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IPSEN EAST CAR PARK: BASELINE ANALYSIS

2.0 Site Overview

The application site comprises an area of existing surface-
level car parking and associated hardstanding within Wrexham 
Industrial Estate, proposed to be redeveloped as a multi-storey 
car park.

Vegetation on site is limited to small areas of modified grassland, 
with negligible structural planting or habitat connectivity. 
Ecological assessment confirms that the site provides limited 
green infrastructure and negligible blue infrastructure function .

The existing site is therefore dominated by impermeable 
surfaces and conventional drainage infrastructure, with little 
opportunity for natural water management or ecological 
function. 

While the site itself is of low ecological value, the wider area 
contains features of greater interest, including woodland, 
drainage corridors and off-site ponds, forming part of a broader 
ecological network.

3.0 Constraints and Opportunities

Constraints

•	 Predominantly hardstanding with limited existing habitat

•	 Existing drainage infrastructure requiring coordination

•	 Proximity to sensitive ecological features within the wider 
area 

Opportunities

•	 Integration of sustainable drainage (SuDS) within the 
layout

•	 Introduction of new planting and habitat feature

•	 Enhancement of biodiversity within a currently low-value 
site

•	 Contribution to wider green infrastructure network

The site offers a clear opportunity to transform a functionally 
engineered space into a multi-functional landscape. Figure 5: Existing Site Plan
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8.0 Conclusion

The proposed development demonstrates how a predominantly 
hardstanding site can be reimagined as a multi-functional blue 
green infrastructure system, following the stepwise approach.

Through the integration of SuDS and planting, the scheme:

•	 Responds positively to the site’s low baseline condition

•	 Enhances biodiversity and environmental quality

•	 Meets SAB drainage requirements

•	 Aligns with national planning policy

The development footprint predominantly comprises an area of 
existing surface-level car parking and associated hardstanding 
within Wrexham Industrial Estate. Vegetation on site is limited 
to small areas of modified grassland, with negligible structural 
planting or habitat connectivity.

On a local level, proposed habitat provides commuting and 
stepping stone habitat across the site through provision of 
wildflower meadow, alongside ornamental drainage features. 
It is considered that the wider site’s functionality to provide 
foraging and commuting habitat for local fauna will be 
enhanced as a result of the proposals. Additional nesting 
habitat is provided through provision of bird boxes.

At a more landscape scale, the proposed wildflower meadow 
and raingardens will strengthen existing connectivity to nearby 
green corridors, woodland, ponds and brooks, and the wider 
ecological network. 

Generally speaking, new areas of planting and sustainable 
drainage features provide habitats for wildlife and ecosystem 
services such as water and air quality and control and carbon 
sequestration, helping to contribute to climate mitigation and 
adaptation. 

IPSEN EAST CAR PARK: CONCLUSION

Figure 15: Nesting box for small birds

Figure 16: Stepwise Approach

Figure 17: Native species rich wildflower meadow




