement are sufficient to protect 

small mammals from injury or death. 

2.2.2 Nesting Birds 

The desk study returned several records for a wide assemblage of bird species within 1 km of the Site. No birds or 

bird nests were noted during the Site visit. 

Habitats within the Site that have suitability for nesting birds include introduced shrubs, dense scrub and scattered 

trees. 

The development will result in the loss of nesting habitat in the form of scattered trees, introduced shrub and dense 

scrub and could see the damage or destruction of active nests if clearance is undertaken during the nesting season. 

As such, mitigation measures included in this method statement are required to protect nesting birds, if present, 

during vegetation clearance.  The clearance or management of the scattered trees and introduced shrubs should 

be undertaken outside of the nesting bird season (the nesting bird season is considered to run from March to 

September, inclusive, however does vary depending on weather). 

2.2.3 Tree Protection  

Some of the scattered trees are to be removed as part of the proposals. Several trees onsite and adjacent habitats 

are to be retained however vegetation clearance or construction may cause damage to these retained areas. 

To prevent accidental damage during clearance and construction including storage of materials or machinery 

damage, tree protection measures (in line with the British Standard for trees in relation to construction BS 

5837:2012) must be installed in the pre-construction phase and maintained throughout the construction phaseError! 

Bookmark not defined.Error! Bookmark not defined.. This fencing will require a monthly inspection to ensure it is maintained and 

secure. 

2.2.4 Badger 

 

Some mammal paths were noted passing through the dense scrub in the east of the Site, likely linking to adjacent 

vegetated habitat to the east and north of the Site. However, no clear evidence of badger such as footprints, hairs, 

latrines or snuffle holes were identified during the Site walk-over. 
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There are no clear signs of badger onsite, however if badger are present within the wider area, they could be 

transiently present onsite. If transiently present, there could be a risk of entrapment if any excavations or holes 

made during the construction phase are left uncovered overnight. 

Although no evidence of badger activity was found, as badger are present within the wider area, they could be 

transiently present onsite. If transiently present, there could be a risk of entrapment if any excavations, holes or 

pipework made during the construction phase are left uncovered overnight. As such, the mitigation within this 

method statement will mitigate the risk to badger if they are transiently present onsite. 

2.2.5 Invasive Non-native Species 

The desk study returned five records for invasive non-native species within 1 km of the Site. Buddleia (Buddleja 

davidii) and Japanese knotweed (Reynoutria japonica) 

Cotoneaster spp. and buddleia were identified throughout the Site. 

Without mitigation, the development could cause further spread of Cotoneaster spp. and buddleia into the wider 

landscape. As such, clearance of the Site should be in conjunction with any other recommendations made within 

this or other ecological report and mitigation documents to reduce the risk of spreading invasive non-native species 

into the wider landscape. 

2.2.6 Bats 

The desk study returned records for common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), pipistrelle species (Pipistrellus 

sp.), noctule (Nyctalus noctula) and brown long-eared bat (Plecotus auritus) within 1 km of the Site. 

No records of roosts or granted mitigation licences pertaining to the Site were returned. 

All the trees within the red line boundary were assessed as having ‘none’ suitability2 for roosting bats as there were 

no suitable potential roost features (PRFs). The majority of the Site is currently likely subject to light spill from the 

car park. 

The eastern boundary vegetation is likely to provide a ‘dark corridor’ for commuting and foraging bats in the local 

area as it is connected to the wider landscape by the vegetation extending north and south from the Site, however 

it is unlikely that any species would be reliant on the Site alone as the Site is surrounded by urban development 

with limited vegetation. 

The scattered trees and dense scrub on the northern boundary are to be removed, along with part of the dense 

scrub on the eastern boundary. Therefore, foraging and commuting habitat for bats will be reduced. As the trees 

were assessed to have ‘none’ suitability for roosting bats, no impacts on roosting bats are anticipated. However, 

increased lighting during the construction phase may light up retained and offsite vegetation. 

As such, details within this method statement will help mitigate lighting impacts on bats.

 
2 Collins, J. ed., 2023. Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (4th ed). The Bat Conservation Trust, 
London. 
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Appendix 2 – Habitat Baseline Map 
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Appendix 3 – Proposed Development Plan 
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Appendix 4 – General Amphibian and Reptile Identification Sheet 
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