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1. Introduction
This Net Biodiversity Benefit (NBB) Statement has been prepared in support of a planning application for the proposed installation of additional solar PV’s on the community hub building of Hwb Yr Orsedd.
The statement demonstrates how the proposal accords with the biodiversity duties and policy requirements of:
· Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016;
· Planning Policy Wales (PPW Edition 12);
· Technical Advice Note (TAN) 5: Nature Conservation and Planning.
The original building plans were designed to maintain and enhance biodiversity through proportionate ecological enhancement measures appropriate to the scale and nature of the development.  As part of this process an ecological appraisal and arboricultural statement were produced and submitted to WCBC.

2. Existing Site Conditions
The application site forms part of an established community setting within Rossett and comprises predominantly managed land associated with existing community uses.
Existing site characteristics include:
· Areas of maintained grass and landscaping;
· Existing hardstanding and pedestrian access areas;
· Limited ornamental vegetation;
· Existing trees and vegetation within the wider locality.
The site is considered to be of generally low ecological value, with no identified statutory ecological designations within the immediate development footprint.

3. Potential Ecological Impacts
Due to the modest scale and nature of the proposal, ecological impacts are expected to be limited.
Potential impacts may include:
· Temporary disturbance during construction activities
The development has been designed to minimise impacts on existing vegetation and surrounding habitats wherever practicable.

4. Biodiversity Enhancement Measures
The original building proposal incorporated a range of biodiversity enhancement measures intended to provide a net benefit for biodiversity in accordance with national planning policy.
Native and Pollinator-Friendly Planting
New landscaping included native and pollinator-friendly species to improve habitat value and support insects and pollinating species.
Tree planting
The original development included the planting of an additional ten trees to enhance habitat connectivity, increase ecological resilience, and provide long-term biodiversity benefits.  Species selection prioritised locally appropriate native varieties such as rowan, birch and cherry to support pollinators, birds, bats and other wildlife.
Tree planting contributes to habitat creation through the establishment of mixed native woodland, hedgerow reinforcement and scattered specimen trees across the site.  The planting aims to improve structural diversity, increase canopy cover and strengthen green corridors linking existing habitats.
All planting was managed in accordance with a long-term landscape and ecological management plan to ensure successful establishment and ongoing biodiversity gains.  These measures are expected to contribute positively to the site’s post-development biodiversity value and forms part of the overall strategy to achieve measurable biodiversity net gain/net benefit. 
Bird Nesting Features
Bird nesting boxes have been installed adjacent to the development to provide additional nesting opportunities for common bird species.
Habitat Connectivity
Existing vegetation and landscaped areas have been retained where practicable to maintain local habitat connectivity.
Sustainable Drainage and Soft Landscaping
Soft landscaping and permeable surfaces will assist surface water management while contributing to ecological enhancement and climate resilience.
Sensitive Lighting
External lighting designed to minimise unnecessary light spill onto adjacent vegetation and potential wildlife corridors.

5. Compliance with the Step-wise Approach
The proposal has followed the step-wise approach to biodiversity set out within Planning Policy Wales.
Avoid
The design seeks to avoid unnecessary impacts on existing vegetation and landscaped areas.
Minimise
The development has been kept proportionate to minimise ecological disturbance.
Mitigate
Construction and operational impacts will be reduced through sensitive site design and landscaping measures.
Enhance
The development provided biodiversity enhancements through habitat creation, ecological features, and additional planting.

6. Net Biodiversity Benefit
The proposed installation of solar PV’s has a net benefit to emissions however, the original development delivered a net biodiversity benefit through the introduction of ecological enhancements that improve the ecological functionality of the site beyond its existing baseline condition.
The combination of native planting, habitat features, and sensitive landscaping contributed positively to local biodiversity and ecosystem resilience in a manner proportionate to the scale of development.

7. Conclusion
This Net Biodiversity Benefit Statement demonstrates that the development at Hwb Yr Orsedd incorporated appropriate biodiversity enhancement measures in accordance with Welsh planning policy and legislative requirements.
The proposal will:
· Maintain and enhance biodiversity;
· Provide new ecological opportunities through habitat features and planting;
· Support ecosystem resilience;
· Deliver biodiversity improvements proportionate to the scale of the development;
· Accord with Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 and Planning Policy Wales.
The proposed development is therefore considered acceptable in biodiversity terms.

