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Ein cyf/Our ref: CAS-318861-X7F2 
Eich cyf/Your ref: P/2026/0578 

 

 

 

 

Dyddiad/Date: 08 October 2026 

Annwyl Syr/Madam/Dear Sir/Madam, 

Bwriad/Proposal: Change of use of land to a 3-pitch family gypsy and traveller site 

Lleoliad/Location: Land west of Old Smelt Road, Coedpoeth, Wrexham 

Thank you for consulting Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru/Natural Resources Wales (NRW) about 
the above, which we received on 11 September 2026. 

We have concerns with the application as submitted because inadequate information has 
been provided in support of the proposal. To overcome these concerns, you should seek 
further information from the applicant regarding foul drainage. If this information is not 
provided, we would object to this planning application. Further details are provided below. 

Protected Sites – Foul Drainage 

The application site is within the catchment of the River Dee and Bala Lake Special Area 
of Conservation (SAC). In line with our Advice to planning authorities for planning 
applications affecting nutrient sensitive Special Areas of Conservation, under the Habitats 
Regulations, planning authorities must consider the impact of proposed developments on 
water quality within SAC river catchments. We therefore advise you to consider whether 
the proposals, as submitted, would increase the volume of foul discharge from the site in 
planning terms.   

We note foul water disposal is proposed via the installation of a new septic 
tank, rather than connecting to the mains sewer. Applicants should first explore the 
potential to connect to the public sewer network where this is reasonably feasible. As a 
general guide, connection to the mains sewer should be considered where the 
development is within approximately 30 metres of the network, with this distance typically 
applied cumulatively where multiple dwellings are proposed. In this case, the proposal 
comprises three dwellings and therefore further justification should be provided to 
demonstrate why connection to the public sewer is not practicable and why a private 
system is the most appropriate means of foul drainage. 

Wrexham County Borough Council                 
The Guildhall                                                  
Wrexham                                                     
LL11 1AY 

https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/advice-for-planning-authorities/advice-to-planning-authorities-for-planning-applications-affecting-phosphorus-sensitive-special-areas-of-conservation/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/advice-for-planning-authorities/advice-to-planning-authorities-for-planning-applications-affecting-phosphorus-sensitive-special-areas-of-conservation/?lang=en
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Ultimately, the suitability of foul drainage arrangements for the proposed development is a 
matter for your authority to determine. However, the installation of private sewage 
treatment facilities within publicly sewered areas is not normally considered 
environmentally acceptable because of the greater risk of failures leading to pollution of 
the water environment compared to public sewerage systems.   

Section 6.6.21 of Planning Policy Wales states: 

“Any development discharging domestic sewage should connect to the foul sewer 
where it is reasonable to do so. Development proposing the use of non-mains 
drainage schemes will only be considered acceptable where connection to the 
main sewer is not feasible...”  

Government guidance on private sewerage in Welsh Government Circular 008/2018 
stresses that the first presumption must be to provide a system of foul drainage 
discharging into a public sewer. Only where having taken into account the cost and/or 
practicability it can be shown to the satisfaction of the local planning authority that 
connection to a public sewer is not feasible, should non-mains foul sewage disposal 
solutions be considered.   

We therefore advise the applicant to either amend their proposals to ensure that the foul 
drainage is connected to the mains sewerage system or provide detailed evidence to 
demonstrate that it is not reasonable to connect.  

The Applicant should thoroughly investigate the possibility of connecting to the foul sewer 
by taking the following steps:  

• Approach the sewerage undertaker to reach an agreement for a connection to the foul 
sewer 

• If the sewerage undertaker refuses connection to the public sewer, request that they 
adopt the proposed treatment system 

• If the sewerage undertaker refuses both of the above, you must appeal the refusal with 
Ofwat 

For further details please see Natural Resources Wales / Private sewage treatment in an 
area with a public sewer 

The applicant should be aware that should a connection to the mains sewer not be 
feasible, they will also need to demonstrate that the proposal would not pose an 
unacceptable risk to the water environment. Welsh Government Circular 008/2018 advises 
that a full and detailed consideration be given to the environmental criteria listed under 
paragraph 2.6 of the Circular, in order to justify the use of private sewerage.  

As stated above, we expect developers discharging domestic sewage to connect to the 
public foul sewer where it is reasonable to do so. We will not normally grant a discharge 
permit for a private sewage treatment system where it is reasonable to connect to the 
public foul sewer. We also expect discharges of trade effluent to connect to the public foul 
sewer where it is reasonable to do so and subject to the sewerage undertaker granting a 
trade effluent consent or entering into a trade effluent agreement. 

https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/water-discharges-and-septic-tanks/septic-tanks-and-private-sewage-systems/private-sewage-treatment-in-an-area-with-a-public-sewer/?lang=en
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/water-discharges-and-septic-tanks/septic-tanks-and-private-sewage-systems/private-sewage-treatment-in-an-area-with-a-public-sewer/?lang=en
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Furthermore, we refer you to the section in our Advice titled What does this mean for 
development proposals involving connection to public wastewater treatment works.  

Waste 

Please be advised that NRW currently has an ongoing waste investigation relating to the 
site. The purpose of the investigation is to establish whether waste has been deposited on 
the land and, if so, whether the activity complies with the requirements of the registered U1 
Waste Exemption. 

At this stage, the investigation remains ongoing and NRW has not reached a final 
conclusion. However, if the investigation determines that the material deposited on site 
constitutes waste and that does not comply with the registered U1 exemption, and it is 
proposed that the imported material is retained on site as part of the development, we 
would object to the proposal. 

We therefore recommend that the Local Planning Authority takes account of the ongoing 
investigation when determining the application. 

Please contact the North East Waste Regulations Team on 
wastereg.ne@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk to discuss further. 

 

Protected Species 

No ecological information has been submitted in support of this application. We 
recommend you seek the advice of your Authority’s internal ecological advisor about the 
requirement for further information to be submitted in support of the application, the need 
for bespoke surveys, and the scope of further information, where required. 

Other matters 

The advice in this letter relates to matters which are included on our consultation topics 
list. We do not rule out the potential for the proposed development to affect other 
environmental interests that are not included on this list. 

We advise the applicant that, in addition to planning permission, it is their responsibility to 
ensure they secure all other permits/consents/licences relevant to their 
development. Please refer to our website for further details. 

If you have any queries about the above, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yn gywir / Yours faithfully,  

Alisha Tyrrell-Liptrot 

Cynghorydd - Cynllunio Datblygu/Advisor - Development Planning    

Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru/Natural Resources Wales 

https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/advice-for-planning-authorities/advice-to-planning-authorities-for-planning-applications-affecting-phosphorus-sensitive-special-areas-of-conservation/?lang=en
mailto:wastereg.ne@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalresources.wales%2Fguidance-and-advice%2Fbusiness-sectors%2Fplanning-and-development%2Fadvice-for-developers%2Fwhen-to-consult-natural-resources-wales-about-a-planning-application%2F%3Flang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CJames.Davies%40cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk%7Cc625ccd750414565a43b08dd9d2b599e%7C8865ef0facde487cbf175cb50375d757%7C0%7C0%7C638839531725397142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bBJlQMZW7XvS7yR1yeEgBIG9n1nxjWfTxqLMS9BAZ3E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturalresources.wales%2Fguidance-and-advice%2Fbusiness-sectors%2Fplanning-and-development%2Fadvice-for-developers%2Fwhen-to-consult-natural-resources-wales-about-a-planning-application%2F%3Flang%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CJames.Davies%40cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk%7Cc625ccd750414565a43b08dd9d2b599e%7C8865ef0facde487cbf175cb50375d757%7C0%7C0%7C638839531725397142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bBJlQMZW7XvS7yR1yeEgBIG9n1nxjWfTxqLMS9BAZ3E%3D&reserved=0
http://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/?lang=en
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E-bost/E-mail: neplanning@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg a byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg, heb i hynny arwain 
at oedi./Correspondence in Welsh is welcomed, and we will respond in Welsh without it 
leading to a delay. 


