Green Infrastructure Statement
Hwb Yr Orsedd, The Green, Rossett, Wrexham, LL12 0DS
Prepared in support of a planning application
For: Installation of Additional Solar PV’s
Local Planning Authority: Wrexham County Borough Council

1. Introduction
This Green Infrastructure Statement (GIS) has been prepared in support of a planning application for the installation of additional solar pv’s at Hwb Yr Orsedd, The Green, Rossett, Wrexham, LL12 0DS.
The current development comprises a community hub building with an approximate gross internal floor area of 160 square metres and this application relates to the installation of an additional 72 solar PV’s on the main roof expanse. The statement has been prepared proportionately to the scale and nature of the proposal and demonstrates how green infrastructure principles have been incorporated.
The statement responds to the requirements of Planning Policy Wales (PPW Edition 12) which requires all planning applications in Wales to be accompanied by a Green Infrastructure Statement. (GOV.WALES)

2. Policy Context
This statement has regard to:
· Planning Policy Wales (PPW Edition 12)
· Technical Advice Note (TAN) 5: Nature Conservation and Planning
· Local planning policies of Wrexham County Borough Council relating to biodiversity, placemaking and sustainable development.
PPW states that green infrastructure should be integrated into development proposals in order to deliver ecological, social and environmental benefits, and that development should maintain and enhance biodiversity and ecosystem resilience through the step-wise approach. (GOV.WALES)

3. Existing Site Context
The application site is located within Rossett and comprises an established community area including the community hub building which was completed in September 2024 and surrounding open spaces.
The site context includes:
· Existing areas of hardstanding and managed landscaping;
· Local grassed areas and ornamental planting;
· Existing trees and vegetation in the wider locality;
· Established pedestrian access and community connections.
The site is not understood to comprise designated ecological habitats of significant value, although existing vegetation and landscape features provide local amenity and limited ecological function.

4. Green Infrastructure Objectives
The original development seeked to:
· Support community wellbeing through provision of accessible community facilities;
· Retain and enhance existing green infrastructure where practicable;
· Integrate soft landscaping into the development;
· Improve biodiversity value through native planting and ecological enhancement measures;
· Encourage sustainable movement and connectivity;
· Support climate resilience and sustainable placemaking.

5. Proposed Green Infrastructure Measures
The following green infrastructure measures were part of the original development:
Landscaping and Planting
· Retention of existing vegetation where feasible;
· Planting of an addition ten trees to enhance habitat connectivity, increase ecological resilience and provide long-term biodiversity benefits.
· Introduction of additional soft landscaping around the building;
· Native and pollinator-friendly planting species to support biodiversity;
· Enhancement of visual amenity within the site.
Biodiversity Enhancements
Biodiversity enhancement measures included:
· Bird nesting boxes;
· The planting of ten additional trees, introducing a diverse mix of native tree species appropriate to local ecological conditions;
· Pollinator-friendly planting;
· Habitat creation through shrub and groundcover planting.
These measures were intended to provide a net benefit for biodiversity proportionate to the scale of the development.
Sustainable Drainage
The development incorporated sustainable drainage principles where practicable, including:
· Permeable surfacing where appropriate;
· Management of surface water runoff;
· Landscaping features capable of assisting rainwater infiltration.
Health and Wellbeing
The development contributes positively to community wellbeing by:
· Providing an accessible local community facility;
· Supporting social interaction and community cohesion;
· Maintaining a pleasant landscaped setting;
· Encouraging walking and local accessibility.

6. Step-wise Approach
In accordance with PPW, the proposal has considered the step-wise approach to biodiversity:
Avoidance
The proposal seeks to minimise impacts on existing vegetation and landscaped areas wherever possible.
Minimisation
The scale of development is modest and designed to integrate within the existing community setting, reducing potential ecological disturbance.
Mitigation
Additional planting and landscaping mitigated minor impacts associated with construction and operation.
Compensation and Enhancement
Ecological enhancements including native planting and habitat features provide biodiversity improvements and contribute positively to local green infrastructure networks.

7. Conclusion
This Green Infrastructure Statement demonstrates that the original building of the community hub at Hwb Yr Orsedd has incorporated green infrastructure principles proportionate to the scale and nature of the development.  The installation of additional solar PV’s creates minimal impacts.
The proposal will:
· Deliver social and wellbeing benefits to the local community;
· Incorporate landscaping and biodiversity enhancements;
· Support sustainable placemaking objectives;
· Contribute positively to local green infrastructure provision;
· Accord with Planning Policy Wales and the objectives of Wrexham County Borough Council.
Accordingly, the proposed development is considered acceptable in green infrastructure and biodiversity terms.

