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Annex XIV 
Humanure Composting Monitoring & Operational Evidence 

 
 
1. Introduction 
 
This annex provides a summary of operational monitoring, management observations, temperature records, photographic evidence, and capacity 
observations associated with the humanure composting system operating at Oak Court Farm between July 2025 and June 2026. 
 
The purpose of this annex is to demonstrate the practical operation, monitoring, management, and observed performance of the system over an extended 
period of use. 
 
2. Monitoring Period 
 
Humanure Bay #1 was established on 12 July 2025. 
 
Monitoring records contained within this annex cover the period from July 2025 to June 2026 and include: 
 

 routine operational observations; 

 condition monitoring; 

 odour observations; 

 pest observations; 

 temperature monitoring; 

 management interventions; 

 photographic records; and 

 capacity observations. 
 
3. Operational Summary 
 
Over the monitoring period the system remained operational and actively managed. 
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Recorded observations demonstrate: 
 

 ongoing decomposition activity; 

 progressive reduction in material volume; 

 continued biological activity throughout the year; 

 routine covering of fresh inputs; 

 routine monitoring and inspection; 

 responsive management interventions where required; 

 absence of significant odour issues; 

 absence of significant pest issues; 

 absence of sustained animal disturbance; and 

 continued operational capacity throughout the monitoring period. 
 
4. Temperature Monitoring Summary 
 
Temperature monitoring was undertaken periodically throughout the monitoring period. 
 
Recorded temperatures demonstrated continued biological activity across the composting system, including during winter months. 
 
Observed temperatures generally exceeded ambient conditions and were frequently accompanied by evidence of ongoing decomposition activity, including 
volume reduction, fungal activity, moisture absorption, and occasional visible steam generation. 
 
Selected recorded temperatures are summarised below. 
 

1/8/25 ~70°F 3/2/26 20°C 22/3/26 20°C 29/4/26 20°C 31/5/26 27°C 

28/8/25 ~65°F 19/2/26 16°C 26/3/26 18°C 3/5/26 22°C 2/6/26 28°C 

25/9/25 ~65°F 23/2/26 16°C 30/3/26 16°C 7/5/26 24°C 5/6/26 26°C 

19/10/25 ~65°F 25/2/26 22°C 3/4/26 20°C 11/5/26 22°C 11/6/26 22°C 

22/11/25 ~62°F 7/3/26 22°C 7/4/26 20°C 15/5/26 20°C 16/6/26 24°C 

11/12/25 ~62°F 10/3/26 24°C 11/4/26 20°C 19/5/26 24°C   

30/12/25 19°C - 23°C 14/3/26 18°C 15/4/26 20°C 23/5/26 24°C   

20/1/26 12°C 18/3/26 16°C 23/4/26 20°C 30/5/26 27°C   
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5. Management Interventions 
 
Monitoring records demonstrate a responsive management approach rather than a passive disposal system. 
 
Examples include:  
 

 adjustment of cover materials; 

 routine application of straw cover; 

 periodic aeration using hazel poles; 

 replacement and improvement of monitoring equipment; 

 effective protection against animal disturbance; 

 balancing of carbon-rich materials; 

 adaptation following severe weather events; and 

 routine capacity monitoring. 
 
6. Capacity & Operational Longevity 
 
Humanure Bay #1 was established in July 2025 and remained operational throughout the monitoring period. 
 
The monitoring records demonstrate that a single composting bay has successfully accommodated and processed approximately one year of humanure 
inputs arising from occupation by four adults while maintaining operational functionality and ongoing decomposition. 
 
A second composting bay has been prepared to allow implementation of the planned rotational management approach. 
 
This arrangement will allow Bay #1 to remain undisturbed for an extended maturation period following closure before any future use of the resulting 
compost material. 
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7. Photographic Evidence 
 
Representative photographs documenting the operation, condition, monitoring, and management of the composting system are provided below. 
 

    
 
Fungal growth occurring approximately halfway down humanure bay #1. Photograph taken 19/2/26. 
 

                                          
 
             1. Blue line indicates bottom of bay #1.  2.  Side view of bay #1.              3. Top of bay, with temperature probe 
                         holding mesh in place. 
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           4. Surface of bay after mesh removed, with      5.  Temperature probe       6. Bay #1 after inputs added. 
           slightly visible melon rind circled in blue.      showing 20°C. 

 

                                                             
                7. Central straw cover bay       8. Application of straw over         9. Bay #1 after straw cover        10. Top of bay with animal 
    with rain cover pulled back.     fresh inputs.          applied.           mesh reapplied and secured 
                      with temperature probe. 
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8. Monitoring Record Extracts 
 
Selected extracts from the operational monitoring log are reproduced below. 
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9. Key Findings from Monitoring 
 
Review of the monitoring records, temperature data, photographic evidence, and observational observations collected between July 2025 and June 2026 
demonstrates: 
 

 continuous operation of the composting system throughout the monitoring period; 

 successful accommodation and processing of approximately one year of humanure inputs arising from occupation by four adult residents within a 
single composting bay; 

 continued biological activity throughout all seasons, including winter months; 

 routine monitoring and management of the system; 

 implementation of responsive management interventions where required, including aeration, adjustment of cover materials, and balancing of carbon-
rich inputs; 

 absence of significant odour issues; 

 absence of significant rodent infestation or sustained animal disturbance; 

 ongoing reduction in material volume consistent with active decomposition; 

 continued operational capacity at the end of the monitoring period; and 

 successful preparation of a successor composting bay to facilitate the planned rotational management approach. 
 
Taken together, the monitoring evidence demonstrates that the humanure composting system has functioned as a managed and monitored biological 
process throughout the monitoring period without significant operational or environmental issues. 
 
10. Summary 
 
The monitoring evidence demonstrates that the humanure composting system operated continuously throughout the monitoring period as a managed and 
monitored biological process. 
 
The records demonstrate ongoing decomposition activity, routine monitoring, responsive management intervention, continued operational capacity, and the 
absence of significant operational or environmental issues. 
 
 


